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TO THE 


HONOVR ABLE 
and truly NobjcLord,the * 


Lord Gzoxcs Dicsis, 


Sonne and Heire of the 
F 4 ight Honourable the 
Earle ofSriitoll, 


Right Honowrable and my very 
good Lord, 
AaaH a r Ihauepre- 
{umed to preſent 
tro your Lord- 
ſhips Patronage 
hete tew. Sermons of a de» 
caſed worthie friend , it .is 
ot fo much the acknow- 
Pedgment of thoſe grear fa- 
rs on noble - reſpedts 
rherEwith you were pleated 
| A 2 to - 
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The Epiſtle 


/ 


tograce Him , and fince his 


death haue vouchfafed toex- 
tend to 'me your vnworthy 
ſervantas a due confiderati- 
on ( if in Dedications mar- 
chableneſſe be to be regar- 
ded ) how properly and pe. 
culiarly they doe belong to 
your Lordſhip both in ref. 
pe of the Author andthe 
Argument. The Author was 
one, whom, for his ingula 
dexteritie inthe Arts , 

of judgement , ſharpneſle of 


<q Q IQ m fo 6- 


of 
et 
n 


eo 


wit,and eſpecially his $kill i | 


languages, Hebrew, Greeke 


Arabicke, you were pleaſe, 


ro-make choice of for one 0 


your Readers during youg. 


abode at Magdalen Colleds 
in Oxon ,in which tune yo! 


Dedicatory. 
"I foobliged himby the abun- 
' Idant reftimonies of. your 
[good aftetionto him,, that 
/ | He oft profeſſed to mec how 
6 great andiuſt anintereſt your 
"merits claimedin all his ſtu- 
" Idiesand labours. This which 
"you here ſee is but an Eflay 
p to ſome maſter-pecce which 
[you might haue expected, if 
he had lived to finiſh what he 
attempted in the Greeke An- 
mi tiquities,and obſervations on 
MIthe Hebrew Text, For the 
OF matter, it being a Theame of 
1T:he weightieſt bufinefle in 
Ke Chriſtianity , the ground, 


EQ worke of all . Which if it bee 

not firſt rooted in the. hearr, 

Wil oth luſt d 
all other our concluſions an 


ag 


peculations in Divinitie will 
_ Az be 


Fr 


The Epiſtle 


þee but like the building 2 
Caſtlaintheayre, and may 
= the foule content per- 

aps, of a rare ſpeculation, 
bur cannot of a powerfull , 
experimentall, fonle-quick- 
ning, and ſoule fauing Reli- 

on: The Argument , I ſay, 

cine ſuch, as I could not 
harden my ſelfe againſt the 
requeſts of ſomewho defired 
the publiſhing thereof for 
the good many ſoules might 
reape by it, ſo-neirher- could 
Ithinkeany , fitter to Patro- 
nagea Theam of piety ,than 


_ onewho ſhewed: himielfe a- 


mongft vs,botha Paroneand 
an example of it..T would-be 
as farre from flattery as. you 
are fromthe want of it, and I 

would 


1 
1 
C 
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Dedicatory 


would not,you ſhauld looke 
your fclfe in a falſe Glaffe': 
overweeniag tinany man is a 
thing tharexpoſctty to ſecret 
contempt , whenſoever the 
weaknefle ſhall be eſpicd,bur 
Great men ſo much the 
more,by how much they are 
the more obſerued, and haue' 
occafion oftner to come v- 
pon the ſtage. You remem- 
ber what manner of man he 
was, fcrious in his ſtudies,de' 
vour & (tri inan holy con- 
verſation, the things you lo- 
ued in him, and imitated : A 
ſingular Omen , when No-s 
blemen begin betimegto bee 
countenancers of goodntfle 
and Good men: ſo perſevere 
todoe like a good 0badiah: 
A4 *rhe 
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| 1.King.18 * 2 the' Church ſhall bleſfe 
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} x. Sam, 2, 
30. 


you and. God ſhall honour 
you, * For thoſe that honouy 
him, he will honour, and then 
that deſpiſe him he will cover 
with ſhame, cittier by. brin- 
ging on them ſome notable 
judgement,or by givingthem 
vptoſuch headlong courſes 
and filthy vices , whereby 
their honour ſhall be ſtained, 
their eſtates waſted,themlel- 
uesandtheirpoſterity ruined 
( it being not. vnuſuall with 
God to puniſhmen by their 
owane | devices and finnes 
whereinthey delight. ) And 


{ſotot your Lordſhip per- 


ſeuereto-doe, I will not load 


your modeſty with a flender || - 


report of your owne worth: 
What 


Deaicatory 


What perhaps I ought to 
lay , your Lordſhip may 
guefle by what the people 
doe ſay of you, and whag. I 
ſhould commend vntgo you 
(if 1 were able or worthy)by 
what the world expects from 
you:I knowe there is nothing 
more vaine thento live by 
opinion, by what men ſay or 
expect; opinion is but anill!.. 
rule and goucrficite or iii 
\ lives &a&i0s(another mans 
meaſure beingtoo long , or 
roo ſhort for me) yerthis yſc 
we may make:of iti; when 
men begin- to.applaud and 
rakenoticeof that which our 
ſelues have the.greateſt.rea- 
fon-to udy-and. affect: ,;ix; 
may {erye to ra} (E Our y erphifs 
| rQ.) 
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The Epiſtle 
voan higher pitch,, than our 
ewac privitic could, lightly 


bring them-,, the louc and: 


practiſe of any g0cd increa» 
fling with the acceptance it 
findes-abroad ::Bur. [ forget 
whar Ihauc in hand , I'cloſe 
all with: apprecation of all 
happineſſe to-your Lordſhipe 
the God of/9ſeph double vp- 
on' you: the bleſſings of 79- 


. 


'feph ,* Fitjed ler him make 
. youfor the precious things of 


Heaven., andof the deepe that 
concheth beneath, for the pre- 
cious thines of the Earth , and 
the fulnefſethereof , but eſpe- 
cially;for the good wil of him, 
thatiawelt inthe Buſh : Doe 


' Rb(4.3t worthily in Ephratah, * and 


bre'you femons in owr Iſrael : 
The 


Drdicatory” 


The ſeeds of Virtue & pious 
education” wherewith your 
tender yeares haue beene: 
ſeaſoned,let them-budde and 
yeeld their pleafant.& whol- » 
ſome fruit in their ſeaſons. I 

ſtill treſpafle. Moneo, quod far 

os 

$pondes dienatuis ingentibus 


emna c@pts.. 


Virg. An: 
Shirburna, Iul.7.1630. M0 


Tour Zordſbips 
humble and devoted ſervant, 


Wirlkzan Lyxrokd 


—_.—_—_ 


TOTHE. 
READER; 


2 a: 1 here, preſent. thee 
LS with (ome peeces &r 


— fragments of an in- 


' tire and&1u# diſcourſe. intex- 


ded by the Author,concernin 

that vſtfallandworthy Arg u- 
ment, the ſyncerity and trial 
of a Chriftzans toge to Chriſt : 


It was the glory of the laſt 


«ze, that atone ot her mira- 
cles,God bleſſed it withthe re- 
ſarredtion of Leaxaing, it be- 
ing atime. wherein lived and 


flouriſhed 


| - 10 


To the Reader. 
Puriſhed men famous for le. 
arning and pietie , who ſent 
abroad into'the world many 
large volumes for the vindi- 
cating of Gods true religion 
and wor ſhip from Barbariſme, 
Error,and'$ uperihition :* And 
'tis a part- of the happineſſe of 
this our Ave, that (beſide the 
ame truth Hill maintained ) 
it hath ſent forth many fa- 
mous Treatiſes concerning the 
nature of faith ,the powey and 
rattife of Relieron: Amoneit 
which. this would not baut 
beeneof the lia# note; if the- 
Azthon himſelf had: lintd to 
iſh 5s +4 cominuation and 
erfelting whereof I- cannot 
hope for from-others: much 
je aarg preſume $0attem pb 
is 


— P——— 
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Tothe Reader 


i my ſelfe, as ever loathine | 
the xk Tot he 
Hor, Art. Poet. 

— Vt turpiter atrumy 
Deſinar in piſcem mulier 
formoſa ſuperne. 

Taketherefbre theſe Sermons 
«s they weredelivered & left 
- "arm : What « done in then 
T had rather ſhould reto 
thy nr in rs 
reading, then from my opinion 
af them : onely let mee intreat 
thee to reaathe with the ſame 
ſpirit they were written ( for 

| that's the may to profit by. 0- 
ther mensworkes) and content 
_ ſelf to G_ Rn 
eimt o h bus ve 

__ to ſome of t 
nerd thaughts and fevooehy [ 
me 


Tothe Reader 
meditations, ſo maift thow by 
God's bleſſing finde- ſomething 
to ftrengthen the aſſurances of 
thy hopes by Chriſt, andto en- 
creaſe thy favere careand' loue 

to ſyncerity .lnwhich reſpetts, 
if they profit any: into whoſe 
hands they come ,.T ſhall the 
leſſe blame the importunity-of 


ſome who. for that cauſe ear- 


neſtly deſired them , and the 
lejſe regard the cenſure of 0- 
thers , who may haply miſlike 
the publiſhing of them. As his 
conver ſation was ſweet , ſo x5 
his memory pretious , tome as 
to any other-: Neither can I 
thinke it any. way tained by 
this ſervice of loue, wherein T 
choſe rather to gine life to- 
ſome things of His,thanthat al 
ſhould. 


TO I EE 


To the Reader 


ſhould die with him, All th ( 
 "goodbethine,& all theGlory, 
þ agor Farewell. 


Thinein cherrueſ Bond: 


W. L YF.ORD 


SPOT AINT 
| 1. Cox, 16. V. 22. 

If any man lowe not the, Lord 
i - Jeſus Ghriſt let hixp bee 4- 

 nathema Maranatha: :- 


22 AINTPAVL 
x ee Dcing now - to 

ner cloſe vphisEpi- 
Napp {tle tothe Corn 


YR Exe PPAA 1. | 
thehelpe of a Scribe is willing 
togiue them the farewell: faluta» 
tion in his owne hand-writing: 
The ſalntation of mee Paul with 
my owne hand,in the verſe before 
my TextzHis falutation mthis as 
inall the reſt of his Epiſtlegisa 
folemne Apoſtolicall beneqiti- 
on, wiſhing them: the grace and 
favourof Godin Icſus Chriſt in 
the verſe following my Tents 


__— 


mn. * 


2 Thetriall ofa Chriſtians 
But now knowing tg0-welt how 
marty falſe brethren there were 
at Corinth, who were.content 
The mile- indeed to profefle Chriſt be 
| nn _ © ſome outward carnalt ref 
fefle m—_— but did dy drſſemble; with 
for our- him in wot -leaſb-fuch 
ward carnal ſhould apply this comforts- 
-relpects. ble falutation: ynto 
leaſt fach dogges ſhould i 
theſe holy 'to bee gmen 
them,he ſalutes them afrzer aho- 
ther manner , and prevents their 
—— by this terrible, 
Execration: —_— 
—_ not the Lord Teſus Chriſt, lat 
him be eAnatbema Maranatha. 
This\Fext is ſomewhat ob- 
feure by reaſon of the ſtrange 
m_ which are in*it which 
atide all curioſitic ) 
I par wnfold as  na-kedly 
as.I can, that I may in few 
words lay open a plaine way to 
citing and inſtratte _— 


foucere lane onto Chriſt, 2 


ef this Scripture. The word '£- The inter 
wathema is a Greek we in ms pos Þy 
liſh it fienifies Acomrfed © I n 
19 data are Syriack, — 
and fignifte in Englifh, Or Lord tha. 
ecommeth. That the fall meani 
oftheholy Ghoſt in the vie 
theſe words may more clearely 
he conceancd by you; you are to . 
beadvertided thar in. this Text The Iew=,) 
there is an alſuſion.gggo the Tee mannet 
1h manner of Excommunication cup 7 
which was twofold. 1. The;, work 
firſt kinde ofic called Aiddaapyas.,... 
onely a ſeparation for a ume, 
cominonly for thirtie daics from 
all commerce or ſocietie with a- 
ny man- within a certaine di- 
ſtance. This is hr robe that 
which is called in-the New Te-- , 
ſtamenta caſting out ofthe Syna- 
E. 2, The ſecond more ſc- 
vere and terrible then- the for- 
mer was,when a ſcandalous of=- 


fender with. eurſces out of the 
law 


—— 


Aw 


» #4 


_— 


4. Thetriall of a Chriſttans 
law of Moſes was in the publike, 


audience of the, whole; Church, 
without any limitation of time 


- excluded from the communion 
of it. This 1s ht to be that 


which is called in the'new Te- 
ſtament adeliuering vp vnto Sa- 


| than. Thisin Hebrew Cherem,in 
fol Grecke is called *ard$4we, which 
jathema, word you hae in'the Text. This 


Anathen twofold, r. Sim- 


ple when what TI have now mE- 
_ tioned was'performed ,2. With 


an addition ,. Anathema Maran 
atha,when beſidegall other ma- 
ledi&ions out of the law they ad- 
ded this clauſe, Omr Lord com- 
meth; By which forme the ex- 
communicated perſon as deſpe- 
rate and quite forlorne , without 
all hope of pardon. or reſtitution, 
was left into the hands of the 
Lord to receaue from him an hea- 
vy doome at his comming, -T his 
then being applied vnro.mp1ees 


ſincere Tone onto Chriſt, $ 


the ſenſe runnes thus: If any m4 The _—_ 
loue nor the Lord Teſas Chriſt, let 7-20 


him be accurfed and thar m the 
moſt deſperate manner , expect- 
ing due vengeance from theLord 
when he commeth 2 uvertay 4x* 
erg with hu haty millions to exe- 
cute: iudgement pon all, and to 
convince all that are vngodly, as it 
is in Enochs propheſic recorded 
by S* J«de,to which this laſt de- 
gree of excommunication fas 
ras-atha'( oras the Syrians' pro- 
nounce it /) Aforan-etho -, our 
Lord commeth - may. probably 
ſceme to hane fpeciall reference, 
If any man 8&c. . By any man vn- 
derſtand any man that les.in the 
light of the Goſpel], that profeſ- 
ſes and thinkes hinwſelfe' a Chri- 
ſtian; for to ſuch St Paw! diredts 


— any man thus: qua- 
Es 
| /1n the 
degree. — 
200 ; . 


C- as 


Text, 


—_— 


—P cw 


6 The triall of a Chriftuans 
that fach asfit in thedarkneffſe of Þ* 
Gentiliſme ſhonld loue that | 
Chrift whom they have not 
heard: and therefore albeit their [* 
caſe be lamentable becauſe they 
heare of no : Savieur , yet fire j* 
_ NG fearefull who 
e bim reaching in 
theirftreets , _ ke little no- 
ticeofhim, bur negle& him and 
tramplehim vnder foot. Zf any 
aan owe not : ſome imagine an i} 
Hebraifme 'to 1Iye couched in 
theſe words, Loxe not , fuppu- 
{ing theſenfe to bee, ifany man 
tin my weake mdgement the 
conatiogs an Hebraitme is need- 
leſſe, fecing thatas our Saviour 
tellsvs Luk. 1 1.23.He that #5 not 
with hinss againſt him , and que- 
Hionleſſe , whoſoever profefſes 
his name , and yet loue:him-not, 
hee hates him attheveryheare, 


not, 


ſyneere lowe onto Chrift, » 
my Text may receane excel- 
ent light from Ephef.6. v. vic. 
Grace bee with all them that loue 
our Loyd Jeſus C briſt u a0Sepoigs 
”% puritie or [yueeritie, 1 ſe 
ro whe Penarke oy 
Textto bee direaly ſed ro 
thoſe yn he there arr 
to the Epheſians es 
halewho loued Ghriſt with an 
Mag , vnmaxed,, vnfamed 
5 likely tar.in my, Text 
he beſtowes hisimprecations vp- 
on thoſe who make great ſhewes | 
_ vnto Chriſt with. their 
vndervalue and de- 
ff himmn their hearts, 

The Text being thus explat- ,,- _.., 
mn aber lem har 
maccrial Carine? Whoſoever The Dy: 
xeebee that profefſes himſclfe a the Text. 
ns | 

to not 
ry when Ictus- r"Y te 
ct 


EF 8 Thetvialofa Chriſtians 
bs ſetled in . his heart is nar ; 
dangerous and curſedeſtate.: . 

| rake wander of xealons-an 
proofes might Dee roduced fe 


theinlargement and confirmati 


tions pre- nifeſt. both how fearefally and 


miſed for 


All the heart.''1...My:fitſh eonfideratior 
curſes of js this that whoſoever hath not 
the laware jmbraced Chtiſt Teſus with the 
due vm0 £1; teſt yon of teal] loug) ha 
doth not -nopart'm bim:, and. therelate, 
really loverthie ctnſcs of the Law ſtandiinful 


Ch, Icſus. force apainlt -him- I ſhall; N 
whois yet in bondage to3he 


Marke, Lbeſeech yoluthogxgpr 


ſyncere lone wnto Chriſt, 9g 
ſite rigour of it compriſed, in that 
one ſentence Deut. 27.26. Gal, 
340.Curſed 1 every one whocon- 
tinaeth not in all things which are 
ten in the books of the Law to 
dow them. O thenhow infinitely 
accurſed are all vf vs "naturally, 
who on the contrary, haue conti- 
naedin the violation of all things 
whichare writtc init.” T am per- 
{iwaded (howſocuer ſome proud 
Fheretiques of theſe- times hane 
ted ) that there is nu manſo 
pr ſenſeleſſeof the miſery 
ot being tried by the Law with- 
outany appeale vnto the Goſpell 
butin his ſerious moodes when 
God ſhall in ſome meaſure awake 
his conſcience he will confeſſe it 
had beene better for himneuer The wo- 
gto have beene borne , then that full eftara 
God without the mediation of *f him ta 
his Sonne ſhould call him to a 929m BE 4 
yy account for the moſt be a Iudge, | 
A Wake 4 


or Or ce eee Ir ET 
, o 
= 


1a The triall of a Chriſtians 
his whole life..Now what cana. 


man haue to. comfort and fecure 
his ſoule in theſe lad meditations - 


" butthis; thar God is\uperabun- 


dantly mercifull , inſomuch-thae; 


he ſent his owne Sonne ta redeembs. . 
vs fromthe curſe of the Law ; ava; 


fo be made. a curſe for vs,Galat,3, 
I 3., Theſe) indeed are heavenly 


conſolations - agd ſuch as never 


fayle thoſe who are rightly qua- 
liked for them: But now theyap- 
pextaine not to ſuch as lone not 
Chriſt Ieſus;to ſich as know: not 


how So vajucks w_ſuny _—_ 

_ theglorigus purchaſes of his paſ-y 
wr ſion. It's trag; God is oa x 
t his Iu- infinitely.abane all finite conceit, 
| "but fois heiuſt too; Magnific his 
- mercy 4s longas thou wilt, thou 


cant never doe. it. enough , but 
whenall is done thou mailt ſay as 
much for his. juſtice as S* Pay/, 
Rom, 11,22.cqually admires, the 


odangfſe andiſeverity. of God, 
SIE 


| 


di 


ſyneere lone wnto C briff® xx 


Whoſoeverhe be the, who looks 
for mercy from God withour 
Chriſt, wtio onely hath ſatisfied 
his iuftice, dreames not ſo much 
to finde God mercitullas to finde 
him vniuſt. Now to come neerer 
to the point, can any man bee ſa 
ſortiſh or impudently preſamp- 
tuous as to hope to fare thebetter 
for Chriſt who ſecs nothing de- 
ſirable in him? Who is fo farre 
from counting all things dung, 
that he may winne him , as S* Pagl 
did,Phil.3,8.thathe even prefers 
ding the baſeſt traſh and vanities 
*of the world before him ? Is it They can | 
likely thathe ſhould hane ariy re- haue no 
liefe rom the Goſpel},'whois ſo benefic by 
farre from counting all things off Chriſt yrhay 
| cfer plea-' 
for the excellency of the knowleapge {,.. row 
contained in it, as. St Pax! did,that ft before 
tie can taſt no ſuch excellency in him, 
it, thathee ſhould looſe one far- 
thing,forbeare one pleaſure , for- 
got one vanity for it. Our Savi- 
T0 B 2 our 


— , 


12 Thetriall ofa Chriſtians 


ourhimſelfe,Mar. 1 0. 37.expref- 


ly tells vs, Hee that loweth Father 
er Mother more then mee 1 not 
worthy of methat is, whoſoever 
loues what he hath beſt reaton to 
loue in this life more then his Sa- 
viour,is not worthy to haue any 
benefitby him,tohane any ſhare 
in his merits ? What then thinke 
we,can they expet from him, 
who are fo coldly affected to- 
wards him, that they preferre e- 
very trifle before him ? eA/ the 


promiſes of God ( ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle)2.Cor. 1.20,» him(in Chriſt i 


Teſua Jare yea,and in him eAmen, 
that is,ſute andeinfallible.But (til 
in Chriſt Teſs, And whats this 
ro any man ifhehimſelte bee not 
in him ? And how can hee bee in 
him but by louing him, The ac- 
curſed eſtate of ; 4 talſe-hearted 
Criſtian who preſumes much 
ypon Chriſt, whom indeed hee 


hath nothing to doe with, will 


' more 


KL - 


' [yneere lone to ((hriſt, 17 


more affright him if hee would 
but conſider it-in other men. 
Who is there amogſt vs but will 2 
much pitty and bemoane the la- bn =_ 
mentable condition of the poore 4; 0 
Indians, and other Savages of che ſavage 
the vnchriſtian world , whoſe Indian. 
ſoulesare overclouded with the 
blackeſt miſts of irreligion that 
the Prince of darknes can poſ- 
fibly inwrap them , who come 
into the world knowing not 
wherefore, and goe out of zr dre= , 
- aming not whether , but liue 

here a while without God in 

the world , and then'goe to the 
 generationof their fathers, where 
they /ball never ſee light to vie 
the words of the Plalmiſt , Pfal. 
49. 19. A heavy caſe indeed 
beyond all expreſſion of a Tra- 
gedy , and which cannot be ſaf.. 
ficiently bewailed with an 0. 
cean of teares of blood. But now._ ._ 
whoſoever hee bee within the 

B3 "Para- 


® 


14 Thetriall of a (briftians 
formall Paradiſe of the Chriſtian Church 
aiftian who hath nothing to diſtinguiſh 
$1n.35930 him from theſe miſcreants but 
elpe&t of his oatward conformity to the 
he world lawes andcuſtomes of the place 
zo come as where hee lines, who hath no- 
ke Sillcit thing to proue himſelfe a Chri- 
Indian. fg; nbutoutward formalities,the 
charity -of other men and his 
ownedleight imaginations who- 
ſoever hee bee that hath not as 
yet c{pied fomething in Chriſt 
Iefas fo amiable as that in carneſt 
it may challenge his whole heart 
before all the pompe and plca- 
ſure in the world, I fay thatman 
-whoſocuer hee bee may keepe 
his moanes.and teares for him- 
ſelfe : it's his owne caſe : for , 
for the preſent vntill the ſpirit 
of grace ſhall ſtartle him vnto 


more ſenſe of the mercies of 


Chriſt ; hee is inas bad a caſe as 
the fallieſt Indian. I meane 1m 


reſpect of the world to _ , 
| r 
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for in this life the moſt difſeth- 

bling Chriſtian is partaker of 

_ {weet bleflings which the 
Goſpell vics to carry about with 

it from country to country , by 

which it civillizeth and pollt- 

ſheth the moſt rude & barbarous 
nations. But for the ioyes of e- 

ternity , what better clayme can 

hee lay vnto them then the 

the wild American ? Hee hath 

no more to doe with Chriſt then 

the other. Hee hath lined indeed 

where he hath heard much talke 

of Chriſt , of redemption , and 

the glorious liberty of the fonnes 

, of God ; but whar's all this to 

him who could never relliſh 

any ot theſe things, who never 

tooke them to heart , never x; ;5 apar 
could finde any f{wettnefle in fncerel 
them but paſſed them over like of Chritt | 
ſome vncouth myſticall fables ? _ 
Beloned wee mult not thinke 37. 
that liuing within the ayrc of the 4.1, 
| B 4 Gof- 
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Goſpcll , am Churchesand 
-Bibles, can dittingutſh vs from 
Infidels , exempt vs from the ri- 
gorofthelaw”, and entitle vs tv 
Chriſt ? No ſuch matter. (hriff 
came vnto his owne but his owne 
receaned him not , {aith S* John: 
were his owne then ever the 
berter for him ? Not a whit. Our 


| Saujour whilſt hee was talking 


with the Iewes , Ioh. 3. 40. 
tells them, ye will not Come wnto 


we that yee might haue life : Hee 


was come vnto them , but they 


would not come vnto him. Al- 


beit then Chriſt viſit vs never 1o 


. frequently , if wee welcome 


him not with that , joy with 
which Zachexs once did, though 
hee paſſe never fo often by our 
hearts , if wee invite him not in, 
and get him to ſap and lodge 
with vs , wee mult looke to get 
no more by him then thoſe vn- 


happy miſcreants whonever he- 
ard 
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ard ofhis name. Its confiderable 

to this purpoſe which S* Part 

haih, Gal. 5. 6. 74 Chrift Zeſus 

neither circumciſion nor UNC + 

cumcifion availeth any thing , but 

faith which worketh by lone , that 

is, outward markes or priviled- 

ges advantagea man nothing in | 

Chriſt Ieſus vnleſſe hee bee fo 

lenſibly perſwaded of thoſe mi- 

racles of compaſſion which 

Chriſt hath performed for his A 

ſoule, that vpon this perſwaſion ; 

hee thinks hee can never toue 

him enough and therefore ſub- 

mits his whole ſoule vnto hine 

in a vniverfall obedience vnto 

his will, Anexpla- 
To drawe towards a conclu- nation of | 

fion ofthis point, let vs ſcannea _ 3 

little Pal. 2. x 2. Kiſſe the Sonne (uu we 

leaſt he be angry and ye periſh from 

the way , and this Plalme con» 

tainesa cleere prophecie of our 

Saviour and ſach great ones of the 

Wy world 
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world as ſhould oppoſe them- 
{clues againſt him, whom yet the 
Prophet vouchſafeth to direct; 
v. 10, For all this they might 
make their peace with God : the 
Chicſe part of the direion 1s {ct 
downe in the words which you 
bane now heard; Ki (ſe the Sonne, 
that is, reverence, reſpe&t , em- 
brace the Sonne of God, Why 
fo? Leaſtby his axger yee periſh 
from the way : from what way ? 


The Syriack interpreter tells you 


wen vrkeh from his way, Hee 
himfelfc is the only way vntohis 
Father,to whom no wan commeth 
but by him , as him{clfe tells vs 
in the Goſpel. W hoſoever ther- 
fore ſtands off from Chriſt Tens, 
and ftrives not to kifle, that is, 
to bee vnited vnto him by the 
choiſeft twinnes of ron 


als 1 
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tcAion muſtneeds periſh out of x 
the way tolife, continue ſtill-in } 
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of the law to fall ypon him. The 
Law was our Schoolmaſter to 
bring vs vnto Chriſt , faith the 
Apoſtle, Gal. 3. 24. What to 
bring vs within.the ſound of his 
name? To bring vsto talke and 
diſcourſe of him ? More then 1o, 
toamaze vs with the horrour of 
our ſfinnes, and to make vs fecle 
whatneed wee haue of a Savi- 
our, and hauing oneoffcred vs, to 
lay faſt hold on hum whatſoever 
it coſt vs, and to prize him aboue 
all the Lewels in the world. But 
it the Law cannot prevaile ſo 
much with vs as to make vs 
groanc for a redeemer , tomake 
vs come cronching vnder our 
burdens vnto Chriſt Ielus, wee 
muſt continue ſtil vnder the laſh, 
Its true which the Apoltle hath, 
v. ſeq. that after fairh # come we 
areno longer under 4 Schoolma- 
fer : But if this faith which is in- 
{cparably 1oyned with loue ne 

Ver 
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ver come, we are {ure to ſmart 


ynder his heauy hand though all 
' Eternity. 

Youhaue heard the firſt part of 
his burdenwho in the light of the 
Goſpel does not really loue C. I. 
towit that he has no part in 
Chriſt and therefore all the cur- 
ſes of the law belong vnto him. 
One would thinke there needed 
no more to bce faid to proue him 
accurſcd who loucs not C, I, ſec- 
ing this hauing no part in him in- 
cludes more horrors and terrors 
then it's poſſible for the braine 


4 » Confi- fan to ſhape the Idears of. Bur 


I mutt tell you that as heauy a 
doome as this is, yet is it butlight 


| maine for 1n compariſon of which I ſhall 
ſ thoſe that deſcribe vnto you in a Fcond c0- 


fideration,to wir, whoſocuer he 


Chin ÞE that is Catechiſed & brought 
{ bur doe cs VP 12 the Chriſtian profefiion 


| temne the and yet doth not hcearti 4 and ({1n- 
$7 Golpell. ccrcly afict Chr: I. beſides all 


the 


fyncere Iowe to Chriſt, 2% 


the curſes due vnto his finnes a- 
gainſt the Law , hee treaſures vp 
vnto himſelfe a farre more com- 
pleat vengeance for Iis diſe- 
ltceme and contemptof theGof- 
pell, It were well, beloued if 
when Chr: I: comes vnto a man 
and that manreceanes him nor, if 
he Ictt him in no worſe caſe then 
he found hun, though that were 
vnconceaucably miſerable : But 
it's neuer ſo. For if hee entcr- 
raynes not Chriſt as a Sauiour, he 
is fare to haue him hence forth 
his accuſer,and if he will not ad- 
mit him: ad /al#tem, he ſhal hane 
him whether he will or no ad 
Teſt imoninm, It's true which our 
Sautour told Nrcrodemns Doh: 3. 
17. That God ſent not his ſonne 
into the World to condemne the 
world, but that the world through 
him might be [axed : Chriſt doth 
not knock at any mans heart with 


, tatintenr that hee may haue the 


more 
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more advantage againſt him ifhe 
let him not in,no he comes with 
purpoſe and deſire to bring in 
faluation with him : but.if he and NY oN 
hisfalvation be ſolittleregarded I} bi 
that wee entertayne him only I 2 
with afew cold complements at I N« 
doore, asI may fay, and fo dif- } 1 
miſſchim. o then bs gocs away I V' 
inarage, and complaines to, his I 4: 
father that for fiach vngratcfull I */ 
/ wretches hee ſhed his deareſt I 7: 
| blond. And therfore though God || t! 
| ſent not his ſonne into the world 
20 condemne it, yet it followes 
in themext verſe, He that belee- 
weth not is condemned already, 
becauſe he beleeveth not in the 
name of the only begotten ſore of 
God. Condemned ©&c. he belee- 
eth not, Why ? the Law had ſuf- 
ficiently condemned him before, 
True, but now God offers him 
a. pardon by his ſonne to exempt 

| kimfromcondemnation, which 
ſeeing 


EP ao NF TY TT 


- 
— My — . _ - - 
— <a - op ,Oae4at, "%, oa 4” Sib. -—* oo aw + a RA 


ſyneere lone onto (hrift. 25 
fecing hee ſcornes , or cares not 
to accept God, will now not 
only haue the other condemnatt- 
on to continue it's force againlt 
him, but he will load him wich 
another more heauy, which ſhall 
neuer be reverſed by any pardon, 
This is made more plaine by the 
verle following , T hz #s the con- 
demnation that light 7s Come into 
the world and men lone darkeneſſe 
rather then light,that 5; For thus 1s 
that great and finall condemnati- 
on,which canneuer be remitted, 
as that of the Law may, that. 
Chriſt is come into the world The eon- 
bringingredem tion with him. t2mpt of 
and menare fv little ſenſible of the Golpel 
| rn ſo dully wy " ith it, thar ONE 
they care not tor making any vic a 
of © wy but had ———_— _— 
Satan's priſonersſti!l, thencome 
forth into his marvailous light.So 
that the negle& of Chriſt Ieſus 
aud his Golſpell ; is that which 
| makes 
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makes a man compleatly Anaou 
thema Maranatha, becaulſc it wp 


paſſe by him there remaines hen 

ceforth no more ſacrifice for ſinn 

but a fearefull expettation 0 

Tudgement : Hebr: 10.26 Miſtake 
m<not beloned,whenT fay there 
remaines no more facrifice for 
ſinne to thoſe who haue paſſed 
by Chriſt Ieſas , I meane ſuch as 
haue paſſed him by for good and 
all,ſuch as are not entirely incor- 
porated into him before they are 
{ſnatched ont of this life. For in- 
deed we hane a redeemer fo ſcn- 
fible of our infirmityes that when 


hee comes awooing vnto our 


foules, hee will not be drivena-, 


way at the firſt denial}, Alas, if 
hee ſhould bee fo tonchy , there 
would hardly ever any foule bee 
cipouſed to him , ſecing all of 
vs naturally hang backe, find ex- 
cuſcs, and make many pauſes , 
md demuwres, before wee give 

| our 


q 
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{aFour conſent. But our Saviour is fo 
'weſpatient towards onr follies , that 
or all his repulſe he will vouch- 
fafe ro come againe and againe, 
waite our leafare , take all op- 
portunity to ſollicite the buſi- 
erefnefſe by his holy ſpirit. But here 
f'orf.is no ground for preſumption. The woe- 


ed For whoſocuer denies him ſo mr 


asY often, or:ſo peremptorily, that j 7. 
nd hee is forced as if it were to (he orati- 
r-Þ leaue of his fare, during the life ousproffers 
re of the party , or whoſoeuer da]- of Cixift | 
1- ff lies oh with him , thathee is 1's: 

1- © called onr of rhis life ( as who 
n | can promiſe himſcltean houre 
r } before the match bee made vp, 
- | 1 fay whoſoeuer ſhall fleight his 
f | Samour, orneglet him after this 
» & manner , it had beene a thouſand 


* E times better for him, that Chrift 
" | hadnever beene borne into the 
- © world, or at leaft that himſelfe 
had beene borne in ſuch an ob- 
{cure corner of it, that he had ne- 


ver 
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ver heard of him. For'his ont 


ward profeſſion of and* with alli 


the prerogatine , of it , wit 
which hee contented himſelf 
without any hearty loue vn 


[5] 


him, the faire offers of faluarion{ſÞer 


which he had, and made nothine 
of, {hall preſſe him more hex 
vily at the day of judgement, 


then all his {mnes againſt theff 


law, though they were mnrders, ſo: 


and adulteryes ; when for theſe 


very reaſons it ſhal be eaſier for 
Turkes, Americans, and Virgini- 

ans then for him. 
'The rea- If you demand the reaſon of all 
{ fon of all this miſchicfe , 1t is becauſe the 
_—_ 5. not-Jaying to heart of whatChriſt 
falls hath done for vs, and the not-re- 


# vpon the 


ceiuing him being offered vs 


F coremners withthe thankefull affteqions of 
lone and reverence,vnmixed de- 
light, and compleat content in 
him is the higheſt diſhonour, and 
baſcit indignity ( except wiltull 

Apo« 


| of Chriſt. 
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Ut poſtac ,or malitious blaſphe- 
alWy / which canne be oftercd by. 
th {infull man tothe moſt bleffed 
{nd glorious Trinity, Shonld I 
tofſtand ro recount and amplity c- 
mery circumſtance ofir, I rthinke 
EE ſhould both weary and amaze 
2-Fyou. Suffice + it therefore only 
» Wricfy to conſider how con- 
efftempt offered to Chriſt and his 
; Goſpel reflets vponall the per- 
etions of the bleſſed Trinity. 


r} For the Father, whoſoeuer ſets The con- 
- light by his ſonne doth moſt tew x of 
groſly vndervalue both his wiſe- Chſt and 


dome and his goodneſle 'for his 
{ wiſdome againſt theFather & his ; 
| wiſedome 2. The contrueing of the 


| mans. redemption by the death of: 


'Yof his fon in the fulnes of time {<4 Trinity 


Wis, fo farre as is revealed to vs, 
the malter-piece and chiefe plot 
( with renerence bee it {poken ) 
which hath bin fromall eternity 
thought on by that infinite _ - 

elle 
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lefſe wiſedome of God blci{p® 
- for euer ; whereby hee purpolet* 
to get himſelfe farre more glonf? 
thenhee did by the creation of© 
the world , when by a deliusF* 
rance fo ſaperlatinely admirabl"* 
hce ſhould both fanc mankind" 
and aſtoniſh it. This is thar forſ" 
which the Goſpell is ſo ofte i 
called the wiſdome of God nip" 
ſalvation. This is that miſtery ff" 
Godlynes which 3s great tuonoy 
uiyes by the confeſſio of al withou , 
controverſy 1, Tim: 3. 16, Thy” 
is that Hluſtrious myſtery of /alF-* 
vation which the Prophets enqui an 
red after , and ſearched diligenth 
with the Angels to looke imto 1,” 
Per: I, 10.12. Laſtly this 1s that 
TAvTLHANG cooe that wiledome . 
of God which hath ſuch cariom 
variety init Ephei: 4.10. Well 
then to cometo the point when 
the time is come ( as it is come 
to vs, who liuc in this bleſſed 
Noone” 
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-@on-ride of the Goſpell ) that 
\Wod reveales to any ou this 
Roniſhing myſtery of his infi- 

| Is _— hee plea- 
th to ſhew any man how ad- 
Hirably hee hath cgatrived his 
lvation for him , by ſending his 
- Kwne ſonne to fatishe his wuſtice, 
Id therefore expets abun- 
ance of glory by it : if that man 
gow a baſe varlet, created by 
od that hee might applaud his 
fler workes of creation , ſhall 
 Fchaue himſelfe ſoftupidly , that 
e, forſooth , can Lance haue 
atience to take a full view of 
5 fonne, ifhee can cfpienoſuch 
- Ft in the contriuance as may 
Suiſh him , no ſuch wonders 
þ may withdrawhis minde from 
Mooſe bawbles, abour which it 
ev beforebubcd, O beclood 
is an indignity to the glori- 

3 wildome of God the — 
ond all expreſſion of mortall 
loquence, 2 For 


-— * as was. 
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| 2. Againſt 2 Forhisgoodnes and mercy|® 
m_ God the PE oem everlaſtin 8 
mercy of Deholding mankind in the vglF 
' the Father, maſſe ofcorruption,through the , 
owne wiltall rebellion knew hF' 
muſt bee fly and yetdeſired of” 
be merciful. And when nothing * 
might make theſe two ſtand tof® 
,bnt atisfa&ion from one" 
as infinite as himſelfc , har he, 
mioht commend hi loxe to vs , aff; 
the Apoſtle ſpeakes Rom. 3..3F 
herefolued not to ſpare Joy «ſung 
the ſonne of his Lone as he is cal. 
led by a fignificant HebraiſmeJ | 
Col: I.'v, 13. but toſend himin]” 
frmilitnde of ſinnefzll fleſh , tovn4 
dergoc that heany buſines for vs. 
preſiumingas itis in the parabl 
that howlocuer his other mc{þ 
ſengers had fared bur ill in thef;. 
world , yet his ſonne the heireg,. 
ſhould bee entertained with re-J,; 
verence, O then can wee imifje. 
gine with what helliſh con- 
rempt 


[yucere loxe. onto Chrift, 31 
\ $mpt theyeven defye the loue 


; naue themſelues towards him, 


i Bithis Father had ſent him in a 
| (eedleſſe errand into the world, 


of x*ne all: this care: taken” for 


, 2 In thenext ace-1t would, . Againff 


"ÞPaner dlefſe ines to rehearſe 
zonities whichare offered 


_ econd * ra 4n Trinit 
h riſt himſelfe by $ich as call 
\- pmLord , Lord, but yet deale ” 
p t honeſtly: with him in their 


Parts. Greater loue then this hath 


9 man , then that hee lay dowye. 


nl life for his friend faith our Sa- 
(> our /oþ 7 15, 13. True Lord, 


's tho greateſt loue thar one 
end can ſ{hew another; bur 
t thy loue was greater vnto 


$in charglitn laydeftdoymethy 


| F-as if thereneeded not to haue' 


6 fon thy enemies , yea in that* 


4 God towards them, who looke- 
pely vpon. his ſonne , whio' 


Bo lonne }. 
becauſe his 
death and 
paſſion is 
Eliſe d and 


© contemned 
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thou vouchſafed(t for our fakes tt 
take fach a. life which tha 
mightſt lay downe. Confider i 
bricfe I beſeech you , how th: 
ſonneof God out of meere ob 
dience vnto his Father and co 
paſſio vnto vs rebellious worme 
PITT. empticd himſelfe of 
luſtre of his Deity, & mm the form: 
of a [ernant humbled hinsſelfe 1 
the death enen the moſt paiuful 
and ſhamefull death of the Greſl 
 Phil.'2. 8. Peruſe the hiſtory:of 
his paſſion , yea of his whole 1:6: 
which was little better then 
n, obſerue how throug 
the fad predictions of a deſpi 
life and ignominious deat! 
Ia. 53. were fulfilled in him 
how in every point he was made 
{ch engccoboth a man of ſorrowe:F © 
draweintoa Catalogue the rude 
diſcourteſies , churliſh affronts 
the revilings , buffetings , ſpit 
tings, torments, agonies and the 
| col 
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MontradiRtions of ſinners all alo 
A that is)of linfull caytifes whic 
Wce indured with patience, 
Maſtly remember. that all this 
| fefl him only becauſe the Lord 
id vpon him the iniquity of vs 
$1: 53. 86. where the He- 
Srew phraſc is clegantly ſignift- 
nt , -iphgiah , he hath the 
nagnity = all to meet, on him, 
our tranſlaturs hane rightly 
@$«prefled ir in the margent, 
Memember ſtill I ay that all this- 
vas but what we had deſcrued, 
nd therefore we may well fap- 
doſe him with pitifull moanes 
Mr yin ou 900 vs _=_ the 
rofle in the mouing language 
>-hcrgumg Lam: Ps Ts it 
Jp othing to all you that paſſe by, 
W104 and ſee if there bpck ſore 
fo like onto my ſorrow. Now 
pefoued whoſocuer hee bee that 
thread or heardal thefe things 
$0 puncually ſer downe in the 
C Goſpell 
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Goſpell that hee hath had his /a- 
wiour even crucifyed before hy 
eyes, whoſoever is conceited and 
hee belecues this hiſtory and 
yet cinot bleed within or weepe 
without for his ſinnes whict 
were the cauſe of it, but can bee 
moucd' to more tender paſſion: 
bya Tragicke fable created by 
the braine ofa Poer, cannotſym 
pathiſc with his ſaviour in that 
ge which ſhould hane beene 
his, cannot by his ferious com- 
pun&ionſhare with him in thoſc 
agonies which ſhould haue bin a 
his owne , cannot take theſc 
mercies ſo deepely to heart ; 
with the earneſt pangsof yerni 
affeions to defire to bee'crucify 
ed with Chriſfas St Paul ſpeak 
of lymſelfe Gal. 2. 20. and to lint 
the reſt of hu life in the fleſh bythe 
faith of the ſonne of God who ls. 
wed lim and gave himſalfe for 
him,queſtionlcſſe that man wy 
1 


SER os AD MM.25 5 


A. ww 


o* =» 


Frncere lone wnto Chriſt. 15 
faviour the .molt curting injury, 
and does him the moſt villanous 
{pight that it's poſſible for a mor- 
tall weetch to offer vnro the 
Lord of Glory. That mans in- 
gratitude is more painefull vnty 
Chriſt Teſus then all the thornes 
were in his head, and wounds 
him more'deeply then the nayles 
did his hands and feete., and the- 
refore wee cannot imagine a 
cl lighter curſe then e frathema 
"| 4aras-atha to be dne vnto him. 
For by his ſottiſh negledt of that 
death which hisſinnes as well as 
any mans elſe wete a cauſe hee 
becomes pguilry of the murther 
of the ſons of God, yea one of 
thoſe &; 2raraupiye; favs » by 
tewrac, I vnderſtand 7 mp $2ulo7s 
and Engliſh it, who crucifie as 
much as in them lies the ſoune of 
God y, ebehiludliiuzu and 
expoſe him like 4 malefaltour to 
publique ſhame. Heb: 6.6. 

C 2 z Laſtly 


the holy 


$ cauſc his 
4 labour fo 
Flous 10 


vYaine. 


gAgen 3 Liſtly whoſocuer inſtructed 


Gholt be- Jque Chriſt Icſas hee vexes and 


Chriſt is in butines here below is to worke 


36 The triallofa Chriſtians 
in the Goſpel doth not in carncſt 


. gricuesthe third perſon in Tri- 
nity theHoly ſpirit, whoſe cheife 


our harts vnto the loue of Chrilt, 
and, as I fayd before to ſolicite 
the match betweenehimand our 
ſoules. And this is one reaſon 
why our {awjour being to leaue 
this world ſpeakes fo much in 
St Iohn of what the comforter 
ſhould doe for him after his de- 
parture. ' He ſhall teſtify of me 
Iohn, 13. Hee ſhall glorify mee 
16. 14. Whoſocuer therefore 
makes the Holy ſpirit to labour 
m vaine not ſuftering his per- 
twaſions to make any impreſli- 
ons vpon lus heart or to get 
thence any glory for him whole 
agent hee is but thinkes hee does 
Chriſt Ieſus kindnefle enough in 
that hee ſaffers tumſclfe to bee 

X called 
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ſincere lone unto (hrift, 35 
called a Chriſtian rather then a 
Iew or a Mahumetan , or Prote- 
ſtant rather then aPapiſt.In what 
afit ofdiſcontent, in what chafe 
( may we thinke Ydoth that man 
{end or rather drive away the 
m__ Grace. All that] haue 
id in _ Song ger > 
is compriſed in that terrifyi 
place Heby : 10. 28. 29, w ich 
I know is there applyed vnto 
Apoltates ,: but wee mult note | 
that all es are Apoſtates 
in Gods fight , and: therefore 
what wee may apply vnto an 
Apoſtare in particular , becauſe 
hee diſcouers the rottennefle of 
his heartinthe ſight ofmen , we 
may apply vnto hypocrites in. 
gencral] becauſe there ig, 1nthem 
the fame evill heart of vnbelicte 
though wee cannot ſo particu- 
larly tmell them out : the words 
are. He that deſpiſed Moſes Law, 
died without mercy, under rwo or 


Cz three 


23 Thetriall of « Chriſtians 
rhree witneſſes,of how _ =_ 
iſhment ſuppoſe yee ſhalt he bee 
heweds _ who hath trodey 
»mder foor the ſonne” of God , and 
hath connted the blood of the cove- 
nit wherewirh he was ſanttified 
Ked, (asthie blood of a common 
mman,or a malefaftor not as the 
_ ofa _— andbath done F 
ithr onto the ſpirit of grave. 
pur . Youſeethe fearefal- 
ly acctrſed eſtateof thoſe profet- 
rs of Chriſtianity who deale 
falſely with their Saviour , and 
tone him notat the heart, you ſee 
pon what ſl tearmes WEE 
ſand berweene the greateſt cur- 
ſes,and thegreateſt bleſſings. If 
= have mdeed _ —_ Te- 
| | 1s our portion, If we haue beene 
| —_ fo feclinely afteted with his fa- 
'Þ bracing Yourstowardsvs that now with 
# Chiiſt and the Spouſe in the Canticles wee? 
ws.Goſpel. are even ficke with loxe of him, It 
& the Apdſile prayes for the E- 
pheſians 
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ftneere love unto Chrift, 299 
pheſians. Wee are ſo rooted anil 
grounded in lowe that we Can bring 
good proofes,that with a conſtant 
reſolution we preferrethe intel-- 

leuall pleaſures which ifſhe 

488 from his reconciled countenance 

defore whatfoever elſe is moſt 

pretious and deare vnto vs,O the 

we may hngge our ſelues as men: 
over-joyed,for as ſure as God is 

God all his rich promiſes in 

Chriſt Iefus ſhall be yea & Amen 

vnto vs, Buton the contrary if 

thoſe heanenly raptures and glo-- 

rious trances of {weereſt enter- 

courſe betweene Chriſt and our | 
foules ſound as phantaſtique Th, ains 
dreamesand harſh Paradoxes vn ger of a 
to vs, if wee ſtupidly content our meere outs 
ſelues with an erapty profeſſion ward peo: 
ofhis name & heartlefle confor- *<f192 ot 


heiſt 
mity vnto the outward garb of Golpell.. 


the Goſpell, never ſtriging ci- 
ther to expreſſe or to frele the 
iaward power of it, if we goc. on 


= > > 
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40 The trial of a Chriſtians 
in aheavy,fluggiſh, dull manner, 
never retiring vnto our- Saviour 
but in ſome melancholie moodes 
which we are quickly weary of, 
—__—— much from 
. him,and caring nothow little he 
hath from vs: Othen wee moſt 
grofſely delude our ſclues: for the 
curſe of 'curfes Anathema Ma- 
r-arhadoth moſt certainly be- | 
long vntovs ,. I preſume almolt 2 
there isnotany man in this a{- 
#embly but would think himſelfe 
- mnchwrongedifone ſhould ſc- 
riouſly-tell htm hee did not loue 
Chriſt Tefus > Not lone Chriſt ? 
Whywe imagine vve all doe it 
naturally, wee take it as the cu- 
ſtome ob rhe countrey to fay 
ſo, It is not my purpoſe to 
diſhearten any man , would to 
God thar the lealt ſparke of Joue 
vnto &hriſt in any mans heart 
kere were a glorious flame. But 
yetl wayld have no man to dc- 
"os CEaue 
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ſucere lonevato Chriſt, 41 


caue himſelfein this point then 

which nothing” more cafie, no- 

thing mor2 dangerous, God 1s 

vt mocked, he requireth truth in 

the inward parts and the exactelt , 

kinde of loue that can” bee imag 

ned. Doe you thinke beloucd bur. 

that the Iewes in onr Saviours 

time were confidently perſwa- 

ded that they loned God : they 

perſecuted our Saviour indeed 

becauſe they could not . appre- 

hend him to be the ſonne of God 

but for God himſelfe they made 

| full account that they and none 

| Ybutthey loued him aright. Here 
was, I dare. fayas ſtrong a per-- , __ . 
ſwaſion of lone to God , if confi- I*'5 4a 
dence would beare out the mat- £"0ne” 
ter as in the greater partof Chri- gentin a 
ſtians of their loue vnto+ Chrilt, cuſtomary 
But behold how miſerably they laue coGed! 
were deceaued 70.5 .42.0ur Sa- 

viour expreſſcly tells them. Bur: 


I knowe you that yee hang not' 
C 5 the. 


r 


- 
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4z The triall of a Chriſtians 
the lone of God in you. The like 
grofſe deceit of the Iewes may 
be obſerued m the ſame chapter 

about 1hicir lone vnto oſes;why 
_they were tooth and nayle for 
Moſes, The Law and name of 
Afoſerwas the glory of their na- 
rion for which no donbr but ma- 
ny*if they had bcene put to it 
would reſolutely haue loſt their 
lines inonr Saviours time as their 
anceltorshad done before or their 


_ bo EO i_g* thatone would 
e' thonght hee mi zh have 
bf, 


ſworne they loued Mof but yet 
whenthe matter comes to ſcan- 
ing yon ſhall finde there was no 
ſach 'matter- ,. for indeed they 
were ſo falſe hearted to o/c: 
.tharat the laſt day tiee ſhall bet 
their chiefe accuſer, witneſſe our 
Savioor verſ,q5:T here zs one that 
accuſerh you in whom. yee treſt, 
that is , on whom yee preſame, 
for had you belecucd —_—— 
; j 
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ſyneere lowe vnto (Chriſt, 43; 
Laſtly,to rouſe vs out of the ſlum-- 
berot our preſumpris, let vs take 
notice of our example more ta- 
ken out Mar. 7.22. Luc.13.26. 
where wee read, that many hall 
come at the laſt day unto Chriſt, 
preſaming vpon their familiarity 
with him,ſfome tel)ing hun that 
they had eaten and dranke in his 
preſence, lome expoltulating with 
him, Lord hawe we not propheſied 
Mn thy namecaſt out: divells , and 
done many wonderfull wor kes. 
Would you jmagm all this could 
bee without great loue vnto 
Chriſt: O how confident ſhould 
we be if we had ſuch eyidence 
of our vnion with him, fate 
ſhonld we think our {clues,could 
we challenge acquaintance with - 
him vpon the fame termes when 
hee ſhall -come 1n his glory to: 
judgement. But yer you fee all 
this might doc vs no good,ſceing 
our Savicur will ſend many fach- 
Packing, 


44. T be trialf'of a Chriſtians 
packing with'an angry proteſta- 


tion that he knowes. them not, and 
if hee will not knowe them, you 
may bee fure they were ſichas 
had not for- all theſe flouriſhes 
dealt kindly and louingly . with 
him. Wherefore beloued ,. you 
fee how much itconcernes vs tu 
panſe a. while on this matter, 
Weall thinke we lone Chrilt.Ie- 
ſus :-' it- were well it thinking 
would ferue the turne , but wee 
ſee that many , who-thought as 
confidently.aswee,, and perhaps 
ypon better grounds ,. ſhall then 


perceaue themſc'nes miſtaken, 


when it ſhall be too late toreme+ 
dyit. O then let vs not venture 
our ſclues vpon ſuch groundlefſe 
ſurmifes- , but while wee haue 
time to'make all ſure, Letvs 
make it a-bufinefſe to ſertle the 
eſtate of our ſoutes which ha ng 
vypon ſach nice points,ler not our 
Sallow prefumptiaus: —_—— 
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'our ſelues the true gr ound of lJoue The infak 


ſyneere lone to Chrift. 45 


of our loue to Chriſt, letnor the 
lazinefſe | and vntowardnefſe of * 
our fleſh hinder vs from: a ſpee- 
dy,impartiall, induſtrious exami- 
nation-of our hearts, whither the 

haue indeed the lone of Chi 

m them or no. | 

If upon due enquiry we find®” 


ynto out Sayivar, to: wit, a tender lible nores- 

affectionate apprehenſion: of our of real 

infinite deſeruced miſcries, & his 19ue vnto 

infinite vndeſerued mercies ; if Curilt. 

we feelethe fruits of it aconſtar,. 

even, vnivyerſfall reſolution. to- 

pleaſe him in all things ,. at all 

times in-all companies , adiſc-- 

teeme of whatſoever is honaw-- 

rable or pleaſant in the world in 

compariſon of his favour, a conti-- 

nd dndages an1 thirſtafter a nee- 

rer and more fenſible communi- 

onwith him,T ſay it vypon exat- 

tryal thou: finde in thy ſelfe theſe 

ibfallible notes ofrea}l loue vn ” 
y 


48 The trialbof a Chriſtians 
thy ſelfe theſe infallible notes of 


reall lone vntothy Saviour, then Þ 


FE hope it wall not repent thee of 
thy labour. For now thou know - 
eſt vypon what ground thou ſtan- 
deft,now thy ioy may be full, af- 
faring thy ſelfe that - thou ſhalt 
hane a confidence which ſhall not 
deceaue thee before thy Saviour 
at his appearing. Contrariwite if 
when thou cntreſt intothy heart, 
thou findeſt no facred fire vpon 
the bearth but all cold and vn- 
comfortable,if thou haſt not yet 
beene acquainted with thoſe 
—— heart and affright- 
ments of con{ciencefor thy ſins, 
which viſually put. poore hum- 
bled ſoules into thoſe vehement 
fits of loue vnto your Saviour , If 
thou-canſt gine no reaſon of thy 
tuppoſed lone vnto- Chriſt from 
any thing that thou haſt felr in 
thy ſelfe butonely from what c- 
ther men ſay,trom the Lawes & 
cuſtoms 
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ſFncere loue-onto Chriſt. ay 
cuſtomes of the place where- 
| thou arta ſubject, thenthoufind- 
eſt thy ſelfe bur in. an. vnliappy- 
caſe yet thou art happy in. this 


that thon knoweſt the worlt of” 


thy ſelfe,and maiſt ſecke outbe- 
times foran efleRuall. remedy,If 
this be thy caſe conſider feriouſly. 
that thou art yet vnderthe heavy 
curſein.my Text , and therefore 
impatient of this accurſed eſtate, 
recolleR thy ſelfe & call a ſpee- 


dy aſſembly of thy belt wits, and 
thenbethink = ſelfe that Chri-- 
i 


(tianity isn9 ludicrous , or jcſting 


matter , that the profeſſion ot- 


Chriſt the moſt ſerious bufinelt 


inthe world,thattherefore'que-- 
{honlefſe there is x great dea'e. 
more in it; then: the formalities. 


of comming to Church , carrying 
bible , hearing aſermon, that 
without donbt- Chriſt requires a 
reall inward diſpofition. of the 


foule which ſhould feafon all. 
theſe 


43 Thetriall of a Chriſtians 

theſe complements and .make 

m themacceprable, | 

” 3- Conſider in the next place 

—_— the ſumme and ſcope of Chriſti- 

of Ch; anity which is only to ſhew how 

aniry. Wiſerable thou art by ſinne,, and 

X how happy thou mayſt bee in 

Chriſt, When thou art come thus 

farre,ſet the looking-gl-fle ofthe 

Law before thee and terrific thy 

{clfe with the vgly deformities 

andloathſome ſtaines of thy ſoule 

through the guiltof ſinne,. then 

turne vato the Goſpell and con- 

Gder how Chriſt Icſas out of the 

abundance of his lone” with 

which he loned thee being his 

enimy,ſhed his deereſt blood to 

| waſh away theſe ſtaines from thy 

j ſoule as very a wretchas thou art 
| { as wellas any mans elſe. 

Prayer the. 4 Laſtly , having thy foule at- 

' =_ armor tentinely fixed vpon.this, betake 

I _ thy ſelfeto carneſt prayer , and 

1 with (ſtrong cries & groanes 1m 

if | portunc-- 
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ſyncere lone vnto Chrift, 4s 


rtune the ſpiritof grace to en- 
jghten the cies of thy vnderſtan- 
ding , that thox maiſt bee able to_ 
comprehend with all Saints what 

& the breadth length, and height, 

and depth,and to | the loxe of 
Chriſt: which paſſeth knowledge, 

Eph.3. 19. Doe this from thy, 
heart, and continue in ita while 
with an cager patience, and then 
I dare bee bold toſfay that thou 
ſhalt feele aſtrange alteration in 
thy ſelfe, then ſhalt thou feele 
« Ta 089 4M my covey not one 
fimplecommotion in thy foule 
butanaflembly & throng of paſ- 
fions,thca ſhaitthoube acquain= 
red with thoſeſcaldingaffeions 
to Chriſt Tefus which holy men 
haue feltin all ages and (triued ro 
exprefſe in their ſoljiloquies but 
could not , yea the greater ſinner 
thou haſt beene the more wilr 
thou with Mary Luc. 7. lay about 
thee with tearcs of forrow , and 
tLarcs. 


fO The triall of a Ghriſtians 
teares of ioy,and ina holy kinde Wt! 
ofdiſtration ſtriue ro /owe much ic 
' becauſe much ts forginen thee, 
Laſtly thou wilt plain y ſee how 
villanouſly hitherto thou haſt di(- 
ſembled with thy Saviour , and 
whatadealeof Angelicall com- 
fort thou hyſt loſt by being aſtri- 
ger vntohiMand hauing once af 
ter omeclaty adsof? itent 
ſadneſfe reconered the light,thou 
wiltrewyce as the wiſe men 
when they recoucred the light 
of the ſtar with exceeding great 
toy and followit through thicke 
and thinne , through all diffticu!- 
ces and oppoſitions whatſoever 
#91 thon ſhalt come toſce him as 
he is incomprehenſible ſplencor 
amoneſt infmite millions of glo- 
ried Samts & Angels;To whom 
with the Father and bleſſed Spi- 
rit three glorious perſons & one 
molt infinite Deity bee aſcribed 
all honour, power, might, _ 
| ic 
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ie-and dominion now and for 
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Grate bee with all them that 
lone our Lord Teſus Eh; if 
in ſinceritie. 


£2 any good 
IIS a necdlefie pre- 
, face, my text is 
part of the fare 


/ 
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beaucnly Epiſtle , wherein the 


compoſer of 1t in the folemne 
forme ofa benediion wiſheth 
Grace ( that is)all thoſe preci- 
ous mercies and glorious benchits 
Which flow from the grace and 
favour of God , 'vnto all ſuch as 
lone Chriſt Teſus in ſyncerity, 
Theoriginall hath & agSaycia In 
incorruption , as our tranſlarors 
hane expreſſed it in the margent. 
the ſenſe is all one , for to loue 

Chriſt 


Sincere lone to Chriſt, 1 


hriſt in ſincerity, is to embrace 
imintirely without any rottc- 
ole of heart, without any vn- 
undneſle of affe&ions , withour 
'Mny mixture of hypocrifie. The 
recke ſchuliaſt conceiued the. 
\poſtle by the word 4ptlageia to 
ne required not ſo much the 
Uncerity, as perpetuity of lone 
to Chrift in thoſe whom hee 
-Wic{ſcs and therefore he expoun- 
ethit by the adverb agbaplor, 
nderſtanding it not ſo much ofa 
ure vncorrupt , as of a conſtant 
prruptible lone , which yer 
Iwayes preſuppoſeth the other, 
confeſſe the word may very . 
ellfitvndcr this interpretatt- 
but yer I prefer the former 
fore it, and botha great deale + 
fore Beza's ( with dye reue- 
vnto ſo incomparable- a 

ian ) who hath turned all quite - 
ther way, referring iy «pdag+ 
a not to loue but to grace, and 


— 


ſyneere lone onto Chriſt, x, 


taking it for «is aodarviay 4d in 
mortalitatem, as if the ſenſe wear 


to bee, Grace bee withall then 
which leue Chriſt Teſus, vnti 
they comeor to bring them vnto 
immortality. The conftruQion 
the world which our tranſlatours 
have made choyce of, hee reied; 
Becauſe he Ja not remember, 
that 2652e9{e had any where that 
fignification, I confefle it'sa very 
rare one, and for that reaſon [ 
hane infiſted-vpon it, being per- 
hapsnot to bee found out of the 
new Teſtament, but if any man 
pleaſe tolooke in the 2. to 7. 
- v. 7. hee ſhall there find the 
word , and hardly capable of any 
other conſtruction. Beza indeed 
* luſpeRingthatitcreptour of the 
margent into the text, hath there 
teft 1-quite out, which I wonder 
at, Aceing him(elfe confeſſes 
thathee found it in the ancient 
Grecke Copies, whertore I ſup- 
; ; pole 
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54 Thetriall of our 
poſe - without any preiudice tg 
the diſcourſe which I ſhall bu- 
id vpon this {cri _ I may 
proceed confidently according 
toour owne tranſlation eſpect- 
ally ſceing I know ſome ſixmore 
of good note” which all read ei- 
ther in, or with ſincerity : In 
briefe then , the meaning of my 


text is this , Let the favour of » 


GoJ and al thoſe bleſſings which 
iffue from it,reft _ thoſe who 
doe notby groundlefſe preſump- 
tions flatter themſc)ues or coun» 
terfeit appearance perſwade o- 
thers that they loue Chriſt Icſus, 
but doe in very deed-and good 
carncſt loue hun with all 4c 
hearts, and with all their foules. 
Or thus , Let tlie gracious pro- 
miſes of God in Chriſt bee ful- 
filled vpon them and them only, 
whoembrace and obey. his Goſ- 
pell with found and honcſt, he- 
arts ,whoare true Chriſtians in 
; whom 


—_ 


4 Thetriall of a Chriſtians 
whom is no gnile. For wee muſt 
note that, as the whole Law of 
God erexeparaiirer as the Apo- 
{tle ſpeakes , is fummarily com- 
priſed inthe word Lone , Loue 
to our neighbour mcluding all 
the duryes of the ſecond table, 
and loue to God the duties of 
both, though more immediat]y 
thoſe of the firſt , even: ſo our 
loue vnto Chriſt compriſcth all 
the duties , all the reſpeRt and 
homage which wee owe vnto 
himand his Gdſpell. 
It is not my purpoſe to dif- 
member my text by the vnto- 
= ward curioſity of a diuiſion : I 
haue notas yet learned that picce 
of methode. The reaſons 1ndu- 
The rea- 'cing mee to the choyce of this 
ye x-Scri ture aroſe from a ſerious 
þ this Scrip. conſideration of the' ſpiritual 
race,  "cltatcof SE__ Wee line in 
-anage of moſt peremptory pre- 
fumption , aud \yee ay — 
al 


 ſynceve loxe to (rift. 5 
that our preſumption of the end 
is yphcld by.our preſumption of 
the meanes. No man but thinkes 
hee ſhall bee ſaned , and why ? 
becauſe euery man'thinkes him- 
ſelfe to bee a Chriſtian, to bee 
one that loues Chriſt , whichto 
ſpeake more rationally is but our 
reſiynption ; for it is no pre- 
faction for a man to beleue 
thit- life ſhall bee faved vnleſſe 
heebee vnaſſired of this ſuppo- 
fition that hee is a Chriſtian, Ina 
word, whereas there is a two- 
fold grace of God : his promiſing 
&rewarding grace, & thenhis 
qulifying or ſanAifying grace, 
wee preſume vpon that, becauſe 
wee preſume vpon this , wee 
$ } make full accountof his mercies 
$ | and promiſes, becauſe wee make 
1 { noqueſtion of thoſe holy quali- 3 
l F ficationsinour ſelues which difſ- Eq 
ſevs tobelecue in him and to FX 
him, 7) ſeeing wa 


6 The triall of anr 


all fappoſe thar the euerlaſtine 
2 PPor God doe moſt ns 
libly pertaine vntÞ all and none 
bat ſuch as loue Chriſt Ietus, 
2: that our ſclues are all ſuch, 
the firlt ſuppoſall being cleare 
out of my text, all our care muſt 
bee for the aſſurance of the ſe- 
cond , to ice that wee are-not 
miſtaken in our accountubfyonr; 
{elues. The triall of all ,2teg itt 
this ſyncerity, whether weearc 
indeed thoſe men in reſpec of 
Chriſt which wee verily thinke 
our {clues to bee. T hat _—— 
I may acquaint you both wit 

the mccelioyand methode of this 
triall, that I might (hew. you J:. 
both whatneed wee haue toex- 
amine the ſyncerity of our Joue 
vnto Chrift and Chriſtianity , 
and after what manner wee 
Ought to goe about, that if it may 


—— er and turner of I.” 
to effect any thing by © þ, 
| con- 
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contemprtible an inſtrument , T 

wml ake ay: SETS BY 
ant , bur dea cr | 

hh flefſerh Hounds in Ly money 

this land , and cauſe him to looke = 

betrer tons (tanding, I hauere- Three 

ſolued by the aſſiſtance. of 'the moſt con- 

ſpirit atſcuerall opportunities to fidcrable 

iſcourſe vnto you of 3. gene- PRI © 

rall heads , or moſt conſiderable ,,,., 

points in our Touevnto Chriſt ; Chit, 

r. the ground” or foundation 

of our loue vnto Chriſt ; the rea- 

ſons wherefore wee are Chri- 

[tians, 2. the degree or inten- 

ton of our loue vnto Chriſt;how 

mich wee ought to loue him,"or 

in what pitch of reſolution to 

refigne our {clues vnto him. 3. 

the effefts and - operations of 

cur loue vnto him , or the ſpe- 

crall fruites of our ſyncerytie, In 

my diſcourſe of the ground of 

our louc ynto Chriſt I have pro- 

poled  vnto my elfe this me- 

D2 thod 
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The ſub- thod 1.1 will diſconer twode- Þ 3 
ect of this ceiuable inſufficient grounds |} t 
py which ar this day. betray thou- Þ t 
very of the {nds vnto perdition , cauſing | © 
fillegroad them to fallſhort of thoſe glori- | £ 
of love vn» Os hopes which were built v- | C 
to Chriſt, pon them. 29 I will lay open the || x 
true ground and proper originall Y V 

from whence all ſyncere af-  t 

feftion vnto Chriſt ariſeth, The 8 
tl 

[91 

al 

Cc 

d 


firſt of thoſe deceiuable grounds, 
is cuſtome , the diſcouering 
of ' which will take vp as 
much time as your patience 
will be willing to allowmeeat 
once. 

In thehe- The fall of man hath not ſo | Þ' 

art of CYCLy f2rre worne out of his heart the | Þ: 


man there . 
EF .5anim. impreſſions of a Deity , and the 4 


preſſion of engrafted notions 0 religion , 
aDcity, butthat wee all bring into the | 
world with vs thoſe reſtles in- | 83 
ſtin&s , and importunate impul- | /* 
ſions which will not ſuffer vs to 


beeat quiet vntill wee are _ 
ate 


fincere lone vnto-(hrift, ' 9 
ated into ſome Religion or 0- 
ther, The Ancient Epicures 
hit were the ſcope of their - 
damned profeſſion to bee alto- 
gether irreligious , and the moſt 
comenting perfection they conld 
projet vnto themſclues , yet as 
wee may perceius by fuch wri- 
ings as hane lefe vs they 
could neuer fully attaine ynto it, 
bur in ſpight of their afte&ed A- 
theiſme they were forced to be- 
By many ſhrewd grudginges 
and terrible gripes of naturall 
conſcience. And though in the 
deniall of divine providence v-' 
pon the ſuppoſall of which de- 
pends all religion , they put a 
- face vpon it , and ſeeme to 
augh at the matter , yet wee 
may perceme they were (till 
gawled with that formido oppo- 
fiti and by thoſe engraned prin- 
ciples were cuer and anon {tung 
to reall feare of that truth which 
D3 they, 


Af 
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they would faine haue mocked 
ont of the world either as an an- 
cient inuention of policy tokeep 
CR as An evmagy 7; 
aucry © ISNOTARCE, 
fame inbred feedes ofreligion by 
which it pleaſerh God to force a 
manifeſtation. of himſelfe cuen 
ypon thoſe who - would faine 
haue no notice of him, and in the 
moſt reprobate mindes to make 
Atheiſmerather a wiſh then an 
opinion, after {o many ſucceſſi- 
01s of ages are no-whit decayed , 
but continue ſtill as ſtirring and 
- active in the hearts of men as c- 
uer they were fince they recet- 
ned that vnhappy cruſh by the 
firſt rranſgreſſjon. For the Cre- 
ator of all things as the Plalmiſt 
tells vs Pfal. 33. 15. taſhionceth 
the hearts of all men alike , the 
word is «17 , which fignify- 
Es together at once , intimating 
"that the hearts of all men _ 
cpa- 


LS - 
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ſeparated from one another by 

neuer fo vaſt a gulfe of time or fey fakes 

place; are asaxaly. alike in re-ligion, * 

{peR ofthar originall inclinati-- 

ONS” , As if they had beene all According)? 

moulded at the fame time. The to the 

worſhip of a God then, ſome m_ of 

kinde of religion is neceſſary vn- i, 0. ? 

to vs , wee cannot ſhift it of : worthip.. 

but now the propenſions of na-- 

ture being blind and confuſcd, 

and there being a various multi- 

rue ofreligions inthe world, 
reordinarily ſtep in the lawes 

and cuſtomesoſthe country, into 

which the wombe of nature firſt 

empties vs, Which ſhape our ge- 

nerall inclinations either to wor- 

ſhip the rrue God or this or that 

Idoll, and the truc God after 

this or that manner, Looke a- 

broad into the world and obſerue 

the ſwarmes of divers and con- 

trary religions which etther fill 

places apart by themſ{clues or 


D4. are. 


22 The triall of oxy 
are promiſcuoofly exerciſed a- 
mongſt oneanother and you ſhall 
- perceine them tobe nothing bur 

the naturall inſtinFs of religion 
in generall ſpecificated intd d- 
uerſe formes and faſhioris by 
birth and education. For albeit 
there may bee many occaſions 
of and difficulties in the firſt 
bringing in of a religion into a 
countrey , yet afterit hath once 
by conntenance from ſapreme 
authority and other plauſtbilities 
inſinuated it felfe into the ac- 
ceptance and approbation of the 
multitude , it thence forth be- 
comes Te|poreg:d oloy to vie St 
Peters word, and with an cafy 
deſcent runs downe the (treame 
of ſacceſſion , being deliucred 
from father to ſonne as naturally, 
as the proper language , manner 
of diet , faſhion of apparell or 


any other cultomes of the coun- 
rey. 


Now 


by bn. oy 
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Now amongſt ſo many reli- There is 
gions as in ſcuerall parts of the Due yer 
world are by cuſtome conveyed wy WY 
and paſſed from one to another J1,t ene 
wee ſappoſe there 1s but one happineſſe 
which wee may care to truſt for is attained. 
our happincfle , butone that can 
certainly do our foales that goud V/hat true 
which moſt of the wou'd ſeeme Bbgions. 
to promiſe, Neither will wee 
ſeeme to <loubt but that this one 
fauing rc!ig'on is that which 
conſiſts in the knowledge of the 
on'y true God , and whom hee 
hath ſent Tcſus Chriſt, and there- 
tore wee will all ſeeme to bee 
much tn lone withthis Heavenly 
profeſſion before . any other 
whatſocuer, If then. wee will 
bee ſure not tocooſcn our (elues 
mntheſe perſwalions, not to 0- 
ver reckon our {elnes im our lone 
vnto Chrilt and Nis Gofpell,here 
1s a maine buſines for vs puntt- 
aly to enquire how wee came 

D 5 by 
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by this loue & likingwnto Chriſt, 
vpon. what motiue wee haue 
preferred this profeſſion of 
| Chriſt before ſuch a multitude of 
The moti- Religions in. the World, You 
| ves or rex- know that no art or invention 
| fons of our Qan farce waters to. mount -a« 
boue their ſpring head :. in hike 


manner , it's impoſſible that our 
affections vnto Chriſt ſhould bee 
more elevared, more heauen!y 
and fpiritual] then the origial 
from whence they ſ{treame, If 
then being put toit,by our ſelues 
or others, wee can. thinke of no 


better reaſons for our choice of 


Chriſtianity then fach as theſe, 
becauſe wee had the fortune to 
be borne inv place where Chriſt 
only was talked of, becauſe wee 
haue heard Tarkes, ewes ,. and 
Papifts much ſpoken againſt, and 
were ever told that this is the 
beſt religicn, becauſe the King 
and lawcs haue baniſhed all 0- 


ther 
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ther ſets, and haue eſtabliſhed 
this profeſſion of Chriſt which 
"© wee haue alwaies beene brought 
"Þ vp in , and could ncuer ſce any 
, & harme in it, if fuch fortiſh , ſen-- 
| flefſe Gufte bee the beſt defence 
wee can make for our ſelucs , it. 
appeares too pliinly thar our re-. 
bgion is nothing but thoſe com». 
mon reliques of naturall jn{tin&s 
which I ſpoke of before; chriſt-. 
ned as it wereby hamane lawes 
and cuſtoines , and that wee arc 
Chriſtians vpon no waightter in-- 
ducements ,. then wee might 
hanoþeene Pagans or 7dolaters, 
Itrembleto ſpeake it , if an Fu-. 
dian ſhould bee demanded why 
he worſhipped the Divell,chan-. 
ging only the circumſtances hee 
mightgine as ſufficientreaſons4s 
theſe for bus molt feavcfull and 
horrible\ Idolatry, But this ex-- 
tboygh it might: ſquare 
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odicus, 


anplc 
out too. well to my purpoſe 1s tao. 
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odious to bee infiſted vpon. Azke 
a common few why hee blaſphe- WY ar 
ames our blefſed Saviour , why Bp! 
hee expects anothcr Mefſias, a EU o1 
T wirke why hee is circumciſed, BT 
why hee is 'odcyoreg to 4/ahc- BY g: 
vert , they will both in cf Wdc 
giue the very ſame reaſons of Yn 
heir blafpheamies and fuperſtt- Yo 
w 
tr 
th 
q 
ti 
br 


tions, which a common ignorant 
Chriſtian will gme why hee & 
rather a Chriſtian-then a /ew or a 
Tarke , juſtify their damned ha- 
tred and dertcltation of Chriſt, by 
the fame arguments ,. which 
eauſc him to profefſe ſpecial loue 
and ſervice vnto him. Nay you 
wil fay there is no Chriſtian 16 
barbaroufly ignerant but hee 
may: fay more for himſclfe then 
any. of thoſe vnbcleiving miſ- 
creants can+ , hee hath heard 
the holy Scriptures read, beene 
made partakers of the blefled 
facraments, hce boyes to hve 
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his ſinnes forgiven htm-by Chriſt, 
Band though hee bce not able tro 
 Eprouc it by formall argumentari- 
| Eon hee knowes well encugh thar 
, E Tarkerandall fach as ſpeake a- 
gainſt Chriſt are accurſed infi- 
dells. I thinke indeedethere are 
not many Chriſtians but may ſay 
{} much andperhaps more , by 
wrote \ and taking it vp vpon 
traſt , but this 1s quite beſides 
the purpoſe. For I doe not now 
queftion the Chriſtian in the du- 
ties or opinions of his religion, 
but T call vpon him for his ſpe- 
ciall reaſons which cauſe him to 
performe thoſe duties, or em- 
brace thofe opintons., Hee hath 
beene partaker of the blefſed 
Sacraments , but what better 
reaſon: can hee gtue why theſe 
Sacraments can doe his foule 


ved : then a Twrke may , why 
his circumciſion ſhould bee be- 
aeficiall vato him ; hee hath 

| heard 
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"n5>»> immediatly from heanen , in that 
whnpah, laylatro-Hanzili as they call it, 


| "DRY fidellsas they tearme vs,and that 

R217 themſeclues are the only oſti- 
PPDVA 22144 or Mnſulmans ( that is ) 
 RYYQright beleeuers ? If then the 


18 T he trial of onr- 
heard the -Seriptures read an{ 
expounded , but what-bette 
reaſon can hee giue, why heu 

polerh the Scriptures to bee th 
word of Gol , then the T ark: 
will, why hee 1s ſo confident 
that the eA/coray came downe 


+ 


the night of demnuſſion ; Laſtly 
heeſtifly conceits humſelfe to be 
one of the only true faith, and al 
T xrkesto be abhorred infidel]s, 
but what peculiar evidences hath 
hee that the Twrkes are miſtaken 
and not himſelfe , ſeeing they 
areas confident on the other ſide 


that Chriſtians are { aſoromna.In- 
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Chriſtians being preſſed with 
theſe demands can prodpce no- 
thing from any fupernaturall al- 
teration 
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tcration which hee hath felt 
wroughtin himſelfe,jf he be not 
able from ſpirituall ſelfe experi- 
ence of that curting convincing 
power of the Scriptures , and ot 
thoſe admirable-vertnes & com- 
fortable influences of the Sacra- 
ments,it he be yeraltogether vn- 
uainted with thoſe celeſtiall 
alhes , irradiations and inward 
tcſtimonics of the ſpirit ,, which 
yſe to put all theſe things out of 
queſtion in ſcules truly Chriſtia- 
niz'd. Laſtly, if for want of ber- 
ter Apologtc he be forced to re- 
tire ro thoſe poore,diſhonourable 
impertinent, rather excuſes then. 
reaſons of his religion,taken from 
the lawes.and cuſtomes of his 
countrey.,.-it i5 too too manitelt 
thathe adheres vnto Chriſt vpon. 
no-berter.. motme then others 
blaſplicame and perſccute him, 
and even fvir at the motion of his 
namegbut hcreſome may put in: 
bow- 


20 The triall of our 
howſoever ſach a Chriſtian my 
be out-braned,yet that which he 
{aies and thinkes is true : hee is in 
theright though hee cannot de-ſce 
monſtrate like a ſcholler how he cr 
came to it,& therefore he is ſur:Y Pc 
howlſoever men may prate , to fa 
ſpeed well encugh. No fuch} 
matter , it is a very diſputa-ſ 1 
ble caſe , whether ſach a one 18 
as Jiucsand dies a Chriſtian vponſ] Þ 

Litth dif. cuſtome or aTwrkbe inthe gro(-Þ 1 

ference be ſer error. This may ſeeme very © 

wwixt ® harſh,but yon may eaſily eſpy the a 

Chriſtian » us pleaſe - Bc 

& a Turk, Futh oſt, if you pleaſe to reme 

© he for- DEr,tharboth the aſſent of our vr 

mer be fo derſtandings , and choice of our © 

only ypon wills may be miſguided into er- 
ome - rour two _ : either by —_ 
ting vnto, and approuing that as 
_ and good which init telfe is 
falſe and evill,or by aſſenting vn - 
eo,or approuing that which 1s 
both true and good in itſelfe,vp- 
on \veake,incohcrent , inſuffici 
Ent 
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ent inducements, I cannotitand 
to comment vpon this diſtin&ti- 
on,and it 1s ſorriviall that I con- 
ceaneit need not much to be ex- 
emplified. Applicd vntomy pur- 
pole itclearely ſhewesthe igno- 
0 _ Chriſtian not-to bee a whit 
1} more in the right then the Twrk., 
1. The obic of his aſſent and loue 
1c} is moſt rightabſolutely in itſelfe 
n becauſe itis not an objze&t vnrto 
© Þ him for that truth and nefle 
y by whichit's _ ed from 
«ff all other objects t for thoſe 
. | common corrupt grounds, which 
-j abſtraRtly conſidered, equally in- 
F dinethe foule to any objeR as 
- | welltothe grofſeſt errors asthe 
- | purcſttrauth, tothe, extreameſt W 
s || villas to the chiefeſt good. So 
s | that this compariſon is like to 
- Þ light molt heavy vpon the Chri- 
5 | fttan, ſeeing the goodnefle of the 
. 


otze&t will not excule or juſtifie, 
but rather ſhame and condemne 


Q 


33 "Thertriallofokr 
him,whoprofeſſiing much low 
vnto it,;paſſeth by that which + 
The Chi. PE wes louely init. Forthe pre 
" ians wo {ent indeed the Chriſtians caſcy 
\ . 3s the ber- inhgitcly the better » becauſe hee 
ter, only by may With more calc corre hi 
= - ENTOF , - ws requi = 

yn itics to that purpoſe,but i 
nar * he negle& todoe it hereafter, the 
ts crrour, 77 wil get the better of hin 

whenat the day of judgement,he 
wit ber glad change plac 
wW 1 to change place 
with him. in the meane tune, 
there is not any differece in ther 
exrors di eto reaſon , for 
this is 'certaine - that diverſity of 
Pp obje&scinotpur any difference 
inthe affents, where the grounds 
arc exactly the {ame , yea if ſome 
of the acuteſt moderne difputers 
hauc rightly determined, that the 
aſſent vnto the premiſes, and rhe 
conchaſion is-þut one & the {ame 
aſlent,being oviginally to thoſk 
an 
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and terminatiuely to this, I can 

ſearce allow the diflcerence to be 
eo great. For then it ills nor 
»thow falſe or truc the concluſion 

beablolutely inirſelfe , buthow 
| trongly or wankly it's inferred 
_ it'spremiles,and therefore 
2 one concludean infallible 


nflchood out of the fame faultic 
ie premiſes, the errour of bath 3s 
he Ge tf they aſſent vntorheir 
concluſions vpon no other medi- 
um then thistnſufhcient one,vp- 
on which they both agree, Far The igno- 
example , the principle ypopn rant Chri- 


which thei 1gnorant Chriſtians afſ- itians afler 
ſent vnto the Goſpel ſtands , i is Gopal 


this: Thar religion which my Pa and the 

rents haue taught mec, my S0OUG- Turkes to 

raigne mg mee , and the the mn 

common cry of my countrey ap» *2*; | 

oro I The © _ bot 
wrke onely the'appro= (Ze 

pruating circumſtances, mppole SM 

ewic 
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likewiſe,thatreligion which hr 
Sultan, Parents, and Countreſi 
men hane commended vnto hiner 
to be queſtionlefle the beſt. Botſo 
then procced vpon the fame m:hi 
dium, and therefore though bi 
the intervention of other caſuliſo! 
ries,the Txrke be caſt vpon exe 
crable blaſphemies & impictiaif 
and the Chriſtian vpon heavenlyh 
and holy truths, their errour js dh 
rely the ſame,though more fora 
tunatein onethen in the other 
And howſoever ſuch a Chriltiaſþc 
hath hisaffent and imaginary lon: 
by lot ofhis birth and education 
actually fixed vpon ſauing truths 
yet vntill hee bethinke him ſcliq6 
. of more proper and ſollid reaſon 
for his choice, heeretaines (till in 
his breaſt habitually and impliÞ 
citly the ſecds of all thoſe hel)iſh 
impoltures,which by other men 
in other places, hane been enter-Pc 
tained and -{wallowed __ 
,; ame 
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h hſme occaſions, Suppoſe a Chri- 
treian, who can make no better de» 
"&nce for his profeſſion then fuch 
oi onc as I haue laboured ro make 
meFim aſhamed of,immediatly after - 
| b&isbirth in England had beene 
uFonveyed into Turkie, and there 
iſteed of baptiſme circumciſed 
ticfter the Turkiſh manner , and 
2nFhere ſo cunning]y trained. vp in 
3 01 e Turkiſh ſaperſtition,that ce 
forhad no occaſion gwen him to fu- 
herflpeRt himſelfe not to haue beene 
taÞorne a Turke : no queſtion bur 
onqſhee would haue beene as zealous 
onhere for the raſcal] Mahomet: as 
ow being bred in England,he 1s 

- {For the blefſedLord of the world. 
ound no marvel, for the very fame 
| iafÞccurrences which have made 
plShim a Chriſtian here , mult needs 
ihFuzue made him a Mahometan at 
en Conſtantinople,ſeeing that what 
er-Woever arguments drawne from 
h:Mawes, es, birth,education, 
me plead 


26 'Therriall of ony © 
plead here forChrift would there IF © 
erfiwade as effeQually for Ma-I=© 
- Homet. Neither ſpeakeT this a YC 
ifthis would argue any notorious 
* imperfeRion in the man : fr 
donbtlefſe this woald bee an 
mans caſe: Suppoſe any of thoſe 
renowned Champions of Chriſt 
whom Queen Mary ſent to hea- 
venin fiery Chariots , had beene 
miffed and brought vp amongſt 
theSaracens , vnlefſe God had 
vouchſafed them a miracle for 
their converſion,we cannot ima- 
gin but they would hate beene 
Saracens. Suppoſe the debouteſt 
Saint of Godat this day breathing 
had beene trained vp at the feet 
of ſome Iewiſh Rabbin if wee 
looke no higher then ordinary 
meanes,we muſt nceds conceaue 
that with the helliſh malice ofa 
- ber wallttufe ea Gt 
Elk viour of Mis, whom 
: ot / 
I 


— 
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rw.he worſhips day 
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T'nentioned not that therefore 


* ſho ſhewe the weknefſe of the 

M |: —_— ſach won eco ms 
riſtianity,as changing only t 

: bene of his nativi educati- 

- ({on-might haue made him hotrer 

! eainſt itthen now hee is forit. 

$9 that the onely fundamental 


ther a Chriſtian then a Iew, Turk 
or Idolater, is becanſe Chriſtiani- 
ty beſpoke him as ſoone as hee 
came into the world,andpermit- 
ted not thoſe madtle ſiperſtitions 
either to ſpeake with him art all 
x not tfl 1t ſelfe had' prevented 


Ir 


we 
nefally in the world error kee 


ter with baſe preconceipts and 
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rexſon'why ſucha Chriſtian is ra- - 


themand poſſeſſion. For A formall 
c thar albeit ge- ciriſtian is 
tith out of the ſoules of men by ly; the . 
anticipation, damming vp all the cutome of 
paſhges by which ſhe ſhould en- his country ++ 


: . 
- 
- 


.this toſpeake more punAually i 
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hath been pleaſed to alloy truth 
an amthoriſed,ferled reſidency, it 
gets the ſtart of error & prevails nc 
as mach by prepoſſcſſion hereaſſw 
errour doth im other places, bez 
ting that away with the ſame cl 
mours and out-cryes by whichit 
ſelfe is elſe where baffled.” But 


nota fight betweene truth and 
errour, though by the vndiſcer- 
ning vulgarit be miſtaken for it 
but a kinde of blindfold cembateÞ 
berweene prejudice and preju- 
dice , or of cuſtome againſt cu-Wi 
ſtome. For in theſe ral thoughIFe 
truth blocke vp errours way and 
{ſo keepe.that from ſtealing into 
the ſoule,yerdothnot ſhee pre- 
ſently enter in her ſelfe , butſſtc 
ſtands,as it were, before the dorefſec 
diſplaying her reſplendent rari-fm 
tics and admirable perfe&ionsÞs1 
and if for their ſakes alone ſhe beÞle 
not carndltly invited to come _ to] 
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dimportun'd to take vp her 
t lodging there , {hee vouchfafeth 
not to-enter but at laſt ings a- 
wayin diſdaine, Men may ima» 
gine ſhe is gone in becauſe they 
cannot heare or ſce hereſie or ſu- 
perſtition ſtirring within, but for 
certaine ſaving truth never pref- 
eth ihto any Paley t1 the bare 
d{edyantage of being the firſt cone 
mer; bat for her owne ſneular 
t {wotth ſhe lookes to bee wooed, 
Importuned, and with ſome- vio- 
-Wence haled in, as the bleſſed'ſt 
«Retieſt that could poſſibly hae 
omefirſt or laſt. here may 


ſome demande;, if the ſirmme of 
toffe!! this that hath'becne ſpoken 
e-$Þe true, to wit, That our lone vn= 
utto Chriſt and his Goſpell bee not 


gottenby our birthand education The benes |. 

mongft Chriſtians, what henefir j5.0, 

81tto beborne within the viſi- education 

ble Church > What prerogatiue amongſt 

tode bred inthe light of the Go- Chviſtians. 
SE ſpell 
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{pell? I anfwere thatit'san ad. 
vantage ofincitimable value , for 
which we all owe more thanks 
and praiſes vnto the Lord rhe 
our ſhallow braincs and narrow 
hearts can poſſibly conceaue. But 
we mult wifely cofider the pro- 
per end and vic for which it hath 
pleaſed the father of lights to 
afford ys this bleſſed privildge, 
which is not that it ſhould bee 1 
cauſe,but a meanes , not a ground 
butan occaſion of our loue vnto 
kis beloued ſonne, In our commo 
ftreindſhip we can caſtly diſtin- 
guith betweene the contingent 
accaſions . of our acquaintance 
with a man, and: the immediate 
reaſons of our affectionate loue 
vnto him;thoſe are: accidentally 
— acre" rn , theſe are 
e ſpecial exccllencies appre- 
hended by1 vstobee Hon in 
the perſon wee affe&t, thoſe arc 
but meanes to; bring vs to the 
PTTL knowledge 
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knowledge of theſe. Evenſoin 
our ſpirituall lone vntoChriſt Ic- 
ſus blefled for ever , the Lord 
hath gratioufly planted vs with- 
in the ſound of the Gofpell,giuen 
vs education in Chriſtian rites & 
faſhions,and provided vs the te- 
ſtimony of the Church to tell vs 
that there is ſich a Saviour come 
into the world , and to'bring vs 
joyfull newes what vnvaluable 
treaſures of mercieand glory he 
hath brought with him to enrich 
all ach as ſhall come vnto him, 
pinched with the ſenſe of their 
fpirituall poverty ; Thoſe are the 
meanes appointed to giue vs no- 
tice of theſe,but theſe only muſt 
bee the grounds of our affefion 
vnto him, To conclude this dif 
courſe,albeit our louevnto Chriſt 
be gotten by our naturall birth& 
education,be nothing worth in it 
ſelfe,yetis it the ordinary rode 
which leades vs tothe ſight and 

E 2 ſcnſe 
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ſenſe of thoſe tranſcendent per- 
feftions in him which will ra- 
viſh vs witha more tranſcendent 
loue ofhim : Happy are weeif 
that baſe vulgar lone bee in time 
ſwallowed vp ina lone more cc- 
leſtiall and divine, if that which 
can doe our ſonles no good while 
we reſt vpon ir become a manu- 
duction 'vnto that which wil cer- 
tainely make vs blefled. Had not 
the Serarieers belecued at firſt 
an inſufficient ground , the 

a of the woman , they had 
notcome to belecue vpon the 
true,their owne knowledge and 
expcrience, Had not the faithfull 
ſoule which is now molt ſicke of 


a {pirituall love vnto her Saviour, 


loued him vponheare-ſay & 
cultome,ſhe had never felt, inall 
probability , thoſe heavenly tran- 
cesand vnvtterible raviſhments 
with which now ſhe is tranſpor- 


—_—  — 
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feſſe vnto Chriſt berweene our 
firſt birth , andthe firſt pangs of 
the ſccond,is a loue ariſing only 
fromnature and cuſtome , and is 
tolerable in vs while wee are 
children , being not ſo properly 
an Errour as an introduction vnto 
truth: I ay it's a hopetull prepa- 
ration in children which gre not . 
yet come to that ripenes of their 
natural] facultics that the ordina- 
ry meanes of grace, the preach- © 
ing of the Goſpel},may work vp- 
on them. Butafter they haue at- 
tained ro maturity of reaſon and 
ſhould beginne to hanve ai 217/us 
Ky Rt ui azas theApoltle ſpeaxs, 
their ſenſes exerciſed to aiicerne 
betweene good and evill, it they 
procced ti!l in fuchchildith co- 
ceipts of Chriſt Icfus, 2nd drow- 
ficaffetions vnto him , as they 
ſucked from their nurſes breaſts, 
their loue beginnes now to bee 
grofſely ſinful}, and whenſoever; 
E 3. '-1Þ- 
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X ſhall pleaſe the Lord to thun- 
derthem euit of that ſlecpe of 
death , wherem now they emwy 
tome contenting. dreames they 
muſt penitently bewaile it a- 
niongſt the other finnes: of their 
. wvnregeneracy. I haue done with 
my diſcovery of the falſe ground 
The places of lone vnto-Chriſt , by naturall 
of Scripture jnſtints of religion ot to 
which ſeem Chriſtianity by birth and educari- 
wp/\548 , On. Before I procced roan appli- 
uered, Cation of this diſcourſe, I will 1n- 
fiſt vpon ſome oppoſite places f 
ho!y Scripture , which will adde 
both light and ſtrength vnto the 
precedent diſcourſe , and Ihope 
prepare your hearts to the en{u- 
ing application. And firſt wee 
 hancanexeellent.place, Carr.s. 
v.9.wherethe fpoule, thats the 
faithfall foule, hath this interro- 
gatory doubled vnrocher , what :* 
thy beloned more then a beloued, 
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dod,what is thy beloued more then 
a beloued, that 1s, what tranicen- 
dencies,what fingularities of al- 
luring perfe&ions, are ſo pecuh- 
arly remarkable in that Saviour 
of them , on whom thou artſo 
ſtrangely enamored, as it there 
were nothing louclybeſides him? 
But whathath the foule nothing 
now tocommend in her Saviour, 
but what might bee paraleld in 
ome other ? Yea, from that verſe 
tothe ende of the Chapter, ſhee 
runnes on ina deſcription of his 
rarities ;a deſcription ſo ſtuffed 
with the choiceſt delicacies of 
expreſſion, that I am pertſwaded 
itcannot bee matched our of any 
ot thoſe Poets which haue flow- 
en higheſt in amorons invetions;I 
cannot ſtand to vnfold them vn- 
to you : that which makes moſt 
to my purpoſe 1n it, is the fuper- 
late preeminence which thee 
ees him,v.io. He # the chiefeſe, 
4 : or 
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or.as itis more clegant]y in the 
originall, He & an enſigne bearer 
amongſt ten thouſand, for 1o the 
word 1x7 Dagel;proper]y ftg- 
nifics, v.16.He altogether loye- 
bh; avYerva * >> calle machd- 
madadimyhe is all entire , hee is all 
compoſed of loues , wherevpon 
ſhe concludes witha, triumphant 
Epiphonemh, 7 bv ue mpbeloned, 
and thu is my friendjo-yee dangh- 


#Ptul. r.y;. ters of I atem; A {ccond me- 
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morable placeis, Ph. r,v.9. 10, 
St Paul fpeakes thus , «And this ] 
pray that your lone, (towit,to 
Chriſt and his Goſpell ) may a- 
bound yet more and more in know- 
ledge,and- in all tuudgement , that 
You may 'approne things that are 
excellent that yee may bee ſyncere 


and without offence,till the day of 


Chriſt, The Apoſtle praying for 
the confirmatio of their loue vn- 
tothe Goſpell,and as anefpeciall 
mcanes of that hce praies,, tlizy 

may 
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may abound in all judgement , by - 
which they may bee able vpon . 


good grounds toapproue the rc- 
allexcellencies-of tyuth before 
the plauſibilities of errour,that fo 
they may bee ſyncere in their 


loue ynto it,to which purpoſe al-- 
ſo hee prayes for the Epheſians, . 
that they might bee rooted and ' 


grounded in lone, Ephel.3. 1 7. A 


'third conſiderable place 1s , 


I.Cor:1 2.3.Wherefore I giue you 
to vnderſtand , that no man pea k- 


Cor.12,149 : 


ing by the ſpirit of God calleth» Tem 


[ras accnrſed:; and that noman can 
fay that Jeſus is the Lora but by 
the Holy Ghoſt,that is, no man ca 
with the fiduciall affent of his 
heart,acknowledge Chriſt tobee 


| theonly Lord , whichhee is to 


worſhip by the ſame impuifions, 


by which another curſes and bla- - 


ipheames him, but by ſuch pecu-- 


ltr motiues asare ſuggeſted and 
revealed vnto him by the holy 
Ghoſt. E 5 There 


be 
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There is no man in this aſſcm- 

bly but would thinke 1t very 
ftrange,if ene ſhonld tell him ſc- 
riouſly, he conld-not fay , ne not 
ſomuch- as thinke , that Tefns is 
theLord. But if he thinke & fay 
him to be Anathema, his faying 
will doe him no-good, thongh he 
make ithis only work to reveale 
it as longas hee lines. The Jaft 

© place ſhall bee that eminent une 
im S* Peter, 1.3.15. But ſanttifiie 
the Lord in your bearts, and bee 
ready alwaies to gine an anſwere 
te every man that acketh you a rea- 
fon of the hope that 144m you, W hat 
reaſon*Sucha one as may bee rc- 
torted by*thole who queſtion vs? 
Sach a-one as may perhaps make 
inore againſt vs then for vs* Suck} 

_ agenerall one as might bee giacn 
for any preſamptio in the world? 
No,a reaſon from a clecre diſtint 
knowledge of the peculiar 
- grounds,and Experimental] ſenſe 
o? 


% 


- 


- 
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 ofthoſe encouraging foretaſts of 
our incorcuptible hopes by the 
Goſpell: which though it cannot 
convince ſnch Hereticks and In- 
fidells as examine vs; becauſe the 
God of this world hath cloſed 
their cies , yetir mayſtrengthen 
vs to poſſe our: ſonles in pati- 
ence, and ro hold faſt our confi- 
dence which hathſuch great re- 
compenccs of reward in. ſpight 
| of lfthe terrours of Men or Di-- 
, | vels. vc I 
| Yſe. 1. To admoniſh every , | Md 
| | mankere preſent withall ſpeed yy ſelves: 
and diligence to commme with whether ye: 
his owne heart, 'and to Examine Þb< come | 
whether he beas yet come outof _ nn 
his cuſtomary lone vnto Chriſt | — 
mtoaſpirituall, or no. Beloned, Cy,iſt.ins. | 
weare all confident that we loue to a ſpiri 
ChriſtIcfas , and if one ſhould in 2ll,or n0.. 
earneſt tell vs wee- did not loue 
him,wee ſhould take ir as ill, and 
interpretit as ifhec told vs wee - 
W<re. 
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were damned. Secing then-all' | d 
our glorious hopes of a better life I £ 
arc buiit ypon this ſappoſition, | 
that we are the true Diſciples of I} -t 
a 
h 
{ 


Chriſt,as we would not be callcd 

to after-reckonings: at. that fo-. 
lenine day of accounts, or haue a. 
flaw found in our evid&e,which. || y 
ſhould eternally daſh our expe-- || © 
Qation ',. even then when wee || ("n 
ſhould take poſſeſſion , as wee I} b 
would not haue our hopes to va-- | d 
m{hin — contuſion, | 4 
at thatterrible day,when it ſhall Þ t 
be too late rorecall orreify any: || -4 
thing which hath beene former-- | ( 
ly amifle, as wee woulkinothaue || \ 
our confident coceiptsot Chriſts. || t 
lone vnto vs, and ours vhto him || 1 
give vs the ſlippe at the houre of || + 
acath ,. when-wee ſhould hane || 1 
moſt ve of them,and } ys to- 
a fearefull expeQation 0 
ment, Let vs,I ſay , if yge ki 


ny regard of ſenſc of th 


od . 


*-deate 


ba f 
ſyncere lone unto Chriſt, Ar 
deale ingenuouſ]lywith our owne 
foules , and-imparta)ly examine 
what berrer groundawee Have for 
that ſuppoſition- which vpholds. 
all our welfare ,. then. ſack as I 
haue demonſtrated to bee mi- 


ſerably inſufficient. Chriſtians | 


wee are all by education , by 
countryand cuftome,. by confor-- 
mity. vnto- lawes and faſhions: . 
but 1s this all Have wee procee-- 
ded no further ?: why this will 


aduantage vs no more for heauen . 


then that wee are- Engliſhmen. 
All this is but the outſide of 
Chriſtianity. Chriſtianity chai 
vpon vs by our naturall birth be- 
tore wee were aware of it, and 
fetled on faſter by cnſtome , and 
as om rivited - wee 

r never t of It, 
What fairh the Apoftle 2:. Ro- 


mans, 28.. Hee ts not a Jew which 


* One 4 il parige in that which 
* appeares outwardly. \W hat nothe 


alew- 


& 
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a Iew which is borne and breda 
Ter ? yea heersa lew inall ont- 
ward vifidle retpe&ts whatſoe- 
ver. Burt all theſe will gjue him 
no title to thoſe everlaſting pro- 
miſes which are made vnto eA- 
braham and his ſeed according 
to the faith. Hee is. no Iew in 
reſpet of the." In like maner he 
18no Chriſtian? , who is but ont- 
ward]y one : who'flides infenfi- 


bly to himſelfe into the viſible 


garbe of Chriſtianity ; by natu- 
rall generation. He only isa Icuy, 
whoisone 4 7.7«<p17ls inthe {c- 
crets of his heart , and hee on!y 
is a Chriſtian ,. who hath beene 


ZW z madeone byaſccond birth of his 


foule, invitible to others ; but 
admirably. ſenſible vnto- him- 
{elfe, being borne not of bloud, 
nor ofthe will of the fleſh, nor 
ofthe will of man, bur of God, 
as St Jobs fully expreſſeth it, c, 
Þ.. V., 1.3, Well then, if thou 
| wouldſt 
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wouldſt not bee miſtaken in. thy 
telfe , if thou wouldſt bee aſcer- 
Þ tained whither or no thou lo'ſh 
| Chriſtianity vpon.any other mo+ 
| tives then ſuch as nature and ca- 
| tome may ſuggeſt. Firſt of all 
| looke backe vpon-: the cliate of 
| thy foule ever ſince thou haſt 
 E beene able ro remember. Re- 
- | dieting thus vpon ſo mucho thy 
- E life as 1s gone, canſt thou not rc- 
 |member- a time- ' wherein- thy 
- {ftlfe being iudge, thou didſt bue 
, Bdifſzmble- with: thy Saviour ,. 
- Ewhcn thou thoughtſt of him bue 
' Every ſeldome, and ther; bur per- 
 EfamRorily:, without any -hear 
 SofaffeRions , when thon. tookeſt 
t Fnot muchto heart any thing hee 
- Ehath done for thee , when thow 
» It>akeltno conſcionable care to- 
" live vnto him ,.becante hee ind” 
» Bdied for thee, RefieRing thus v- 
pon the time paſt, canſt thou not+ | 


utcerne but that thy loue vnto- 
Chriſt: 
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Chriſt hath beene ſpunout in an 
even thred even from the cradle 
vntill now , but that the pulſc 
of thy affections vnto him hath 
alwaies beaten much after the 
fame manner , without any no- 
table variation. Ina word can'(t 
thou not remember but that thou 
haſt loued him alwaics as well, 
if notbetter , then thou haſt in 
the latter time of thy life paſt, 
I fay if the cafe bee thus with 
thee , its a thouſand to one but 
thon loueſt him only vpon that 
decciuableground _ 1T haue 
laboored to diſcouer, 

To dire&t a little farther in 
this' examination. Suppoſe the 
winde which now fits in thy 
backe, and kindly blowes thee 
on towards Chriſt , ſhould turne 
vpen a ſudden and furiouſly blu- 
ſter in thy face. Suppoſe thoſe 
lawes cuſtomes which hi- 
therto hauc crc.ouraged thee to 
procced 
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proceed in Chriſtianity , ſhould | 
commind thee back againe , aad The backe 
tell thee rhey were miſtaken : —_——_ 
{1ppoſeall the menthou knowelt ,,; $6.4. 
or heareſt of, ſhould change the the ſound 
faſhion of their religion , and Chriſtian, 
leane thee as much alone , as 
Elias once thought himſelfe to 
haue beene : and holy Athanaſin 
was when hee held vp againſt a 
world of Arrians; I fay. if the 73 
vo «p20 73 1wows thatſpeciall 
| excellency of the knowledge of 
| Chriſt , which madeS* Pax/ to 
count all things dung, that hee 
might winne Chriſt , hath nor 
furniſhed thee with vnanſwe- 
rable reaſons, why theſe ſap 
falls Ould not” pull thee backe,. 
tsa plaine caſe, that only the 
oppolite encouragements {ſet 
thee forward. To bee briefe, 
art thou not fare that thou haſt 
{uch (peciall peculiar reaſons for 
thy religion. as. could. not hauc 
ſuffered 
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{1ffered it,much lefſe haue cauſed 


thee vpon any ſnppoſalls to hane 


beene of any other. Haſt thou 
not with an inlightned vnder- 
, ſtanding eſpied in Chriſt Telus 
thoſe vnparalP*d tranſcendencics 
which putan infinitely vaſt dit- 
ference betweene him and thoſe 
many Antichriſts im the world. 
Laſtly, haft thou not at ſome time 
or other, in ſome meaſure had thy 
confcience convicted of finne, 
revined with ſuch gracious in- 
fluences diſtilling from his louely 
countenance , and refreſhed 
with ſuch words of eternall life 
from him, as thou knoweft{ goc 
whether thou wilt ) cannot bee 
expected from any one elſe. It 
thy heart anfwere no to-thele 
mterrogatories., affure thy felte 
thou knoweſt not yet what this 
meanes to lone Chriſt,-I thould 
but flatter thee to tell thee thon 
art a Chriſtian , PRSCEI in 

/ - ſome 
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ſome ſort mockethee , by giuing 
thee a glorious title , which it 
thou 'continue as thon art, will 
no way benefit thee, yea it will 
not only Keepe thee ont of hea- 
nen, bur ſinke thee deeper into 
Hell, Gme glory vnto God that 
thou lineſt in a time and place 
where thou haſt all encourage- 
ments , opportunities , invitati= 
ons to be moreentirely acquain- 
ted with thy Saviour , and ro 
grow as intumate with him , as 
any man elfc , but for the preſent 
bee content to conſider that thy 
loue of him hitherto hath- beene 
built ypon a rotten foundation z 
gnenoreſt vntothy ſelfe, vnrill 
thou haſt learned to lone thy Sa- 
viour ypon ſuch inducements as 
hee would hane thee, even be- 
cauſe hee hath Joned thee. Giue 
not over umportuning the ſpirit 
of grace 70 rr heant into 

lone of G into __ Je 
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rient waiting for Chriſt , as the 


Apoſtle divincly prayes fur the 


Theſſ.-2, Ep:;3.5. GienotoverF 
I ſlay, vntill thon haſt atrained 
wvnrto all riches of the full aſſurance 


" Vie. har (agent of the myſtery of God 


' thoſe that LO Father, of Chrift, 
are made as the fame Apoſtle weetlh, 


of the hea- 7/2. Let me beſpeake all 
| RR ſach , as by the neniles mercics 
wo things Of God me ting their hearts, hane 
wo heact, beene made partakers of the hea- 

uenly calling , and begotten 2- 


- 2 The 
| fm: fy For vatoa linely hbpe, let me 


Lo vn- phy Chriſt , it any fellowſhip 
| eoChviſt ofthe Spirit, it any bowels and 


Komary" take two thinges deepely to 
# prof heart. Firſt , the infinite diſho- 
gious name Dour which is. done-vnto Chriſt, 
; and Gol- - the: Author 'and finiſher, of our 


if there bee ,any conſolati- 


'by the cu- mercics, Jet me beſcech them to- 


ell. faichbythecuſtomary proficn 
KI ; © 


[ 
ti 
te 


an 


of underſtanding to - acknon 


partakers prayes for the Coloſſians 2, 2.1 
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1 [this lorious name & Goſpel in 
this kingdome, It'sabunre three 
ſcore yeares ſince the Saviour of 
. 2 rey hath vouchſafed after 
| molt eſpecial manner to reſide 
k "Famongſt vs carly and late, to call 
N and cry vnto vs , to take notice 
F what ved we have of _ 4.0 
k bethinke our ſelues of our infinite 
J wants , Which- none but hee 
wn fapplys counſelling vs 28 he 
. Church of Zaodicea to 
: = ofhim gold tried in the fire 

" that wema bee rich, and white 
A an our; nakedrieffſe 


0: Rio 
ny o_ ale mpemenr 
of night ſce thoſe: Things Nideh 


ong vnto' our peace, and'all 
this without mony : Now that 
Jaftcrall this there ſhould bee 


bog mer iyne oh who be- 
asked a realoh of the ho 
routing cannot f 
tolerable ſenſe why ___ po 
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Chriſtians rather then profeſſe 
Infidels; that there; ſhould ber 
whole pariſhes which cannot 
aftord one wiſe word toward 
the defence of our moſt holy 
profeſſion , that man who will 
take it very ill, if they are not 
accounted as good Chriſtians « ſo 
the beſt , ſhould thinke no o-JW 
therwiſe of Chriſt , then ſomeſ®! 
doe of S* Patricke, and S* David, JS" 
and. other of the Saints of theirÞa; 
country, Laſtly, that thoſe great} 
and precious promiſes , which} W 
Chritkarh chaſed-for vs, with] W 
the envakable pre ofhisowneſ10 
dearcſthlood,,, by thoſewho ori fo 
dayithinke t6hane their ſhare in 
them, that they, ſet as flothfull. JT 
ignorant, heartles affetions vpoſn 
them, as refeſſed Infidels - , 
ypon thoſe poore imaginary, det 
kling hopes which Sata A per-JYs 
mitted to abuſe them with, que 
ſtionleſſe it becomes -not any}! 
T many 


ſyneere lowe wnto Chriſt. 51x 


4 man., who hath reſolved the 
ee rclt of. tus time in thefleſh, to 
off (ecke the things of Chriſt Icfus, 
rd and hath felt in his owne foule 
ly what good reaſon he hath for it, 
il] fay 1t. becomes not any ſuch to 
off] think of theſe things which grate 
zo mercileſly vpon his Saviour | 
o-| wounds , and even make them ' 
nefblecd Jafreſh , without ſighs and 
;d,fgroanes, a bleeding heart,. and 

ira greatdeale of ſecret mourning. 
{Between e the millions of men 

<Iwho hate the Redeemer of the 

thi world ; and the nultizude which 

nefſloue him they knowe nut where- 

reflfore -,, O how few. are there 

infwhich loue him in ſynecrity 1 

I, JThe ſecond thing which I would, , To come 
po intreat of thoſe who vnderſtand: miferate f 
oefÞwhat a wofull thing it is to.bee, the lamen- 


& ſtranger . Ynto, 1 , ty bee. fable con | 
1-fyet vareconciled yaw God b 9m, vas 
k nur , is that the ould wi =_- . 
nyIcraing bowels commiſerate the brethren, 
n, en- 


& 2 The triall of our 
lamentable — of oy 
ogre ignorant en,w 

they ſhall ' meer. with: every 

where, eſpecially inmolt coun- 
wry-Villages. I have obferacd y- 
pon occaſions mich table-merri- 
_ which hath becne made 
tales whichpaſſeabourt of ſuck 
rd , ſenfelefſe anſwers as 
y Chriſtians have gi , being 

denantcdareons their faith, 
pon their death-beds 
Lagie eircomming tq the Lords 
table. Let fuch vnnararall mirth 
bee farre from e who, are 
ach e Game minde 
p en was in Chyift 
cſus. You, wh by arcdarm, 
£ 4756 our Cs, 
| tetfomde vnto life, 

| a fel re 


_— SF po 

; -» tharh evo vputhfpfe 
x more Ingentious 

fairer opportunities to grow ac- 
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"wounds as 
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quainted with the myſteries of 
grace , more diſtin& call of his 
fandifying ſpirit, and more i]- 
luminated apprehenfions to dif- 
cerne them , you might haue 
ed and ſtumbled in a thicker 
mail of ftup idity then now: be- 
fooles your mb brethren, 
you mighthaue diſhonoured that 
bleſſed wg by which /you are 
called , by as by miſconceits 
and it, follics , 8s any come 
from them , and whartſocuer is 
ridiculous in them might haug 
beene more prodigious in you; 
you know whatprice toſet y 
your owne- ſoules. You know 
the ſoule of the meaneſt idiot is 
ofcquall value with yours, and 
thatit coſt the redeemer of the 
World as ny pes and 
0 pitty 
thy brethren. fo likely wo periſh, 
wr 7; bormale Ay _ 


Ah. _—_—_ 
_ % p 


54 The trinll of our 


fed withſottith conceipts , will 
bee ready to laugh at thoſe who 
ſhall pitty them : 7 ake all op- 
portunities ro doe them ſome 
ſpiritual] goud as occaſion ſhall 
bee offcred , conferring with 
themand praying for them.: and 
let Chriſtian ſympathics bee the 


Teaft you can afford them ; you 


know what you meane , when 
you pray daily that Gods king- 
dome may come ; remember, you 


praynot in earneſt, vnlefſe you 


ou your faithfull endeavour to 
helpe it forward , as in your 
owne hearts , ſo in the hearts 
of your brethren, with which 
at any tire you converſe, Con- 
yorr — ___ dif- 
ma O oth yet 
Anken and By. y which 
few thinkes/of , e that 


The abſur- blind ablird implicite faith of 


dicie of ime 


as 'the Church be- 
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4 


fcncere lone vnto Chriſt, oy 


chooſe betweene him that bc- 
leeues ingrofſe, what the Chnrch 
of England belecuics, and hit 
that belecues as that ſynagogue 
of Satan the Church of Rome 
belecues, it neither knowes any 
thing explicitly , what either 
Church belecues. Meditate on 
this , and what zeals , what 
courage , what indignation you 
feele m your breaſls againſt the 
Antichriſtian impoſtures of 
Rome , ler them fly I beſeech 


ou vpoh all occaſions , ag: 

this Froceſtane Popery. rx 
{ce no hope but that the Colliars 
faith will hane the greateſt num- 
ber of profeſſours, whilſt accu- 
rate Catechizing of all ſorts of 
= le , which did ſo muchgood 

e primitive Church , isin 
ours ſo generally negleted. But 
I conclude,beſpcaking you inthe 
words of St [ude, But je beloxed, 


off 


% 
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A Prayer. 


56 Thetriallof owr 

moſt holy fasth, praymg i# the holy 
Ghoſt, Keepe your ſelues in the 
lowe of God , looking for the mer- 
cies of owr Lord Tefra Chriſt unto 
eternall life. «And of ſome haxe 
compa//ſion making a differtnce. 
eAnd others ſane with fear, pul- 
ling them out of the fire : hating 
even the garment Spotted by the 


O thou father of mercies and 
God of all conſolations , looke 
downefromthy throne of eter- 
nity , and take notice of vs thy 

oore ſervants , who doe now 
defireto muſter vp all the facu!- 
tics which thou haſt gen vs, 
and toemploy them in an accep- 
cable thankeſgining-ynto thee, 


O Lord wee defire to ſpend our | 
beſt ſpirits even to exhale our 


deareſt ſoules in thinkefulleiacu- 
lations vnto thee , for that molt 
incomprchenſibly admirable c0- 


# 


- death 


| trigance, of our faluation , by the 


| 


s 
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deathof the ſonne of thy loue : 
O Lord wee defire to bee tranf- 
ported with a holy amazement, 
as often as wee thinke of this 
myſtery of myſteries , and even 
to empty our hearts of their (e- 
crets in hallcluiahs, and voices 
ofexultation. Moſt holy Lord, 
wee praife thee, tor the marye- 
lous light of thy Goſpell, which 
hath acquainted vs with thoſe 
wonders of mercy , which thy 
Chriſt hath performed for our 
ſoules, for thoſe comfortable e- 
vidences of our juſtification by 
him., with which our bruiſed 
conſ{ciences haue beene molt gu 
tiouſly revived. Wee praiſe thee 


* likewiſe for thoſe wonders of a , 


new creation which thy bleſſed 
_ hathb e in ur hearts, 
- forthatithath begunne to wea- 

ken and waſt the body of finne, 
. to crucify thoſe corruptions 
which heretofore haue bin mot 
F 3 n- 
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mſolentin vs, to weane vs from: 
thoſe vanities , whichheretefbre 
Kmebeene our chicfe comforts, 
and to-make vs more willing to 
be kept withinaholy compaſle, 
© Lord, weedeſire , wee deſire 
with moſt enlarged hearts, to 
bleſſe thy infinite goodneſee, for 
all thoſe raviſhing irradiations 
and glorious prefaces of our bleſ- 
ſed immortality , by which thy 
comforting ſpirit, hath fo often 
encouraged vs ro patient: conti- 
nuance in well doing, Wee blefle 
thee foral the heavenly hes, 
affections, defireg , and reſoluti- 
ons which thou haſt pur into vs 
zany time, wee praiſe thee for 


that portion of thy good word 
which thou haſt afforded vs ar 
this time, O thou that delightcſt 


to pardon. abundantly , pardon 
all the errours and imperfettions 
which have come cither from 
meindelivering , or any of thy 
people 


ſynceve lone wnto Chriſt, 5 
people in entertaining thy meſ(- 
Ls ir not bee - TEE of 
death vnto death ; . vnto any 
man who hath beene within the 
ſound of it, but let it ſome way 
er other bee beneficiall vntohim 
inreſpeR of thy kingdome. And 
now oh thou that dwellett in vn- 
Þ {plendor , quite out 
of the ken of mortality , ſecing 
thou haſt ſuffered duſt and aſhes 
to approach fo necre to thee in 
thy ordinances, dilmifſe not any 
one of vs we beſcech thee with- 
ut a bleſſing , ſend not any one 
of vs without a comfortable 
beame ofthy countenance 1hi- 
ning into his heart ; T hou art the 
fountaine of holincefſe , ſend vs 
not therefore out of thy pre- | 
{ence,without ſome more clear- 
neſſe in our apprehenfions of 
thy ſawing miſterics , and heauen- 
linefle in our affeftions vnto 
them, Send vs not from thy 
F 4. * throne 
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throne ofgrace but with a hea- 
nenly calme in our, foules , or 
with ſuch tempeſts of repen- 
tance as may prepare vs for an 
everlaſting ſerenity , O Lord 
fend vs not away but either with 
that joy which pafſcrh all vnder- 
toning , or that godly forrow 
whichmay prepare vs for it. To 
thee O father with thy beloued 
fenne and bleſſed fpirit , three 
moſt glorious Perſons , and one 
infinite Deity, bee aſcribed all 
honour, power , praiſe , might, 
maicſty , and dominion , by vs 
poore ſinners here militant on 
| earth, andall the glorified com- 
panies triumphant in heanen , 
from: this time forth for ever 
more, eAmen, Amen. 
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our liacere loue 
to Chriſt. 


Bywyes. 6.V. 24. 


Grace bewith al them that louc our 
Lord Teſs Chriſt in ſincerity. 


PAR W 1 LL not dil- 
22 Courage your at- 
9% tention with a 
72 tedious repctiti- 
2 .on of what | hauc 
ES heretofore in a- 
nother audience delivered vpon. 


I this Scripture : ſome thing mult 


nceds bee recalled to. guide your 
attention into the enſuing dif- 
coarſe , and to knit that vnto a 
former : but I will not trouble 
you witha word more , then the 
necciiiy of methode ſhal enfarce 

| F5 me 
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meevnto, To winde vp then 
as much as is neceflary ina bricte 
introduRion , Wee lwe In an age 
of a Prefumption as peremptory 
2s vnverſal) : theyare rare mcn 
that make any queſtion of their 
falvation , and which 1s mult ro 
bee pitied, theyare fag.the mc/t 
part ſuch as haye leaſt reaſon. I 
am per{waded , there wasnever 
yet any time when men were 
generaſly more tonfident in their 

ope of heanen , or 1fe able wo 
giveakyviſe reafon for it ;, mv- 
mach , that 1t may bee but roo 
probably conjeQured , that to 
one that periſkes through def- 
paire, there miſcarry hnndreds | 
ehrongh preſumption. This ge- 
nerall prefamprtion ſtands vpon 
theſe two generall ſippoſitions, 
T', That Grace, (+) all the gra- 
cicus, precious promiſes of God 
concerning abetrer life , doe in- 
falliblyappertaine to. all ſach as 


lone 


ſynceve lowe unto Chrifts 3 


love Chriſt Ieſus in ſincerity : 
(1) ro al! fuzh asare true, ſerious, 
rclolute Chriſtians. 2, That wee 
our {ciuts arcall fluch men, that 
wee are all Chriſtians good c- 
nough ro ſerue the rurne, though 
_— not ſo forward - CX= 
emplary , though wee kee 

ka 5 Fog xl our rrofcii- 
on as ſome others doe.. The firft 
ſuppoſition is out of all queſtion, 
and can never bee brought into 
diſputation by thoſe whuch iub-. 
mir to the Scriptures, it being 
the ſcope , not onely of my text ,, 
| but alſo of che whole Golpell , 
| yea of the Law and the Prophets. 
So that( with reverence bee it- 


I] ſpoken ir ſhall bee as poſſible 
| or God, Ln eruth 
itſclfe tolye, as for that ſpppoſi- 
tion tofaile any man, who. obſer= 
ving the conditions of it , caſts, 
himſclfe ypon it : ſo that in ſtrict 
propricty of ſpeceb,, it is not of 
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it ſelfe any prop of preſumprion,, 
. but anodeds cnn as it's fab. 
ze&t to mil-appheation by vs. 
Well then , preſumprion ſtands 
more direly , and leanes more 
heavily vpon- the ſecond fuippo- 
ftion,, and therefore all our care 
muſt be every man for himſclte, 
vo ſee thar wee are not miſtaken 
Mn our account at home ,. to bee 
ure weeareall fach men as wee 
deeme our ſecjues to bee (1.) 
tuchChrilttans,as may vporrgood 
{ufticient grounds , lay -clajme 
vnto, and plead intereſt in all 
the glorions promiſes in Chriſt 
Telus, Vpon this I obſerued all 
the conditions required on our 
part,8& by conſequept,the whole 
rryall of our-affarance , to: bee 
compriſed tm this fincerity of 
our lone” towards him ; and far- 
ther, for the exact tryall, and 
through eximination of this ,.T 
unpoted ypon my Kſlfe _ 


— oe in aa Geo @ 
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 ſyncerelone 20 (Chriſt, F 
handling of three moſt conſide- 
rable points which make vp it 
felfe , and evidence vnto- vs the 


ſincerity of oar lone vnto Chriſt, Tac Groud 


1, The trne immediate ground, - 

or origniall of it. +, The requifite 
cegreeor intenſion of it. 3, The 
eſpcciall fruites and effes of 
ir. Concerning the originall of 
our lone vnto Chriſt, amoneſt 
many inſufficient deceiable 
grounds of it, F vndertooke the 
diſcovery of one which I found 
to be moſt dangerous and vniver- 
fall: ro wit , naturall-inſtinAs of 
religion in generall reſtrayfied'to 
Chriſtianity by birth and' educa- 
rion. This diſcovery, I haucal- 
ready elfewhere at large , as 
God enabled mee , perfortned. 
In the fecond place, I promiſed 
a declarationot the trae, er; 
and fure ground of ſincere-loue . 
vnto- Chriſt : and thisbythe a 
filkance of the blefled ſpirit yok 


6 The triall of our 
"ſhall hane pay'd at. this time. 
Wellthen, whatis the moſt 
zmmediate and proper ground of 
the ſyncere louc of a poore {inner 
vnto his Sayiour Iclus Chriſt ? 
I :anfwere ont of the Ton , 
when in earnelt hee findes him- 
felfe to bee a miſcrable ſinner , 
and apprehcnds Chriſt Iefus to 
bee his gracious Saviour ,and one 
of whom hee ſtands in. infinite 
| TheGroidneed.Or todeliver itmore filly, 
; ofa Chi-zr is acleare, diſtin, particular, 
j R_—_— tender apprehention of his owne 
© Gan. infinite wants and miſcries by 
reaſonof finne , and of thoſe mi- 

raclesof lone and. mercy which 

Chriſt hath performed to cure 
theſe and ſupply thoſe , and that 

as freely a ſely for him,, 

as for any man elſe. To cleare 

and this excellent point 

I will , as God hath dirc&ed 

my meditations , firſt prouc ir to 

bee fo, and then manſuers, 


ſyneere lone unto Chriſt, 5 
why = Fe —_— is ſo p- = 
cs aces of ho 
riot ect which.3 will 
cullſome few, which feeme to 
mee moſt pregnant and perti- 
nent. //owe the Lord, faith holy 
David : P(al. 116.1. marke his 
realon ; becauſe hee hath heard 
y wvoyce and ſupplications.. 
Kut what kinde of ſrpplications 
were theſe ? what occaſjon. 
were they made ? you may ſee 
both, v. 3.4. The ſorromes of 
death compaſſed me about, and the 
paines of hell gate hold vpon mee - 
then called I vpon the name of 
rhe, Lord, O Lord I beſeech thee 
deliver my ſonle, Theſe were my 
{rpplications ,. which the Zord' 
hath heard, and therefore 1 lone 
him, yea becauſe hee hath guclined 
hs eare unto me in theſe my ſpi- 
ritual] agonjes , / wilt calf vpon 
him as long as I line. 2* Wee 
bauc an. eminent place,. 1. feb, 
4- 19% 
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toGods beene diflolued preſently vpon 
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4,19, We loue him , marke his 


reaſon, becayſe hee firſt loved vs, 
True, ſome may fay , God hath 
loaded vs with innumerable ex- 
preſſijons of his lone in our crea- 
tion and preſervation , and wee 
doe reciprocally loue him for 
them: but what's this to the loue 
of Chrift ? To omit as imperti- 
nent in this place, that in ſome 
fort wee owe both our creation 
and remporall preſcrvation vnte 


| kis proba- Gods lone in Chriſt ; ſeeing it is 
| ble tharwe noe probable , but rhe whole 


frame of nature ſhould hane 
the fal,had not God of his mercy 


intended a Redeemer for man- ' 


kinde to bee revealed in the fal- 
nefſe oftime-but to let this paſſe, 
St Zohn inthe words, becanſe hee 


fr ft loxed vs , vnderſtands that 


loue of lones , that boundlefſe , 


incomprehenſible lone of God +. 
whereyyith hee bath Joued vs in 


Chriſt : 


7 


ſyneere lone to Chriſt, 9 
Chriſt-as it plainely appeares by 
comparing 9. and « ©, verſes, In 
this, (that is ) in this infinitely 
more, then inany mercy of crea- 
tion or preſervation, wasmanite- 
fed the loue of God towards vs, 
becauſe that God ſent his _y 
begotten ſonne into the world, 
that wee might line through 
him. Hereinss dome, ( that is, 
herein infinitely more then in 
any thing elſe, nor chat we lowed 
God, but that hee lowed 1s , and 
ſent his Sonne to bee the propitia« 
tion for our _ſinnes, Torecol- 
le& , and to bring ir home to 
the poynt in hand , whenas the 
fame S. John ſpeakes v. 16, Wee 
haue knowne and beleened the lone 
that God hath to vs , when wee 
finde onr ſelves to hane beene even 
dead men, and that God ſent his 
Sonne, that we mioht lie through 
bim - when wee perceiue our 
ſclues overloaden with finger, 


10 The trial of our 


and thatChriſt was ſent purpoſe. 
ly tobe a propitiation for them; 
O here is the true originall of 
our lone vnto him,now wee loue 
kim, becauſe hee firſt Joued vs, 
A third place, and Fle trouble 
you with no more , 1s Z#c.7. 37, 
where wee hauc a whole paras 
ble to this purpoſe , delivered by 
eur Saviour himſclte to make the 
Phariſcs vnderftand , what rhat 
poore woman meant by thoſe 
_ — ſeemingly 

e exprefſions of her loue 
vnto him in waſhing his feet 
with teares , and wiping them 
with her haire 8c, The parable 
ts 'of a creditour and bis two 
debters : I neede not repoatett, 
thers om x if nap £74 | 

may itt e, 
The application ofitis,tharthen 
finners doe. wideed fall in: louc 
with their Saviour when. they 
perceiue themſclues tobce _ 
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kead and cares , as weelay , in 
debt vnto God , and themiclues 
moſt vnable to diſcharge one 
farthing , when tne feele that 
God Depina. © py is bond in 
faite which they had forfeited 
long before they Were borne, 
when he ſendsanarreſt forthem 
by the _ of ws 7 ow 
0 iences, and the {pirit 
| Bcndag hen the 


never any mancame out , Which 


ts hands, that 
beingdelivered outof the hands 
oftheir enemies may. ſerue him. 


1 withourfeare,. in hol : 
ohteouſneſſe before himall he 


righ 

dayes of their life, Indecde ;the: 

concluſion of the applicatio verl. 
"oY 
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47. ſeemes to thwartand vnſay 
all that which I haue faid : Hey 
finnes which are hats. are forgizen 
ber,becanſe ſhe lowed wich. I deny 
not but the words as they arc, 
admita pious ſenſe, neither am 1 
ignorant with how Wtle adoe 
> may be reconcile& which 
haue beenc hitherto ſpoken. Bur 
it F might be worthy todeliver 
mine owne opinion , with due 
reſpe& vnto the tranſlatours, I 
Would alter one word in the 
1 tranſlatio,which I ſuſpeR ſhould 
The ordi- Tanne thus : Her finnes which are 
Fmary tran- _ are forginen, therefore ſhee 
Baton cor* Lath lowed much, The ſenſe re- 
quires rhis conſtruftion, 1. Be- 
cauſe the whole ſcope of the pa- 

* rable is to ſhew that he Jones 
moſt to whom moſt is forgiven, 
and-not contrarily, that moft is 
forgiuento him that loues nioſt. 

_ 2. The antitheſis in the fame 
verſo requires it,the words, but 
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to whom little is forgiuen hee 
loucth little, ſappoſeth this the- 
fis, becauſe many ſinnes are for- 
giuen her ſhe loueth much, Now 
as the fenſe requires-this inter- 
pretation, ſo the conjunction re 
admits it: for albeit not in the 
re-Greeke «diom, yet in the 
eleniſticke vie of it, anſwers to 
all the acceptions of the Hebrew 
"2 which hath ſometimes the 
ſignification of 5de0,qnapropter 
&c, Neither may it prejudic&* 
this interpretation, that our Sa- 
viour after all thoſe expreſſions 
of lone from the penitent wo- 
man, and his apologie for him- 
ſee and her to the Phariſce, tels 
her that hcr ſinnes are forgiuen 
her:this was but that ſentenceof 
abſolution for her greater com- 
fort,and afſurice outwardly pro- 
founced,of which no dc-,>t but 
ſhe had befure ſome gratious ink- 
ings within, and the vertue of 
which 
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which ſhe had already taſted, 
though not in that comfortable 
meaſure , or diſtin& manner az 
ſhedefired.Butnow T would not 
willingly be miſtake it the point 
as if my optnion were, or I 1nten- 
ded to prone out of the afore- 
cited places, that there is no true 
lone vnto Chrilt', but what is 
ounded vpon an aquall per- 
waſion of the remiffion of our 
finnes by him. Alas how many 
re ſoules cuen languiſh with 

a ſpirimuall thirſt after him! how 
many bleedinghearts both feelc 
andexprefſe moſt vehement pigs 
of importunate loue' towards 
him : how many broken ſpirits 
cuen ſpend and exhale them- 
ſelues 11 continual] fallyes as it 
were, and egrcſſions of affeftion 
vntohim, who hane indeed hearg, 
but nut as yer taſted how gratt- 
ous he is, who haue notas yet per- 
ccued in themiclncs thoſe in- 
ward 
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ward whiſperings of comfort» 

» Þf feare not,] am thy ſaluation : be of ' 

- good cheere thy ws be forgizen 

* | che: ina word , who have not 

* © x5 yer felt themſclues [cated ro 

" Þf the day of redemyption by that holy 

ſpirit of promiſe ? Toreſcue the 

truth out of theſe clouds, and to 

preſent itin her brightneſſe vnto 

you, wee malt firft obſcrue that 

every degree of true ſpirituall 

loue vnto Chriſt, proceedes from 

a proportienable a&t of faving 

faith : Secondly , that there 1s a There is a 
twofold loue, 1. one of Deſire, Love of 
which is an earneſt longing after Delire, and 
that, which wee belecue would (2 - 
doe vs much good if wee could —_ oy 
attaine vnto it, 2, Another of © 
complacencie, when having at- 

tained thar wee deſire , wee 
hugge.,and embrace it, and ſolace 

our {clnes in the fruition of ir. 

Now ds ordinarily inthe loue of 

any other abje& : Þ likewiſe it 

we 
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we reſpe& Chriſt Teſus , the firſt 
of theſe loues is the introduttion 
to the ſecond ; and both of them 
fac from a proportionable a4 
of faith precedent. That affeRio- 
nate longing&thirſtieloue wher. 
with wee pant and gaſpe after 
Chriſt having never yet beene 
refreſhed with any comfortable 
teſtimony of the ſpirit ſince the 
beginning of our humiliation, 
proceedes from that former at 
of fairh whereby wee aſſent vnto 
all the Goſpell-promiſes as molt 
true and good in themſclues , and 
' infinitely better vnto vs then 
any thing in the world, could we 
beeonce aflured that they belong 
vntovs aswell as to: other men, 
That other lone ofcomplacencie, 
when with thePfal. wereturne 
viitoour reſt, becanſe the Lord 
hath dealt bountifully with vs, 
and _— — our '{cjues 
in the lap of our Saviour; with 
ol content 
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ſyneer? lowe unto Chri. , . 


content 'viſpeakeable and ' fall 
of glory, proceedes from that laft 
& of faith, whereby wee are 
xtnally perfwaded by thoſe 
welcome whiſpers of the ſpirit 
of adoption, that Chriſt is 5* cer- 
tainly our Saviour,as anf-mans 
elſe, and that onr debts ( as mfi- 
niteas they were ) are cancelled 
to a farthing , as wellas the ſmal- 
Jer -fymmes of others. Laſtly it 
will not bee amiſſe to obſerue 
two things of this Joue of com- 
placencie arifing from a perſya- 
fon of Chrifts loue vnto vs in 
' Particular. 1, It's ſabjed to. all 
variations of changes, cbbings 8 
flowings of that perſwaſion, For 
as often aS in any. violent temp- 
ration , or ſ@nſible diſertion our 
perfwaſion ſeemes to bee confu- 
ted, this loue of complacencie 1s 
. Either fora time quite ſtupified, 
or elſe ir falls backe as-it were 
ittro that rhirſty anxions loue of 
G deſire, 


{ Faith may 


bce ſincere 


though 
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deſire. 2. This lone of compla- 
cencic admities degrees propor- 
tionably to the degrees of that 
perſwaſion. If that bee cleare 
and ſtrong, this Joue is more che- 
arcfull and pleaſant: If that bee 
weakeand obſcure, this loue is 
not ſo ſprightfull, but omewhar 
lumpiſh being cold with many 
feares, and jealouſies. Whence 
this loue of complacencie may 


+ mixedwith not vnfitly bee fi vided. 1, 
| Anxiety. 


Into Ordinary loue which pro- 
ceedes from aweaker degree of 
thatlaſt a of faith , and theugh 
ſincere, yet being imperfet, is 
mixed with anxiety in the ſame 


proportion as that is with doub- 
ang, And. 2. into Heroicall loue 
which fpringeth frgm a more 
eminent and tranſcendent pitch 
of perſwalion concerning our 
owne reconciliation in- parti- 
cular : this is © that p 

lone, which S* John fayes, caſteth 


out 


Syrcere lowe tv Chrift. 19 
out all feare ( to wit) of diſtruſt, 


brm ing vs into a more intimate 
familiarkty with God. I call the 
firſt Ordinary,becauſe moſt Chri- 
ſtians though cffeAually called 
. doe ordinarily feele bur ſuch a 
timorous loue in themſchues. The 
ſecond which I call Heroicall in 
that ſenſe in whicheminent ver- 
tues haue their Epithite , 1s con- 
ſtantly onely ' in ſach as either 
beſide the evidence of the word 
and ſpirit, haue had ſome ſpeci- 
allrevelation toput them out of 5 
all doubr concerning their eſtate Conitancy 
to Godward, or ſuch as by a con- —_ 
ſtant cloſe walking with God, fequenc 
haue beene long exerciſed in A caſts of 
ned Ch Teſts or oper low; 2nd 
tertained Chriſt Teſus at + * 
in their hearts , and habituated mo” ro 
themſeluesintoa more familiar che Oirie 
acquaintance, with that holy ſpi- a ſure vs of 
rit which brings. all the good our Salra- 
news from heavento thoſe dili- **: 

RE gent 
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gent foules which carefully wait 
"7 
Thus haue I , according to the 
$kil! that is given me, proved the * 
originall of the ſyncere loue of a 
ſinner vnto Chriſt Tcſus blefled 
for ever, to bee a ſerious tender 
apprehenſion of his own extream 
need of Chriſt, and of Chriſts ſu- 
crabundant loue vnto him : I 
fone likewiſe explained this 
truth,and vindicated it from ſuch 
Exceptions as troſſed my way. I 
come now todiſcouer the demo- 
ſtratiue reaſon of this truth , and 
after I haue ſhewed that it iso, 
rQ ſhew you now. why it muſt 
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[495 0 Wee are all borne into the 


myes and World 3402 haters of God , & 
ſtrangers while we continuc.in that natu- 
to God. © raltftupid condition, , wherein 
we werc borne, wee are al ftrax- 

gers bothunto God and Chriſt, yea 
 enimice it or: tmindes through 
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ſincere [oxe to Chreſt, 20 
wicked workes , as the Apoſtle 
ſpeakes,Col.1.21. Weeretame',, _.. 
indeed ſome obſcure cloudy no- , ,mprin. 
tions of a God,but not the darkeſt ted in our © 
— of a Saviour , a _—_ ſo 
ſ{pitzon 6ſany need we haue of Tun 35 
ne. In a word albeit wee are © an 
borne and bred within the (hril- ;,,,, o a 
leſt found of the Goſpell » YETAS Saviour Or 
long as we cotinue Juy4xo, Meere the necel- 
animall,naturall men, it will not (ry of one. 
finke mto our heads, that wee are 

mſuch miſerable caſe as Prea- 

chers would make vs belecue 

we are , howill it's like to goe 

with vs vnlefſe wee laboriouſly 

caquire after Chriſt , and get t/ 

be reconciled vnto God by him, 

Now what more cffequall me- 

thode can wee imagine to beate 

vs out of this naturall antipathie 

againſt our Creatour and Redee- 

mer,yea what other contrivmce 

= there be to worke ſuch pee- 

V1 


wretches , ſuch froward re-- 
G. 3 | 
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bels out ofone extreame into an- 
other,vut of deadly hatred toſin- 
ccreloue of the eternal] Father 
and his only Sonne, to pull down 
their proud ſtomaches , to make 
them croutchand craule vnto his 
throne of grace,then to make the 
icem what a hell theyare while 
they ſtand in this diſtance from 
h:m to awake their conſciences 
againſt them,and to make them a 
terrour vnto themſclues to ler 
the Law thunder and lighten in- 
to their ſoules vatyll their wits & 

_ inne to faylethem,and 
The cucſes amidſt all theſe ainazing tc- 
of the peſts toler the glorious Golpel] 
i -y drive of Chriſt ſhine vpon them , to 
Loh  ſThewthem ChriltIckis with his 
armes of mercy ſtretched out, & 
vndertaking to free them out of 
all theſe confaſions, and to make 
their peace with his father if 
they will but come vato him , & 
walt their (clues with him,if! they 

| W 
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will but lay to heart ; ang! learne 
to eſteeme andadmire thoſe w6- 
ders of redemption which hee 
hath compaſſed for them. Had 
the prodigalHonnes ſtocke held 
out , and hee lyen ftill aflcate in 
the full-tide of his finfull*plea- 
fares, hee had ſet vp his in 
that farre country, and quite for- 
got thathee ever had a father : 
ca when the tide was gbne and 
letthim vpontheſands: whe 
therevels were ended, his bra- 
very quite worne our into beg- 
per Fad himſelfe cn 
ce anattendant of a company of 
$, ithee could but haue got 
__ - I] — he would 
r aue thought of returni 
ns bur wheat werden 
nycd him, and hee could ſee no- 
thing but death before him, O 
now hee comes tohimſelfe;, and 
begins to thinke of a father hee 
had,and reſojues to goe vnto himg 
- .*.0 G4 though 
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{eh hee ſight wi well {uſpet 
ys<ntortajnment. Well , what- 
porver horns 


opeaton Kabers and cher 


re op hee goes). mw _ hee 
pu yera farre off;tul 4 
and difeoniola ie 
behold his nb abr as 
_ £ hee od man; he = 
a3ing an, 0yer- 
him ,and kiſſes him, 
trims him vp with a. robe and 4 
rug , conducts him home in a 
kinde of triumph, and welcomes 
him with theſolemniry ofa feaſt 
on th cad hane 
E a to- haue 
turned hus braines as wee fay, but 
{are it conld not but turne his 
heart. Had that beene of marble 
oc adamant ,, this could not bur 
ey ne — 
INg , 4 TW in 
hee now feele in his yn 
of tendralt paſſions, tmpaticnt for 


wanr' 
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want of expreſſion ! O how. did 
he now lay about him with teares 
of forrow and teares of joy,being 
much patled, whether it wonld 
belt become to proſecute his joy 
moſt or his ſorrow: in briefe how 
mad is hee with himſclte that he 
had beene {uch a ſonne to ſuch 
father ?T haue infilted the longer 

vpan the prodiga!s caſe, becauſe 
indecde it is our owne. For or-: 
dinarily , our heavenly father 

v{eth the ſame method to ferch 
vs his prodigall children home 
vnto him , and to bring vs. in loye. 
with his beloned fonne Iclug 
Chriſt, Weeare all as ſoone as 
we are borne,gotten intoa farre 

countrey, where wee mi{-pend, 

and miſ-employ all thoſe facu!= 
nes and - endowments , with 
which our Creatour hath farni-. 
ſhed vs.in the revels of finne and 
vanity, walking on merrily anc 
conhgently wn Toy alfa T8 $001® 
3 JoTE 
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Terz as the Apoſtle ſpeakes Ephe/ſ 
J2. —_— tothe courſe of this 
world : proteiſing indeede ( for 
faſhionfake ) loue both vnto God 
and Chriſt, but all the while de- 
nying and diſclaiming them both, 
in our hearts and converſations. 
But God who 73 rich in mercy for 

' hi«great loue wherewith hee hath 
loued vs, Epbeſ., 2.4. Whenhce 
hath letvsrunne our (clues even 
our of breath in theſe riotous 
courſes , and cventyredonr fe;- 
acs$ 10. our journey tohell,thinkes 
xt fit ro ſtop our progreſſe , and 
frſt to me vs vnderſtand our 
#lues , that wee may the better 
efteeme of him and whom hee 
bath fentIefus Chriſt. Firſt then: 
kce inſpires vs with ſo much 
ſpiritual] life , as may make vs 
tele curf{pirituall bneden, con- 
fiſting of our finnes,and hiscurſcs 
duc vnto them ; hee raiſes vp 

_ many attrightments , and grim 
appari- 
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apparitions 1n our conſclencess. 
hee giucs Satan leaue to infulr o- 
ver vs, Whatſocuer outward con- 
tentment wee faſten on.,. to put 
vs out of theſe dumpes, hee bea- 
tes vs off from it , oe leaues vs 
not huskes to feed on, hee driues 
vs out of one ſhift into another, 
till at laſt wee are driven out of 
al}, and fo farre, that wee ſe- 
plainely , there is but one way 
with vs, evento periſh everia- 
ſtingly , vnleſſe wee can get to 
bee reconciled vnto him. Now 
wee begin to come to our {clues, 
and perceluing our onely courſe: 
which wee haue lefr, to. bee , to 
calt our ſelues vpon Gods mercy, 
but no getting neare vnto that, 
valeſſe bis juttice bee firſt fatis- 
fied, nopoſlibility of that on our 
parts , vnlefſe wee can ger the 
farisfation- of Chriſt imputed 
vnto vs, finding the Scriptures {0 
peremptory , that there js 10 ea- 


ming. 
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mwg to the Father , but by the 


$Somne;that be that bath the Sonne,. 
hath life, but bee that hath not the 
Sonne, hath not life, but the wrath 
of God abideth:on him. 16h. 2 «30, 
Onow wee begin. to ſee it was 
ro ſome purple ,.thit wee haue 
heard Preacherstalke ſo much of 
Chriſt ;now wee begin.to hcar- 
ken better after him,to value and 
admire him ; now wee wonder 
how wee could endurc to bee 
without him ſalong, that wee 
could thinke ſo f{lightly of him 
heretofore, now thoſe holy fits 
of lJoue yu vpon Vs apace, and 

vpon a fuddamne, with the Spouſe 
mthe Canticles, wee are ſicke of 
lewe, Now are wee entred into. 
the loue of defire , and while our 

_poore foules are fweating 1n, 
- thelexeſtlefle n$, we heare 

at length Chritt Icſas in a milde 

fill voce, invitingaliiuch as are 

wearyand heavy.laden to-came: 


vnto 
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ynto him, that he may gtue ther 
ret : vpon. this wee addreſſes 
our {clucstowards him, with our 
burden vpon our ſhoulder, and 
when wee are got within ken of 
him, hee ſeemes ſometimes to 
goe backward trom vs , to make 
vs more eager after him , & thus 
ofr-rimes hee lets.vs ſtand trem- 
bling and {baking , weepag and 
eroaning ynderour burdens , till 
weeare even linkingand ſfwow-- 
ning vnder them , and then hee 
conveyesthem away ,.cleares vp- 
the heavens over vs, ſpeakes like- 
ihusband vntoour foules by his: 
Spirit, hee preſents vs vnto his. 
Father , who now ſmiles vpon. 
vs withareconciled coitenance,, 
and then ynto his Angels , who. 
among{tall their Hatelniahs, re 
ccine ſome addition vnto their 
trinmphant mirth by our conver= 
hon.. Now no man nced tell vs 
what Chrilt hath done for ys, we 
, feele 


Chriſtin 


% | ha ey 12 
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eur owne hearts, now wee haue 
There are 1EEne, and felt, and taſted how 
Rcall raſks infinitely hee hath loned vs, wee 
of the be- areready to make our boalt of ir, 
nehrs pro- and with the P/almiſt , to invite 
cured by all ſuchas feare God purpoſely 
the heares Fat Wee may declare vnto them 
of true be what he de for our ſoulcs. 
leerers. Now wee are inthatloue of co- 
placency, now wee cling vnto 
him, and wonld faine come cut 
of our {clues, to creepe vntolum, 
afeting not onely a vnion , but 
vnity with him;now we beſtirre 
our fejues in all the holy com- 

plementsofheavenlyloue,never 
thinking wee haue done cnough, 

frequently bathing our {clues in 

thoſe delicious intunacies of our 
{pirituall marriage which how 

much they: paſſe all vnderſtan- 

ding, I appeale to their experi- 

ences, to whom thele thingsare- 
po Paradoxcs, | 


Y% 


You 


feele reall experiments of all in 
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. to thoſe ,, vntill wee feele our of our 


fynceve love wite C brift . 3T 


' Youſecethe excellent contri- 
vance, by which our {tabborne 
rcbcllious hearts are wrought 0- 
ver vnto the fincereloue of Iefns 
Chriſt : I ſappole it now -expe-= 
dicnt to cleare this diſcourl of 
the original! of vnfayned lone, 
trom ſome doubts and fcruplcs 
which may. ariſe from it. 

1 Whether none can loue 
Chriſt in ſinceruy , but thoſe that 
arc brought vnto it by this mc- 
thod ? I an{were ,; not one , or- 
dinarily ,. if his converſion bee 
wrought by the Mmiſteric of 
the World. Thereafon is. plaine 
out of what hath beene deliue- 
red. Weeareto loue Chriſt as a 
Saviour : how can-we be brought The ſenſe 


felucs loſt, and vnderſtand what 9wne mi- 


- 363 VAT a (CTY Makes 
need wee hane of a Saviour? We vs an love 


are to loue him as a Mediatour : 1 chifh 
what reaſon is there for this,. vn- IE 
lefe wee firlt plainely ps our. 
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God to bee our enemy ? Laſtly, 
wee are to loue himas our Phy- 
Gtian: what {cnſe there for that 
if wee feele not our ſelucs in 
fome danger , if wee feele no 
aches or gripings , no ſmart a- 
bout our ſoules , if wee finde no 
good that Chriſt hath done vs, or 
can doe vs ? Himſelfe rells vs, 
the whole hawe no need of the Phi. 
ftian +, onely the ſickeluch as feele 
and acknowledge themſclues to 
bee ſicke , will make vic of him. 
Bur here it's requiſite to obſcrue, 
that the feverall paſhges of this 
great alteration wrought in our 
aff-ezons, are more or lefle ſen- 
6ble; according to the ſeverall 
conditions of the perſons. Wee 
are all proigalls,yert ſome more, 
fomelefe: we are all gone into a 
firre countrey , yer ſome rouca 
deale farther then others: 
Uluſtration , ſome hane had a 
more reſtraining education +, wy 
ty:-) others, 
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| others and borne trained vpina 
more inRocent civility, vntulmme 
timcoftheir. viſitation, » wh 

them very 


the in 
=_ too. ,. as they come 


notthrough ſo many pikes,ſo ma- 
ny pang? , 2ndterrours » but with 
lefle ſirre and difficultic arme 
afely at his boſome,&& get with- 
in bis embraces. On the other 
fide; fomeare ſtarke prodigalls, 
meere Publicans, fach as haue ta- 
ken their ful fwindge inthe wil- 
no pmacamer A) ſach as haue: 
erued an appricn 5 . 

Wy ms Wor d, the 
Fleſh, and the Divell , ſach as 
theſe, when it pleaſeth God to 
put his hooke 1n their noltrils ,to- 
turnE 
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rurne them round, & make them 
looke towards heaven , are |* 
brought.to the lone of Chriſt, eve 
ſteppe by ſteppe in thas method 
which I thave formerly deſcri- 
bed. The other are brought vnto 
the loue of Chriſt,butthefe being 
once brought vnto it, loue him 
more vehemently, for it's certain 
he lones moſt,to whom moſt u« for- 
Lives. | 
2 Doubt, Whether our lone }Y! 
hether YO Chriſt would not bee more [* 
| __ .o pareand acceptable vnto him, if 
Ckr.would 3 aroſe from an exa,ſteddy con. 
not bee templation of thoſe infinitely a- 
moreexa®t miable excellencics , and tran- 
if ve did * {cendent beauties, whichare re- 
= «a; {plendent m his perſon; he being 
of his glo- fe brightneſſe of glory, the ex- 
xy. preſſe tmage of his Father, Heb, 1. 
3-0r aSit1s ver.7.26, The bright- 
nefſe of the everlaſting light, the 
onſpotted mirrour of the power of 


Godzand the image of his goodyes. 
| I 
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ſyncere loxe to Chriſt, 275 


I anfwer b three 
reefe _Y That 
isthe trueft loue of Chriſt, which 
beats vs out of our naturall enmi- wp _— 
ty againſt him, & brings vs home 7490 
with longing afteRtios vntohim, Saviour 
Naw it's moſt true , that the per- moues vs. 
ſonof Chriſt , abſolutely conſide- *2 loye him 
red without the relation of a Sa- 
viour vnto vs. , is inveſted with 
moſt attratiue excellecies,& ra- 
viſhing beauties : but ifa glimpſe 
of that orient luſtre ſhould flaſh 
inthe face of an vnregenerate 
manor impenitent finner,vnlefle 
the ſanRifying ſpirit ſhould at 
the ſame inſtantrenew his heart, 
it might driue himot of his wits 
but not ouitof his ſinnes , it might 
terrifye him into a deſperate 
tranſe , but not advance him to 
a kindly extaſie. Tr 

Likewilſe,if one ſhould goe a- 
bout to winne an enimie of grace 
vnto the loue ot, Chriſt ,, by the 

molt 
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moſt accurate Metaphyſicall dif- 
courſesof thoſe infinitely ſaper- 
hte res in the Deity ab- 
ſolutely conſidered, either they 
would bee ticke riddlcs 
vntohim,or atleaſt-wiſe prevail 
no more with him to that pur- 


mn to loue one dearely , whom 

he mortally hated: , to tell him 
that hee was a comely Gentle- 
man. 2. Suppoſe theſe myſticall 

- contemplations were efteuall 
this way;yet hethat is yet vnac- 
quainted with the power of con- 
Subrlety _— e,is altogether vndi- 

| Withourthe fpoſed to ſet himſelfe about the. 
_ grace of Anacute,butynſandified ſchoo!- 
| —_— man may overſtraine his vnder- 
Lindle che (anding with a weariſome gaze 

' -Joue of YPon thoſe inviſible beautics,and 
Chriſtin dazle it into a more diſtempered 
our hearts, ignorance, bnt not into ſuch a r2- 
viſhmentof loue , as may warme 

- and clevate his affections: where- 

4s 


e, then it would perfwadeſjj 


th 
as th 
the 
thoſ 


aire 


- Jas the penitent ſoule', which by 
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the grace of converſion, hath felr 
thoſe facred conjugall affetions 
aredy kindled in it ſelfe,may ad- 
vantage her ſelfe excellently by 
ſach contemplations, by her in- 


ſtclleAuall afpirings and affaies,as 
it were to ſee him thats inviſi- 


ble , and by refreſhing her ſelfe 
with ſweeteſt meditations of 
thoſe incoceauable glories which 
areabone, where Chriſt fits art the 
nght hand of Ged. So thar fach 
contemplations, though they ca- 
not ordinarily begin fincere lone 
vnto Chriſt in our hearts, yetthey 
may keepe it vp, blowe1tinto a 
_ flame, and advance it to a 
egree of Angelicall ſublimity. 
3. Thar loue of Chriſt is moſt 
ſyncere & acceptable vmohim, 
which gines him moſt glory of 
rad = he deſires _ rt 
ihed in : thatis , of his - 
nefſe, his artribures , and woe 
" 0 


Our loue 
ro Chuilt 
mult be 
praRicall, 
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. quires not an ayrie , but afierie 


of mercy ingur Salvation, Here yr 


loue. Hee reſpects not ſo much}. 
that ſpeculatiue lone, which con- by 
fits in a ſimple amaze of the wn- 
derſtanding , or bare admiration 
of thoſe vndiſcouered perfeioy 

of his nature , which haue nota; 
yetdone vsany good,though one} 
day the ſight of them ſhall bee aJy, 
part of our bleſſedneſſe. ChrittY; 
requires that louc of vs, whereby 
we confeſſe ourſelues beholdingF.; 
vnto him , that loue which layesI,; 
vsflatbeforechim , and whereby Jy 
weeacknowledge wee owe our 's 
ſelues vato him. I may much ad- 
mireand applaud a man of cxcel- 
lent parts, for his rare endow- 
ments, and yet thinke my ſelte 
no more beholding vnto him, the 
he is to mee, yea I, may beare 
grudges apainft ſim in my mind, 
and be farre fromany afteFtionate | gr 

loue towardshim: Eycn fo = | 
me 


ſyncere lowe unto Chriſt, 29 
D ene Aol ThonlteteT n_ 
|] of myſtica ologie I may bu- 
Ky fic my braine,and ſet my minde a 


bo} gari that abſolute Idea 
ofondefited beatty in the Deity, 


1- 


FI and yet as longasI continue vn- 
18 ſenſible of what Chriſt hathedone 
for my redemption,retaine a fro- 
zen aud a flinty hearr. 

If welone Chrif only becauſe 
{hehathloued vs, it ſeemes that 
inour loue vnto him, wee haue a 
"FJ chicfe eye vnto our {clues , and 
>| that we lone our (clues more the 
- 4m ontieelly cannot bee 
ing vnto him, or any wa 
A hand a. Þ ſincerity.For n—_ 
wee muſt: diſtinguiſh betweene 
-Fthe impulſiue and the finall cauſe 
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tweene thefirſt inward occafion 


C— 


4 


|driues me2o hearken after a Sa- glory. 
| viour 


> >< £C3 


of our loue vato Chriſt , or in The occa- 
termes ſomewhat plainer, be- fion of our. 


of it,& the maine ſcope of it. My. (alyation, 
care of gry owne foulc originally che end his - 


4. © Thertrialbof onr 
viour,and whe I hane found him, 
and finde withal} , that hee hath 
boughtme ouvof myRite, chat 7 
ans not my owne; as its, 'r.Cor.6, 
19hencetorth the mame ſcope 
, and principal! aye of my loue 
viitohim 18 to doe that for which 
chieflyI was crearediand redee. 
med,to let goe-all 'thitereſt in my 
felfe,8 gine him higwhole right, 
to glorifie hins both in my body, & 
#9 19y ſoule, for both ave his, as it is 
m the place now cited. . So that 
my lone veto my Savionr albeir 
ir come oecafionally and impul- 
fmely from my lone of my ſelfe, 
, yet 1t 1 wg princi . 

in his » thongh acceflori 
Men Fe') as lice is contented, 
ſhould -in my owne happineſle: 
This 1s excellently iltuſtrated, 
23.Cor:5.14.15 the loneof Chriff 
"ni conftraineth vi faith *P al: why 
: ſo? Becanſe we thus indye,that 
. onedied for all,then were ll dea: 
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here 


ſyneere loxe wnto Chrift, 41 =; 
heres thar originall of our lone 

tied which Thaue fo largely 
ry n,it followeth,and he 
died for all, that they which hewce- 
forth line, ſronld not Aro onto the 
ſelues,but unto him thut died for' 
them,aud roſe apaine, This is the 
end of Chriſts lonevntons, and 
muſt bee rhe buſtneſſe and maine* 
drift of our loue vnro him. So that 
4 | our loue vnto Chriſt,ariſing from 
5 | a tender apprehenſion oftus loue 
| vnto vs, is not mercenary , but 
i | makes molt for his honour,ſeeing 
1. | that ifhee had not prevented vs, 
J ——_ in ſome ſort haueſtood 
| quall termes withhim. 
187 | Lites his good es his good pleafure,that 


I w Id lone that moſt which 
d = ER 
our , | 

- fore we louc him as our perfe&i-» 
on,conceauing our ſclues to bee 


worſethen nothing withoathim 
if wee remoue our ſclues, as it” 
H WEAc, 


42 The triall of our _ 
were into him, and according to 
that ſweet phraſe of the Apoltle, 
hide our lines with him in mY : 
mare og this while implicit] 
wee loue our ſclucs, — —_ 
neede not doubt of our Gacerity : 
this is the very loue which hee 

quires, St Pals loue vnto him 
was ſuch as this. Gal.2.20.1 inc, 
net not 1, but Chriſt in mee, and 
the life which I now line 5x the 
fleſh , Tline by thefaith of the ſox 
of God : marke the reaſon, and 
firſt the inducement to all this, 
who hath loued mee , and gixen 
himelfe for me. It's time by your 
patience to come to ſome appli- 
- CAtion. 

'» 2: Forexamination , to per- 
ſwade every man that would not 
oozen himſclfe in his perſwaſi- 
ons COC 1 his ſpiritual ltate , 
ſpeedily ,and i npartially to cx- 
ky { louc hee ſuppoles. hee 
bearcs to Chriſt Icſus by what 


wee 


% 
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ſyncer#/aue da E,. [1 
Woe hates 


cerning 


rerdgh edt ft 

eh6u-woulfft ſpitin his fice;rhat 
tHould triake any{eri 
of it, thou Fe cabat thou - 
doſt not las wat: himl 

well then, is>tuppoſall 
vine meſetuo wo ſound thy frice- 
rity with theſe interrogatories. 
Doſt thon rereEmber a time wh6 
thou hadſt not- that loue- m thy ; 
breaſt whichnow thon « 


n for ſound WILAIY h F' 
dn cannot precifelytetÞw 


thou gor'lt it $ canſt wr gs 
vpon what occaſions , or ar _ 
rea how thon mRtainedſt he 
it ? Wert thou e” VACO It our (inceri- 
by that nfthod which-I -have'ty. 
diſcovered ; or art teaſt by! you 

foriewhat like it >1f thy 
cite ea inow- anſw ore 
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propolulsattrmarively,why thea 
hope thoy mayclt pac] wi. or 


| diſcourſe which will 

|» x thee that thou loucſt 
ch a true ground-, and 
thattherefore, that grace an fi 
vour of: God with all the ble{- 


iffhing from it, appertaine 
vn thee? which hr Apolſ 


theydriue thee to couſeſle,, that 
thou knoweſt no ſuch matter 
cy fe hyheamy dior 
i concinde thy pretended 
loue- ynto Chriſt , to bee. but a 
moete fancic , and thy ſelfe for 


thepreſcnix ro bee bur an vahap- 
To goe yer: mbre_parti- 


Py man. 
oularly to. worke in this. cxan- 


nation 
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fyneeredoxt'wme Chriſt. wx 
nation according to the method 
aboue propoſed. Haſt thonbecne 
experimentally convinced in thy 
owne fonle in what deſperate 
caſe thou art by. nature ? Haſt 
thou clearely perceined to bee 
rue in thyſelfe whatſoever the 
Scriptures tell thee of the mon- 
ſtrous proneneſle of mans heart 
to any evill , aud vatowardneſle 
to any good ? Haſt thou beene 
made to pofleſle the fonnes 0 "thy 
youth, as holy 7ob was? and hane 
the terrours of God ſtared thy 
guilty conſcience inthe face, and 
aflrighted it almoſt intoa bloody 
ſweate , and then hath there ap- 
peared as 1twere an Angell com- 
forting thee ? Halt thou felt thy 
ſelfe a condemned man, and e- 
ven going to execution , & hath 
Chrilt letus in the nicke ſtept 
in with thy pardon both pur- 
chaſed and ſealed with his owne 
moſt pretious blood ?.If thou haſt 
H3: felt. 


as .. The triall of om o\ 
felt either theſe paſſages,or ſomo 
which may ſerue proportiona- 
bly inſteed of them, to bee the 
cauſc of that which theu profte(- 
ſeſt vnto Chriſt , I dare not que- 
ſion the ſincerity of it,leaft with 
thoſe, Ezech. 13. 1 wonnd that 
for e, which ould not dye , and 
make the heart of him ſad , whom 
the Lord hath not made (ad, 1 
fhould wrong thee exceedingly 
not.to beleeue that Chriſt is him 
whomthy foule loneth , and that 
with S* Pau/s conſtraining lone, 
@ lowe as flirong as cath , which 
any waters canot quench,neither 
hallthe flaods drowne #t. Cant, 8. 
7. Butnow on the contrary , to 
conclude . negatiuely from thc 
former interrogatories, to inferre 
tne want of fincerityin any man 
for his not fecling thoſe paſlages 
as they are verbatim propolec, 
mt bee too rigid , and per- 
haps raiſc a tumult ina well fot- Þ 


ms 


led *$ 
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Synetre Hour trite Ohrift. 47 
ted conſcience: Onely thus much 
He fay, if allof them ſound as 
rMdles and wncouth myſteries 
vnto thee, If thon never knewelt 
any thing like to what was ptb- 
poſed by thy felfe ; as I feare 
many hane not. If thoa knoweſt 
not what it mcanes to come Pea- 
laden, poove in [pirit , hungry 
"and thirſty wnto Chriſt:why then 
-Þ wonder thou. ſhouldft bee to 
ſottiſh asto conceine, or impu- 
dent asto aftirme, that thou louctt 
Chriſt, if thou wouldſt hane vs 
vnderſtand thee, that thou loneſt 
him in finccrity. Idoe fuppoſc 
thouloueſt him vponcuſtome , as 
thou doſt the fathion of thy coun- 
try in which thon haſt beene 
borne and bred, but fo does the 
greatett part of the world deftic 
him , vpon as good a ground as 
that : ſo does a Turke lone Ma 
homet , one of the baſc{t miſcre- 
* antthatever was, vpon as fub- 
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43 | Therrial of or 
Rantialla asthat, But we 
- peake ofthat tranſcendent loue 
of him , which cannot poſſibly 
bee due ynto any one elfe, and 
which would bee moſtdue vnto- 
him, thongh all the lawes and 
cuſtomes in the world ſhould 
vniverfally conſpire to crie 1t 
downe Doſt thou profefſe fuch 
a touc vntoh:im, and knoweſt not 
whcerefore? nor vpon what oc- 
caſton thou wert moned vnto it ? 
Itwould vexea manto the ſuule, 
whoknowes indeede what it is 
toloue Chrilt, and how himſelfe 
was brought vnto it, to conficer 
the confident ſtupidity of multi- 
tudes in every place who will 
not bee put our of their dreams, 
that they meane as lovingly to 
Chriſt as any man , when as in- 
deedethey arenor as yet come fo 
fr astoperceiue any proper rea- 
{on why they ſhouid loue him, 
er wharrcaſon he hathto expe&t 
any 
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fyneere lone onto (brift. 49- 
any loue from them. I know they 
will fay, they loue him becantc 
hee dyed tar them,and they hope 
to be taued by him : Alas theſe 
are viords ofcourſe , and as ſoone 
ſpoken as any other : they fay 
this , becauſe they were ever 
taught to ay fo, and never liued 
among any that faid the contrary. 
Beloued , it is nor the faying of 
this, or bcleening it confaſedly 
like ſo:ne oid ſtory or tradition 
will melt our congealed hearts | 
into-the lone of Ghrit :.No, it That faih 
muſt bee through-diltin@ feeling mult bee F 
ofit in our owne foules , it mult a ys 
be the experience of this , which 4 ay 
makes vs enamoured on him and gig} of. 
{ets our hearts a- mounting to ſincere 
wards him in thoſe ſeraphical] Love. 
flames of fanRified affeRion, 

2, The Originall of fincere 
loue vnto Chrilt., being diſcove- 
red,and diretions giuen for {elfe 
£xamination Concerning it , a {c- 
Hs cond 


blance of 
Lovc. 


go *The trial of our 


cond vic jhall bee for caution a- 
gain{t many cozening ſemblances 


of louc vnto Chrilt , which may 


Cautions make vs thinke a greatdcale bet- 
againſtCo- 
zening lem 


ter ot our fciues then wee hatic 
reaion , which may eafily be dil- 
covered by trying them by this 
Otriginall. To inftanee in- ſome 
particulars : There is many a 
Ruthan in this kingdome., who 
wt hce; ſhould heare a Jew blal- 
pheming Chriſt, his blood wouH 
quickly, bee vp, hee would long 
ro bee doing with him , and bee 
hardly kept from hacking him in 
Ppieces.. © what a friend 'vnto 
Chrilt wwll ſuch a man {appoſe 
himſelfe to bee , hee will con- 
cept hee hath bchaved himſzltc 
hke a Templer-, and dene him 
knights ſervice,and a hundred to 
one , but.in this humour ,he will 
call his companions ro come and 
ſee the zeale which hee hath for 
Chrift Feſus, butif there were 


any 


- 
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ſyneerelone vuto Chrift, 5x 
any ſuch fwaggeringZelot in this 
aſſembly, I would aske him theſe 
queſtions : Dolt thou not thinke 
a hot ſpirited Turke would hane 
fallen as foule vpon the ew, if 
hee had taken him villifying his 


' Mahomet? Would{t thou not vn- 


dergoe as dangerous aquarrell to 
winne the favour , or pleaſe the 
humour of thymaltrefle? Would't 
thou not thy ſelfe , or. ar leaſt 
doſt thou not know ſome who 
will quarrell as ſternely abour a 
Pipe of Tobacco,or the pledging 
of a health ? Laſtly; halt thou not 
ſuffered thy companions. toblat- 
pheme Chrilt in their oathes,, 
perhaps a whole day tozether, 
and thy zeale all rhe while harh 


-hecne very awell contented with 


it? You ſeeby theſequeſtions fro- 
what varicty ofcarnall vnfanRi- 
tycd moriucsthis _ $-plau-- 
fib!czeale may arile ; andthere- 
tore in. all fach caſes ,.1t much 
CONs- 


$2 Thetrialt of our 
goncernes vs, to hane an eye to | « 
the truc originall of all dutics of || 1 
loue , to confider ,.not ſo. muck || 1 
what wee doe , as what makes || « 
Wee muſt vs todoe it, and im'aword , to-f| | 
not ſomuch judge of our aftetions,not by the Þ| 
conl&t- heate, but by the fewell, Fora f| | 
= ce ſecond Inſtance : Many in rea- || + 
our A6-. ding the hiltory..of our Saviours 
fe&ion as. life , and conſidering his ſwecre, || 
ahe Cauſe. debonnaire, and vnofteniiue car- || 
pic Triage , and withal] - the contra- |} 
dition of finners, the infolencie || 
of proud and churliſh miſcreants 
which hee cncured with an vni- 
' mitable patience,will finde their 
hearts ever and anon Tiing in 
indignation againſt the Scribes 
and Phariſees, and eventender]y 
{ympathizing with our Saviour.. 
Thcle men may preſcntly ima- 
gine themſclnes to bee deepely 
in loue awith- Chrift , bur they 
may bee miſerably miſtaken. Lc: 
dicm conſult with their owne 
expe= ||; 


a 


ſyneere loue unto Chriſk. 5 ; 


experience , and oblerue ,. whe- 

ther they are not moued to as 

ſenſible paſſions , by the reading 

ef anyother ſtorie ,. thotigh pro- 

fane ,ifitbee any way propor- 

rionable vnto- the Evangelicall 

{tory for occurrences : rwcnty to- - 

one but they will finde it fo-: 

There is not any good (tory, ei- 

ther ſacred or profane , bur for 

the molt part it drawes the 

minde of the reader , for the tume 

atleaſt, intolome fation, Wher- 

init's evident, that ſuch ſtirring; 

of the atieAions ,. may proceed 

fom abare hiſtoricall faith, joy- Many Pas 
ned with tharcommon ingenui--"9ne _ 
ry.ofnature , which teaches vs to Poole 
adore the heroycall vertaes of ;, Chit 

Worthics, long ſince deceaſed, may be the 
and to commilerate their vnde--fruus of a 

ſerved diſaſters. Yea, which is _— 
worth obfcrvation , they may ;,,nedwith: 
proceed from this common in- common 


genuity ,by the meere were ingeAuiry, 


f4 T he trial of our 

of the fancie , without any hiſto- 
ricall beliefeatall. Wee finde it 
by experience 1n reading amo- 
_ rousſtories,or hiltories of ttrange 
adventures , which though wee 
know and belecue to bee fayned, 
yetoft times,ithandſomely con- 
tried , they raiſe more ſerious 
tumnltsof paſſiens in our minds, 
then the moſt real] ſtories we can 


mecte with. Now the reaſon of 


it ( if my owne fancie faile mce 
not ) is, becauſe the imagination, 
which hath the ſame command 
ovcr the paſſions, which the Po- 
ets haue ginen eo ouer the 
windes, 1s it ſe'fe ſtirr'd vp to 
ſymparhize with all ſuch repre- 
{entations as are exquiſitely ſha- 
pedand limb'd according to it's 
owne Ideas and inward contri- 
vances: and in this caſe, the ima- 
gmation poring vpon the repre- 
fentation it ſelfe, {o that ſuite 
well with n's owne images 
-witlun,, 


ſyncere lone vnto Chriſt, v5 


within , it regards not much, 
whether it bee ofan ated truth, 
or of a poſſibility , forgerring , 
as -1t were ,' for the preſent , 
to diſtinguiſh what might hane 
beene from what hath beene, 
This »obfervation dire&ts mee 
to a third Inſtance , with which 
I'will conclude : ſome ' per- 
haps may weepe devoutly at a 
Paſſion-Sermon , and preſently 
imagine their teares to bee ' di- 


ſtillations of tender afteftions 


vnto- Chriſt ; They may bee fo, 
bur they may very eaſily not 
bee ſo. Who knowes not , that 
the charmes ' of eloquence a- 


bout any fad argnment ,. may 


eaſily ſtea!e good ſtore of teares 
from an anditory of women , or 
of ſoft natnr'd men ? Solemne 
Muſicke, a good Pavin will doe 
as much : any lincly repreſen- 
tation of a- Trapicall accident , 
whether recall or imaginary 3. 
| will 
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will doe as mach: Amongſt thoſc 
that can be ſo il] buſied , as to fit 
3 or 4 houres ata Tragedic,lome 
can bee ſo wiſely , good natur'd 
too, as to weepe heartily at it, 
You lecinto what variety of mi- 
Rakes , offices of loue vntaChrilt 
may put vs, while wee conſider 
them looſe by themſclues, and, 
examine them not by that which 
owght to bee the fundamental] 
inducement vnto them in our 
hearts , youſce how expedient 
it is to judge of theſe comple- 
mentall expreſſions of loue vnro 
our blefſed Saviour by our hearts, 
and not of our hearts by them , & 
by conſequent , you ſce of what 
excellent vie this doctrine of rhe 
ground , or originall of oxr loue 
wnto Chriſt is, To God the Fi- 
ther, &c, | 


flp— _—_— 
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If any man come to mee , and hate 
not hx Father e+ Mother Wife 
and children, and Brethren,and 
Sifters ; yea and his owne life 
4 {foe cannor be my Diſciple. 


NG PA Tra&t or diſcourſe; 
SJ [37 concerning the 'ſyn- 
MSIE 29 cerity of our lone vn- 
to our blefſed Saviour. Myme- 
thod in.itI haue acquainted you 
5: 8 with heretofore , impoſing 'vpen * 
* | my ſelfe acopious and fall hand- 
TY ling of three moſt conſiderable. 
© | pointes, which bothmake irvp in 
©| itſelfe, and evidenceirvntovs; 
"(| 1. The true and _ ground 
or originall of it: the ſpeciall'reas 
ſons inducing vs to Icue him. 

2. Therequiſite degree and in- 
tention of it :. how much wee are 


2 T he trial of our 
wo lone him... 3. The cſpeciallſnc 
effects and teſtimoniesof it:whaÞb) 
we are todoe becauſe wee louecc 
han. Ibe-farſt.of thete heads lÞg*« 
hane diſpatched already; haningf b 
herctofore. in another uudienceſ[tr 
diſcovered the falſe, : and inthisfe: 
C ation;the truce. grounds 0 
our _ vnto nie : Iam 
Hallen vpo the ſecond point, 
Snharein DR punQually to 
enquire , how much wee are to 
loue him , which quzry our Savi-fſ} 
our himſclte clearcly & through- 
ly reſolues in my Text. --1f a 
| manceome unto me, CFO, 
The occa- - Our-Saviour was now in the 
Eon ofthe progrefſe of his humiliation , go- 
words, jngaebourand doing good. Being 
| on ts way, hee obſernes great 
multitudes thronging & flocking Fi! 
after him , no doubtfor various 
ends,and v various: motines., 
This he bt Tien : andthere- 
vponthar they might -not-diſho- 


NOUT 


— 


fpucere lone vnta Chtift. 23 


1allJnour him & deeeaue themIthes 
haby grofle, abfard conceiptsofa 
ouecommon eaſinefle, for any\man +6 
ls I]get whatſoever - good Lylls- to 
inef bee gottery front him by uticele 
nceÞtrotting after hum, hee it 
hisjexpedientto let them all knowe 
 offibefore hand, what they muſt of 
amInecefſityreſolne vpon , If they 
m, would follow him - to any: pttr- 
tofpoſe, and ſolemnily to :forewarne 
tofithem, what they miſt trafÞ vnro 

vi-fif they made account 'to-get any 

h-Jcood by running after lum. /fany 
19 man will come to me {that is) ho- 


(thatis )' if hee ſet norfohighta 
rice vpon his hopes by 'me, that 
he bring this reſolution with him 
to part with any thing which 
may hinder him from doing 'mee 
conſtant, vnivertall ſervice ; yea 
oely it bee that -whith other- 

- wiſe 


ping or defiringto be>horter for Thee xplif 
me m regard of a better lifes azd cation of 
hate ot s Father: Mother; cc them, 


4s. "\ Thetriall of onr | 
wiſchee may moſt law fully and | 
ought moſt deerely to affect , hee ct 
cammrbe my Diſcople , hee isnoth3 
eualified cither to- doe-mee thats 
hondur which/I ſhal fromſ 
him, or to receaue thoſe fauours 
whichhee will expe&t from me," 
If any. man defirous ot a more {a-J0l 
toſjang exporting of this ſcri-P! 
pturethall enquire yet more par-J" 
ticularly,in what ſenſe the Di-I 
ctple of-Chriſt muſt hate his px-Þ® 
rents and children, wife and kin-J* 
dred,yeaand his owne life : I an- 
fwer 1. O—_ _— _ 
not \perm:t;butailo comma 
vs ae 6g ry png rea | 
them with the-lineerat deerclt 
aftecions that natury; can poſſ;- 
bly ſtir ypin our breaſts & bow-([ 
els:\/Farre be it from our Saytout (© 
to contradidt this law by requi- 
ring that hisDiſciples at their v<-F 
ry firft entrance mto the ſchoole, 
fhould tarne barbarous and ſtrip} 
3h themſclucs 


og o—— 


. ſyweeredoue unto (iift, x, 
nd thenſclues of thoſe flacred, dev 
hee (cent affeftions of nature. and hu- " 
nor manity-: that which hecrequires 
harfsthisl, that ſceing even during 
xm {he true Church there, will daily 
wy open many caſes wherein wee 
nc, ſauſtnecds cither deale ynkindly 
{a-Jor diſhonourably with him, , or 
ri-JÞreake ſquares with ſuch as are 
xr. Jncereand deerevmo vs, and in 
i ſtime of perſecution we may bee 
x2-(oput toir that wee. muſt either 
n-fſocaſhamed of him hefore men, 
n-Jd in the extremity of baſeneſſe 
th ſabjure him,or elſe part with our 
id temporal life and all content- 
cements; I ay he requires, thathis 
|t Diſciples ſhould come with 
indes fo poſſeſſed with an ex- 
. [raordinary overreaching eſteem 


reſoluc.to runne the moſt deſpe- 
ippratchaard of the Iofle of any 


Cs mans 
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mans favour, or their owneliues, 
that nothing ma 7 interrupt theirf' 
6bedichcewnto him,orintertept 
rhe light: ofhis-countenance a 
then. 2” Wee are tonote, that 
the hatred which is required, Þ 
hath norreference to cheperſoſſ 
ſpceifiedin thy text; 


vours andcontentments as'we 
may receme fro them. The loue 
of Chriſt will not ſuffer, much þ; 
leſſe cauſe vs,in any caſe ro neg- 


" 


but'to-fach BY 


let theduries,or grow weary of £-: 


therelations of nature: only thus 
muchChriſt expeRts from vs ſce- 


ing wee maybee often dritten to 


that puſh that wee muſt either 
looſe him; or the good- lookes of 
thoſe whom ve account our beſt 
or thatincompariſon of our 
esby the Goſpell, we ſhould 
=—_— (that is)by a Hebraiſme, 
negled& or di Ame whartſoc- 


1 
ts 


Yy 


ver comforts or favours we cobld 


expeRt from them, that without 
any 


gy R— - 


hat wee may ſticke glo 
Chriſt, and bee found in him en- 

ped in þis righteouſneſſe. 
o vnfold this yet more diſtin&- 


þ y: we may part from that which We "_ 

. pdcere vnto. vs for the loue of 2 harm 

| og OT Chriſt in two reſpeds. deere vnta 
Tl bf . 

h l, As a ſacrifice, towat, when vs for the | 
" [ood is glorified by that which loue of 

. e part with:ſo «Abraham wag Civil ins 


1d illing to with 1/aake , and relpects. 
+. þÞ this reſpeR might bee faid to 

-- [cc him, though no doub: but his 

dowels yearned molt vehement- 

y,even when his hand was fet- 

ing the fatall blow ; ſo that he- 

call mother 2, ſat. 7. hated 

&r ſeauen ſonnes whom indeed 

eloued moſt tenderly , bein 


er 
of 
eſt 
ar 


Id 


C 


«./Pntentto ſee themall burchere 

14P fore her cies with horrible ra- 
; ity of torments, that they might 

: nor 


ut 
ny « 


The ha- 


ered requi- 
redin Che: 
Diſciples is 
paſſue, 


- 
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the law '; and God 


nor difobey 

might bee glorified. 21, , As a 
temptation, when we otr-ſclue 
being ſevered from it 'may glor! 


fie God morefreely : Thus Afo- 
ſes refuſed to be ralted 'the' ſonne of 


Pharaohs daughter, hating the 
treaſures of w; pt 3n compariſon 
of the reproach of Chriſt, Heb.11, 
26. Thus 7oſephparted with hi 
Miſtreſſe and all his hopes by his 
Maſter; becauſehe would not doe 
that great wickeanefſe ani ſinne 4 
geinſt God, So thatindeed the h: 
inmy Text is more paſſiue 
then aQtine,conſiſting in an h 
ble willingnefſe to forgoe an) 
thing which may becither an ac 
ceptable ſacrifice vnto Chriſt , of 
a dangerons tempratio from him 
ina well compoſed diſlike and 
difeſteem of thoſe" things , 
which onr nature counts her jc- 
wels, when compared to' thol 
glorious inviſible rarities _ 
thy 


—_ © © as oc ia as ow «ma .o. ca .DO@Oao 


vw 


$ 3 
je- 


ol 


goa——_— 


fntere lone to Chriſk, 59 
they may hinder vs from, Laſtly 


ina placide, well tempered con- 
tentedneſſe , vpon a ſmall war- 
ning to part with them, either 


| one afteranother, or all of them 
q ataclap,ſo that we may bee ſure 


of the maine, 1o that by letting 
them goe , wee may take better 
hold of Chriſt Icfus,in whom we 
arc ſure to finde with an infinite 
overplus whatſoever wee looſe 
for his ſake. ; 
My Text being thus explai- 
ned.I will contra the pith both 


| cfitandit's explication into this 


doqrine. Whoſoever makes ac- 
count to be the better for his pro 
feflion of Chriſt, .and to haue his 
ſhare inthoſe vnvaluable purcha- 
ſes ofhis paſſio, muſt prize Chrilt 
leſs and his hopes by him farre 
beyond whatſoeuer, or whomſo- 
ever hee may moſt lawfully and 
ought moſt dearely to loue in this 


ich] World , yea nn ——_ life it 
hey 


felfe,. 


The Do« 
&rine of 
the Texts 


Io © The tridll of our 
ſelte , and whatſoever content- 
ments may endeere 1t vnto him, 
To heape vp other teſtinionies or 
to goeany farther then my Text 
for the proofe of this doctrine, 
were to prejudice both our Savi- 
ours authority, he being ſo plaine 
and peremptory in the point,and 
your eſteeme of it,as if you were 
not by his bare word ſauthciently 
perſfwaded and convinced of a 
erith, ſo much concerning him- 
ſelfe, and. you too; 1f you doe in 
earneſt defire to haue any my 
to doe with him. My labour, 
ſuppoſe,will be better ſpent in 
demonſtrating vnto you the cqui- 
ty of that whuch may ſeeme ri- 
gour in this ner on —_— 
. Ting vnto you what reaſons 
nag = our Sayiour had to exact ſo great 
Dor inc a meaſure & high a pitch of loue 
|  demonitra- from all thoſe who would bee 
ted by 2 poker of his. redemption and 
rers of his merits : —_ 
olc 


reaſons. 


ſyncene out unto Chriſt. 11 


thoſe reaſons I will ſpecifie and 


amplifiein two conſiderations. 
1, It will not ſtand either 
withthe juſtice , ar waſdome of 


God the Father,tolooſe the glo- 


ry of gis everlaſting : mercies ut 


his ſon,by conferring: them vpon 


{uchas doe not perceaue and/'ac+- 
knowledge -fome 'out-ſtrippin 

excellency in them beyond all 
bis temporall blefſings. Indeed 
itis vſuallwith God in his gene- 
rall providence to heap his rem- 
porall favours vpon fuchas never 
thinke of his loue in dealing thus 
bountifully with them , but the 
reaſon of that "is becauſe hee can 
call them in againe, & blow vp- 
on them at his pleaſure , and 
though hee get no glory forhis 


mercy whilelt he beſtowes them 


as bleſſings, yethee can befureto }, _ 
glorific us juſtice by turning the ace norſo 
into curſes: But now for his ever- common 


laſting mercies,thole riches of his 33 :#paalk | 
| I 2 louc 
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louc in Chriſt, hee vſcth not to 
part with them ſo eaſily: he lets 
not them goe outofhis hands: by 
his Miniſters hee proclaimes and 
a yes theinfinire worth and 

eofthem: if any man bee fo 


' taken with the luſtre of the that 


for joy Mat.1 3.44 he goes & ſel: 
all that he hath ro buy them , and 
thinkes hee hatha Ar bargaine 
too, God preſently ſteales vnto 


/ God pre- him an everlaſting-afſaranee - 
ſently giues _ by his ſpirit of promiſe , & 


an everla- 
Ring aſſy- 
gance of 


eſſion of them at the 
ws is death, when all other 


ſalvation to poſſeſſions leme him. But now it 


all who 


any man think ſo poorely of the, 


Joue Chriſt that either hewillnot vouchſafe 
Gacercly. 


to c them , orif hee doe 
thinke them worth the buying, 
- et will not come off roundly,& 

themoutright with all that 
het hath. I ayit oil not ſtand ci- 
ther with the iuſtice,or wiſdome 
of Gad the Father,to caſt them a- 
way 


We _ — - 


feneerelome to Chriſt, 17 


away vponſuch prodigious ſorts. 
The reaſon may be gathered out 
of our Saviours words , AMar.10, 
37. Hee that loweth father or mo- 
ther more then mes not worthy of 
»:: Alas,you will fay, no more is 
hee that loveth him infinitely 
better , then his father and Mo- 
ther : yes ſuch a one is worthy of 
him , not indeed with ſuch a 
worthincfle as God may expe&t 
but with ſuch a worthynefle as 
hee in his juſtice may accept: not 
with ſuch a worthineſle by ,..... 
which hee may deſcrue Chriſt, {ble to bee 
for then hee would haue no need iuſtifyed 
of him, ſeeing that worthineſſe without 
might aſwell immediatly an- Chriſt 5 to 
ſwerthe inſtice of God without wy "thing 
Chrift , but with fuch a worthis yyich may 
ncſle as may fit him hauing need deſerve P- 
of Chriſt, and Chriſt being freely Chuilt.. .: 
giuen him to recciue him. What MR, 
kind of worthineſle is that ? it is 
the worthyneſſe of faith - war- 

I 3 king 
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king by loue, conſiſting in a tho- 
rough ſece ofthe extrememilſery 
of our greateſt happines without 
Chriſt , in a cleare perſwaſion 
of the inco le worth of 
thoſe things which wee are pro- 
miſed in Chriſt, and in a well ad- 
viſed reſolution to doe or ſuffer 
any thing that wee may bee a(- 
fared ofour partm them. But a- 
las what worthyneſlc is there in 
all this ?ſecing that whatſoever 
wee can poſſibly doe or ſuffer for 
ST Chriſt in this life, is not worthy 
| to bee compared with the glo- 
ry which ſhill bereucaled Rom. 
$. 18. Ianſwere therecan bee 
mdecd no meritorious worthi- 
nefſe in all this, but there is an 
" acceptable worthinefle : for by 
There isa acceptance hee is worthy of 
3. fold '- whatſocncr God does for hm , 
"ar /o who-in fome good meaſure vn- 
table or derſtands the worth of his bene- 
 Merozious, fits and takes them to heart ;. de- 
= | | Gring 
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ſyncere lone unto Chriſt. 15 
firing and endeauourmg to giue 
him allthe'glory which hee in- 
tended for himſelfe in beftowing | 
them. bv ane thing God 


mrends ingdoing good .vnto any 
of 'creatures is the glory of his 
goodnefle if therefore hus crea- 
ture acknowledge his goodnefle 
proportionably in his benefits, 
deliring to valuethem all ſingle 
at that high price,and in compart- 
fon one aboue another p | 
ombly as the donor would haue 
hee Id , hee reſtores vnto 
God that which hee aimed at in 
his benefits , and is worthy of 
them with that worthinefle 
which acreator may expe from 
a creature -: ſeeing an infinite 


Creator which hath need of no- it isnorre-- 


thing, cannot expe any thi 


from a finite ercature hauing no- ©<4 thar 


thing but what hee firſt beſtowed 


vpon it,but the glory of his bene- Je(crye his. 
fits. Now to draw necrcer-vnto gifts, 


I 4; the. 


; The Re- 
dempuon 
; of man. is 
-» the moſt 
admirable 
worke of 


; God. 


+6 The triall of our 
the point > the greateſt matter 
containing 1n. it infinite vari 

of wonders , which God from all 
eternity hath contrined by his 
wiſdome, com by his-po- 
wer , beſtowed by hisgoodnefſe 
vpon-man kind , to ger -himſelfe 
as it were an infinite maſſe of 
giory: which ſhould ſaffhice him 
through all eternity , was the 
{cndingot his owne fonnem our 
nature , on our behalfe to fatizhe 
his taſtice. This was that altoni- 
_ roie& , wherewith that 
inviebleLord blefſed for ever in- 
tended in the fulleſt, compleateſt 
meafare to- glorify all his attri- 
butes at once, and to make him- 
felfe farre mure admirable then 
hee was in the creation and. go- 
tterment ofthe world : This was 
that miſtery which was hidden 
from ages and generations ,: in 
which God would make knowne 
the viches of his glory x Col: 26. 
which 
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which holy-men for many ages 
together ſaluted a farre off, and 
retoyced to ſee , though it were 
_ ha c'oud AN the An- 

ells themſelues deſire ragexuar 
a" heedfully to prie into 1 Per. 
10. out of their heavenly places 
beholding in the Church the mani- 
fold wiſdome of God Epheſ 3.10. 
This being ſo,* whoſocuer is ad- 
mitted to ſee what i the fellor- 
ſhip of the miſtery which from the 
beginning of the world hath bin 
hid in God, v. 9. It hee bee 1o: 
caught vp with admiration of it, 
that hee yu preſently .into a 
Joathing of all his other happt-- 
nefſe in compariſon of this; if at. 
the ſizht of ſach a concourſe of 
wonders, he bee ſo raviſhed our 
othimſelfe, thathe carenot what: 
become of what hee moſt doted 
on before, fo that he may get his 
partin that fellowſhip, fay,ſuch: 
a one is worthy of Chriſt,becauſc 
| I 5 hee 


- 


rY:" The triallof” onr- 

wes God that glory which 
Chriſt meant toprocure him,and 
rherefore it wii ſtand both with. 
hisw ifdome and iuftice , to- allot 
fach a one hisportion out of thoſe 
Pnſearchable riches of Chriſt Ep: 
3- 8. Butonthe contrary : who- 
tocuer 1s admitted to the ſight of 
' the fellowſhip of the ſame my- 
ſtery , it hee can efpy noſuch cx- 
traordinary excellency int ,. but 
tharhee may keepe ime as 
hee is,and hold faſt what heha's, 
theecandiſcerne no ſuch ſuper- 
latiue worthin it as may call in 
"his thoughts fromall other mat- 
rers, and command their atten- 
dance vpon itſelfe ; it hisafte Qi- 
ons continue ſti]] glued vnto ſuch 
traſh and mucke as they were 
faſtened on betore, in a word , it 
hee fatisfie himſelfe with fach 
grofſe conceitsas theſe, thatſure 
thethings whichare oftcred vs in 
Chrittare excellent things . but 
offercd 


———— 


' mercy wee may at length hane 
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offered vpon very hard termes, +, 
and theretore pm mat- 11 a 
ters may bee berter for vs-for the take Chriſt 
preſent, that thoſe are matters of 9n thoſe 
another world and would bee **rmes hee 
ood for vs when. wee are dead, nn - 
ut in the me'nce time it's belt enteratiing 
tor vs to makcaſmuch ofour ſel-. . 


nes as. wee can, and by Gods 


our part in thoſe matters aſwell 
as thoſe that kecpe molt ſtirre a- 
bout them { I fay ) ſuch ſtupid 
ſots are lo ſtrangely vnworthy of 
Chriſt, that God cannot doc them 
any good : his wiſlome and his 
juſtice will not ſuffer him : 1t 
would infinitely lefſe become his 
wiſdome to proftitute ſuch trea- 
ſures vnto the trampling of ſuch 
ſwine, thenit would became the 
wiſdome of a man to giue chil- 
dren Diamonds to play with ,. | 
who will be better pleaſed with 
cherryſtones , or to feed hounds 

with 


zo T he triall of our 
with the moſt coſtly daintics, 
which had rather be doing vpon 
earrion. It's likewiſe impoſlible 
for his wnftice tro betow his 
ehcifelt., chouleſt mercies vpon 
{uch brutes as will ſcarce: take 


them for mercics ,. being not 
throughly perſwaded that they 


it will notſtand with the juſtice 
of God to beſtow his principall 
mercies where they arerhns Ee. 
riſhly vndervalued nay hee that 
thus vndervaluesthem, n.uſt nor 
_ it away ſo: the wſtice of 
God will not ſufferhim , to let 

that man paſſe without the moſt 
- heauic and fearctull plagucs that 

his omnipotency can infli& , bc- 

cauſe it 1 the greateſt affront , 
Theyofer and moſt intolerable deſpight, 
Sr hatſuch wormescanne offer his 
Go1, who Impaſſible maicſtie, thus as much 
ſco;ne his 2$1nvs lies, to-befoole his wit- 
Lore, - domeandeuen ſcorne his me 
that 


hauc any necd of them; Did I {'y | 
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that where hee thought to doe 
vs molt good and himſclfe molt 
glory, wee forſaoth can ſee no 
iuch great need of that , or cxtra- 
ordinary reaſon for this, Nay you 
will fay, but we may value Gods 
louein Chriſt very highly, allbe- 


| it wee clteeme ſome tew things 


which.our nature hath taken ſpe- 
ciall likcing vnto before it : No 
luch matter : Hee that eſtecmes 
the deareſt things hee hath , ſup- 
_ his owne life, bur in the leaſt 
cerecaboue it, vndervaluecs it 
asaſmuch in effect as hee thac 
makes no account of it at all : 
would any man lay thar hee &t- 
eemed a pearle who ſhould pre- 
ferre' a barley-corne before it : 
yctthere is ſoine proportion be- 
tweenea barley-corne and a pe- 
arle,, but-none at all betweene 
our temporall life and: that ex- 
ceeding weight of glory , treaſu- 
ted vp for vs by Gods loue in 
Chriſt 3. 


E 
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Chriſt : O this loue of God | 
ſparing his owne ſon for our rc 
demption , is ſo full of bottom 
leſle , fathomlefſe myſteries , iti 
in {ach tranſcendent ex7efle, inf 
nifE that thoſe multitudes of hi 
bleſſings in our creation and pre 
{ſervation , inc{timable too in 
themſclues wherewith 21 
Wh QYAP*N3> day by day he 
loadeth vs Pſal. 68.v.19.( take 
them altogether. ) are not wort} 
the talking of in compariſon 0 
this, nor as we {ay to bee namet 
the fame day with it ; O this ſc 
ding of Clhritt to die for vs.when 
wee were yet ſinners, was that 
ſpecial], royall preſent where: 
with the King of heaven woulc 
commend his loue vnto vs, as the 
Apoltle excellently expreflc it 
Rom. .8.In this,daith Saint ohn, 
I, 8.9, was manifeſted the loue of 
-God towards ws that hee ſent hi 
onely begotten ſonne mto the world 
; that 
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that wee might line through him 
manifeſted1n this ? why in what 
nor ?{o it is in. every bitof bread 
we cate yin every ſup ofayre we 
take in: © but the noblc{t bleſ-- 
fings of this life are tach poore 
curteſies in compariſon of what 


| we hope for by Chrilt,that Gods 


loue though molt: eminent too , 
doe's ſcar{e appeare in them , be- 
ing eclipſed by that moſt Orient 
and everlaſting blazc of his lone 
in Chriſt, Wherefore to conclude 
my firſt. conſideration : it is no- 


# wonder if thc inſtice of God , 


which is toſce thathis Glory re- 
cciue no' damage , require that 
our: e{teeme of this his greateſt 
mercic, wlchhimte values ſo 
farre abone 21] his other mercics, 
ſhould tar exceed our clteeme 
of any other matters though o- 
therwiſe moſt excellent in. 
themſelues and deare vnto vs, 
that our very eſteeme of them 

may 
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may bee bur a diſcſteeme and a 

hatred ifcomparcd tooureſtecme 

IP ofhis loue in Chrilt. . 
Rs Conſid. 2. If a man profeſſe 
neuer ſo munch lone vnto 

Chriſt , if hee doe indeed pre- 

ferre him before never fo many 
conveniences of this he ,. yet 

if hee lone but any. one thing 

in the world never ſo little bet- 

ter then heedoth Chriſt 5 he doth 

him 1n cffe&t aſmuch diſhonour 

as he thatnever lookes after him 

arall. Thus much I mtimated be- 

fore ; but what I did but touch 

ypon , and in reference to (ol 

SI the father, I will now amplity 
_ oe With ſpeciall references vato 
teeme Godtheſone.It isal one,as I ſaid 
- Chriſtar al. before, notto eſteeme a pear'e 
--andro pre- atall, & tocſteemeirlcfſe worth 
_ rs then a barley-corne: in like man- 
One 2» ner , though weepreferre Chrilt 
rentment before never ſo- many profites 
before him & pleaſures, yetifthere remaine 
bclund 
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bchind onedarling contentment = 


which we are reſolved to keepe 
whatſoever may become of his 
gloryor our intereſt in him : wee 
oem the ifſue-cſteeme; him not 
atall, becauſe wee(ſtill wittingly 
value. him below that which 1s 
infinitely worſe then ___ in 
compariſon of him.When a falea- 
ble commodity is offered vpon 
reaſonable price , wee vic to. lay 
that if it bee not worth that, it's 
worth iuft nothing : Now our 
partin Chriſt is fo infinitely {c- 
verworth any thing that wee can 
— giue for it, that by farre 
tter reaſon'wee may ſay , that 
hee that thinkes it not cheape 
botight withal] that he hath even 
tolus laſt breath, indeed thinkes 
it. worth nothing at all. Let a 


woman loue her. hasband better 


thena millionof men, yetifſhee 
loue but any one man intheworld 


better then her husband , he will 
gc 


I 
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ou her but little thankes for 
cing: him abone fo' many 0- 
thers. But toamplify this point 
more diſtinaly , let vs brief 
conſider that rranfcendent wick 
of loue wee owe. firlk vnto. the 
benefits of Chriſt - :;- ſecondly 
vnto his perſon ; All thoſe ineſt;- 
mablebenefits which wee make 
account of by Chriſt may bee re- 
duced to 2. heads 1 a ranſome 2 
an inheritance. The ranfome is 
from horrours and thoſe torments 
which are infinite for ſmart, va- 
riety and Durarion , which wee 
hane all. deſerved a thouſand 
Bad the Times over,and theffore the caſe 
I bledings being thus with vs, thoagh wee 
ocured Jooked for nothing but ſuch a 
| _— ran{ome by our Saviour, though 
” then they After this life wee ſhould ſpend 
are, they Eternity ina Limbus vnacquain- 
had beene ted with any paine or pleaſure, 
inclimable ye. though hee. had procured X 
only 


” nitely lefie D< Had procured vs only this that | 


for 


Os 
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only the mortality of our foules, 
thatthey might periſh with our 
bodies; I fay this alone had heene 
beyond all proportion, better for 
vs then the whole world: ſcei 
what would a thonſand worlds 
doe vs good ifafter a while wee 
muſtbee packed out of them all 
into that place where wee ſhall 
everlaſtingly curſe the day that 
ever wee were borne or made 
reaſonable creatures, - But now 
that beſides all rhis, wee make 
firſt account for an inheritance by 
him,an #nheritance immortall,un- 
defiled , reſerved in heaven for vs, 
ſecing we expeted to bee made 
heires with Chriſt in that glory 
which hee had with his father be- 
fore the beghming of the world , 
of that glory the leaſt ſparke of 
which if vifible to bodily eyes 
would ſhame al the beauty,pomp 
and bravery of the world , and 
whatſoever the Magnifico's > 
e 


28 +— The triall of onr 
the carthare proud of , it is a ftu- 
pidity worſe thenany madneſſc, ets 
toconceiue, wee eſteeme fſnth-Jis 
ciently of ſuch glorious hopes , iffmi 
vpon deliberate choice we makeÞ{h 
much butof any one indearmentſof 
of this life which may any- way [be 
hinder our aſſurance of them. 2. |f 
for our loue vato the perſon of [fi 
Chrilt equity requires that wee [h 
ſhould louc him with a lone = 

morc ouertopping then either 
our ranſome or inheritance , and 
therefore it will bee yet a more 
intolerable extremity of mad- 
neſlc , ro imagine wee .loue him 
with an : acceptable degree of 
aftecion , as long as wee dare to 
bring the inoſt louely obie that 
© Wee ſhould wee can picke out of theſtore- 
loveChiſts houſe of nature within the com- 
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» 
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pate of a compariſon with him. 
ſay , reaſon requires that wee 
ſhquld loue his perſon ,more en- 
kts, tirely then his benefits , that we 
ſhould 
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tu-Jſhould preferre his glory before 
le, feternall life it ſelfe,' Our Saviour 
th- is contented that our feare of 


1 


and deſire of happineſſe , 


kefſhould firſtenter vs into the loue 
*nfofhim, that till wee know him 
ay [better wee ſhould loue himonly 
2, | for our owne fakes and his bene- 


of 
ce 
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cr 
ad 
re 
n 
m 

of 
0 
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fits, but after that he harh ſent ' 
his ſpirit to expound rhe mifteric 
of his loue vnto vs more clea- 
rely, to make vs lay to heart not 
only whathee hath purchaſed for 
vs, but alſo how deere the pur- 
chaſe coſt him , how though hee 
was rich,yet for our ſakes hee be- 
care poore that wee through od 
poverty might be made rich as 1 
Apoſtle paſſionately deliners it 
2. Cor:8 9. how being every way 
equall with God Phil :2.7 2ulvwrs 
hee was fainetvempricand ſtrip 
himſclfeas it were of all hisroy- 
altie that hee might compaſſe 
theſe great matters for vs , for 
whom 


03 Thetrigll of our 
whom hee had not the leaſt rea" 
ſon to doe the leaſt good : whenſW 
his ſpirzt hath effteQually meltedÞf 
our hcarts with theſe conſidera! 
tions , wee ſhall perceiue onF< 
Joneing him cheifly for our owneſ|. 
ſaluation: to bee Cake ewoll 


Itis a mer» oroffe and mercenary louc, being 


cenary 


Love to 


l 
not much different from that ofa]! 


love Chriſt Woman who loucs her jointure' 
chicfely for better then her husband , or that | 
our owne of a ſonne ,who loues his Fatherf! 


Galyation. chic for his pa \ | 
chongh ichert wee haue loud}! 
Chr 


trumony.. And 


ſt only becauſe. wee hope tw} 
et by lum yer now that weeſſ 
ow whatrhe kiſſes of his month 
e, that which wee princi- 

lly lone in him is his loue , and 

mag hotre loued the giuer for 
the gitt, by akind of regreſſe in 
our affection , wee henceforth 
ſtriue to loue the gift for the gi- 
uer. But this point though many 
of Gods children knoy it to _ 
m 


ni 
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rea [molt reaſonable and haue found it 
hendjmoſt comfortable , yet I know 

Itegffit will ſeeme to many both; too 

eraigide and too curious,and there- 

ariliore I diſmiſſe it. 

vne}, Allthathath beene deliucred' _. , 
-woſin my ſecond. conſideration, may gnly wee 
-ing] bee lummonedvp in'this excel- love Chrilt | 
of a lent concluſion : So much only as we love 

ure may doe __ Chriſt as wenn _ —_ 
tharyhim more then any thing elſe be- ,* : 
her ſides though _ {0 =—_ Bb RE 

\ nd becauſe we haue infinitely. more 
ued} reaſon to loue him thenit 1s poſ- 
2 to ible wee ſhould haue to Joue any 
veel thing elſe: and therefore it is not 
«th to bee accounted loue vnto him, 
1ci-$ if we can afford as muchor more 
and to ſomthingelſe: 2. becauſe if we 
forf| loue but one thing better then 
» in| wee doe him,thatone thing may 
th] forcevs to deſpight,forfake, and 
gj- | detray him as accurſedly as if we 
any preferred a hundred ings be- 
beef fore him : yea, he that reſoluedly. 
wot | prc- 


32 The triall of our 
preferrs but one thing” before his 
communion. with ut will 
quickly beintreared by his owne 
heart to preferre more. He ther- 
fore that would certainely know 
how much hee loues his th 
Saviour,thatwould i 

of the meaſure of his 

him, muſt doe it by lin the 
pulſe as it were, or calculating 
NE ces of his affection _ p! 


t by his af. | fu 

rae vnto oe ales. his af-$ 
feRtionsvnto other matters and ||{t 
conſidering how farre that hath | {< 
got theſtarr of theſe , and what 0 
oucrplus ithath beyond them all JM 
in the compariſon : for ſo mnch 
and no more doth he indeed loue 
Chrilt. For it deſernes obſerva- 
tion : that wee cannot judge of. b© 
an affection by its ſingle exerci- Þ 
ſes whatit doesalone by it ſelfe, Þ * 
 buronly whe itis broaght with- F*< 
in the liſts , whea it's put to F*! 
wreltle 
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ſincere lone wnto (hriſt, 43 
wreſtle for rhe maſtery. witl'o- 
ther afteQtions in the ſameheart, 
Where it cotnes to paſſe that of 
two affe&tions of the ſame kinde, 
the weaker may proue the ſtron- 
ger.it ſcated-ina heart, whereas 
weake as it 1s , it 'hath the ſone- 
raignty ouer all the other affeti- 
_ mp + weaker then 
Irie 


fe ; and the ſtronger may 


proue the weaker if it dwell in 
ſucha hearr, wherein it 1s ouer- 
matched with ſome one at leaſt 
ſiroger the it ſelfe. Did I lone C, 
Icfus with as eminent'degree of 
loue as ever did the molt reſoJute 
Martyr,yetwere it poſſible that 
I ſhould _k&n6 any endearement 
of this life never fo little beyond 
that pitch ,'my loue would bee as 
asnone at.all; yea the ſame 
meafare'of lou@ which made him 
a glorious Martyr , would not 
cepe me from being an accurſed 
poſtate, ſeeing that if I were 
K put 
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pat to it,as he was,that I muſt ci- 
ther renounce my Saviouror my 
other contentment ,- this would 
hold me 1o falt , that it would 
make me moſt deſperatly let him 
goe: and this would bee not be- 
cauſe my loue vnto Chrilt was in 
ir ſelfe weaker then the Mar« 
tyres : I ſuppoſed the contrary; 
but becauſe my affetion vnto 
ſomething elſe was ſtronger then 
any affeAtion in the Martyr , and 
too ſtrong to be over-maltred by}: 
my loue vnto Chriſt, But hereſ: 
ſome may putin a fooliſh queſt;- 5 
on; though a Diſciple of ChriltÞ** 
muſt nor loue any thing better « 
then his Maſter , yet may hee not : 
loue ſomething as well/I anfiwerf,, 
the conceipt is impaſſible, Firſt, 
Beceauſet 18an impoſlibility,thath, * 
 forany continuange cur affections \ 
ſhould be ſetled jyan <quall (izef- 
vpon two abies, which com. 
monly fall crofle one to the other r 
& 
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- & may ever and anon be brought 
7 in oppofition one againſt the 0- 
14 [1h&r, Now wharſoever wee love 
mn {26fides Chtiſt vnlefſeit be in ſab- 
ordination vhto him,cither aqu- 

in all, when we parricularly thinke 
7. | fit andintend it, or habitually, 
, [inthe generall conſtant purpoſe 
J of our mindes, wee loue 1t'in op- 
en [Pofition to him cither explicit & 
ng (eretor implicite and mrerpre- 


1, [tatine,as the Schooles ſpeak (that. 


+ fis)ſach negle&of himashe will 
q;. [1nterpret oppoſition. All this we 
ip \carne from himſclfe whohath 
er ſPronoticed it impoſſible thatone 
or (an ſhould ſer#e two maſters,and 


hisreaſon.is, hee muſt needs hate 


the one,and lone the ether, Math. 
bar 00-24. 2. We may note that loue 


ns {11 thereſt of the affeftions may 
ize be conſidered two waies. 1. Phy- 
mn. [fcally,as they are qualities in the 


het 
K 2 zing 


— fouls. 2, Morally, in refpeRt of 
% their motfues and other moralli- 


ve. 
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"ff we loue ,;; : 
, ud y con. 2B circumſtances. Now ſup- 
renment Pole it were poſlible that wee 
equally ſhould loue Chriſt & ſome world 
with _Y contentment which the 7 
me © ame degree of afteion,althoug 
Jed Farce Eſc loues would be equall con- 
* Jefls then {idered naturally as qualities yer 
that con- Conſidered morally -, our loue of 
; tenement, Chriſt would bee farre leſſe then 
our loue of the other cotentmet: 
ſeeing our Joue of that vpon ſmal 
reaſons would bee as great as our 
loue of Chriſt vpon the greatelt 
reaſons that eycr were, or;ever 
can be to obſerue and perſwade 
the greateſt loue, Thus in two 
coſiderations haue you heard Cx- 
plained,confirmed,and amplified 
this maine dofrine whoſoever 
he be that makes account to bee 
the better for his profeſſion of 
Chriſt. 
Before I deſcend toapplicati- 
on I ſuppoſe it expedient to vin- 
dicate this fundamentall point 
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from ſome exceptions ' which it 
may be charged with by ſuchjas 
doe n -t or will not vnderſtand it, 
In the firſt place,it may be ob. 1'* point. | 


, w | </ x is vindica- 
jeted if none- can get therich c1 6. 


pearle in the parable but Þ= that (me exce-"" 
w1l giue all he hath for it: if nonc pions, 

can haue his part in Chriſt but he | 
that prizeth it abone his life and l 
is ready to buy it with whatſoc- 
ver 1s deare vnro him , what 
meanes then that Evangelica]l 
proclamation.E/a 5 5.1. Ho eve- 
ry one that thirſteth come yee to 
the waters, (+ he that hath no mo- 
ny: come and buy milke without i 
mony , and without price ? whar | 
meanes that nuptiall invitation, 

Rev.22. The Spirit and the bride 

ſay come,and let him that heareth | 
ſay come and whoſoever , let hins - 
take of the water of life freely ! W, 
Whartare we invited and intrea- | 


[ 


pa — 


red te drinke on free colt of the- 


water of life , and yet muſt wee 
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ventureour lines for it, & breake 
through a whole hoſt of Philiſtins 
forit as the worthies of David 
did for the waters of Bethel], 
2.S:m..23.Arc we made beleeue 
that Chriſt is given vs freely,and 
yet mult we buy him, & buy him 
with all that we hane ? I anſwer, 
I. That proclamation in the 
Prophet and invitation in the A- 
p2c3lyps are not to be fo vnder- 
{to02,asit God required nothing 
on their parts who ſhall partake 
ofhis promiſes in Chriſt,butonly 


toſtcp forth and challenge them, | 


The ſenſe and {cope of thoſe pla- 


ceSis this, whereas wordly com- 


moditics though never ſv vaine 
and tranſitory cannot bee gotten 


- Withoutprice , {o that hee that is 


penniltefle mult be content to ge 


man from Without them, thoſe heavenly & 
Puying e® everlaſting commodities are at- 
crlaſting taineable to all forts of men as 


UES: 


well to beggarsas to Princes,po- 
yerty 


| 
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verty can hinder no man from 
buying them,. hee thathathnor a 
ny may come and drinke as 
ee! y of the warers of life as hee 
that hath coffers ful]. AsGodex- 
ects from vs whatſoever wee 
1o that which wee haue for 

him ſhall ſerue the turne though 
it benever ſolittle, thongh wee 
have nothing bur the ſhirt on our 
backs,but our naked,diſcaſed car- 
kaſſes, yer if wee are willing to 
= them for Chriſt , they ſhall 


e ſaficient pay. God turnesa-- 


way no chapman becauſe he can- 
not giue enongh,bur only becauſe 
he will not giue what hee can, 
For if there bee firſt ' a willing 
minde,God accepts according to 
that a man hath and not S— [4 
to that he hath not,as it is ſpoken 
in another caſe, 2.Cor, 8.12. 
2, When weare aid to buy the 
pearle,to buy Chriſt withall that 
we hane,ſuchilike ſpecchesare in 
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no wiſe to be vnderſtood proper- 
ly but Parabolically; For in,pro- 
priety of ſpecch;, when ee for- 
fake all to winne Chriſt, we doe 
not fay down any = vntoGod 
for him, who hathg:venhim for 
vs all; and offered him to every 
one. of ys molt freely, only we 
ridde our ſe/ucs of ſuch things as 
may hinder vs from receauing 
him being; freely ; ginen. It one 
ſhould offer me handftt!s: of go!d, 
Lfor the preſent hauing my hands 
tall of clay , I ſhculd-quickly bee 
rid of theclay that I may finger 
thegold, yet I doe not pay hun 
for his gold with my clay, buton- 
ly prepare my ſelfe torectauert. 

] Av manner there being an wet 
finitely greater dilj tio bc- 

mig Chrin and The ind) Pre- 
tious commodities that weecan 

forgoc forſhim ; then there is'be- 
tweenegold and clay when wee 
difiucmber our ſciucs "of any 
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thing that wee may make roome 
for Chriſt, wee doe not purchaſe 
him.,. but prepare-toentertaine 
him comming of his own accord: 
vnto vs. - 
2 Butisitſo in earneſt , will. 
ſome ſay ? . muſt every man that 
will be the better for Chriſt, bee: 
willing to looſe his- owne lite for 
him? Thisis worſe then all the 
reſt, why then, vpon the point 
none can bee {aued but Martyrs, 
Lanfiver,we may, ſafely affirme. \ 
thatnone are ſaued but Martyrs; ! 
Martyrs cither atuallyor habitu- 
ally; hauing faith enough to. en- ghee. 
courage” and loue to- conſtraing any can be: 
them to.be Martyrs.,at the honour-ſaued bu. 
of their profeſſion, ſhould require Marryrs.. 
tt this aſlcrtion make any mans: 
cares to tingle,I knowe not why; 
the hearing of my. text ſhould: 
not be as offenſive vnto him, or” q 
the rcading of divers other ſpec-- 
chesofour faviour,requiringa re-- 
| K 5 {0.ucd. 
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{olued diſeſteeme and contempt 
of life in any man whoſoever hee 
be that dares tofethis hand to his 
plough ,.or ſeriouſly ſer his. face 
towards heaven. There is a Po- 
piſh ſcribler not worth the na- 
ming ina pulpit, who would per- 
{wade vs that theſe ſpeeches of 
our Saviour are not precepts of 
neceſſity vntoall that ſhall be fa- 
ved by him, but only counſells of 
perfedion to ſuchas will not bee 
eontented to be dore-keepers in 
heatien, butayme at fome higher 
place. For my part I cannot ex- 
- preſſe how injurious I conceaue 
this gloſſe,as welbto our Saviours 
perſon,as to his dorine. But it 
any man preſentto-ſet his owne 
heart atquiet, bewilling to be of 
this fellowes-minde, I leaue him 
three things to pauſe vpon. 1.0nr 
Saviotzr did not fpeake thus much 
only toſomeſelet, forward men, 
auly to his ſpeciall Diſciples, but 
as 


w 
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asitis in. the verſe precedent, 
there went great multitudes after 
him, and hee tmrned and ſaid vnto 
them, If any man,&c.But perha 
though he addrefſe his bouts 
tothem altogether, yet heinten-- 
ded it not to cach of them ſingle, j 
No, what then meane the firſt 1 
wordsof my text, 1f any man, ec, 
what meancs the conc'uſion of ' 
his diſcourſe, verſ.; 3. So /ikewi/e 
whoſdever he be of you that forſa- 
keth not all that he hath he cannot 
be my Diſciple, 2. The conſide-. 


rations - which ſhew the _— 
of thoſe con1itions required by The condd. | 


our Saviour, the reaſons inducing tions of ſale) 
him torequire fo great a meaſure vation e» 
of loue,as you haue heard before, ally a | 
_ concerne every man;and ©"* **- (0 
therefore there is no reaſon why | | 
we ſhould imagine that onr Savi- 'F 
cur propoſed theſe hard rearmes- | 
only to ſome few and not toall 


that would haue. any antereſt in, 
| _ 


T4 The trial of or > 
him: 3. Contemptof life in e0- 
pariſon, of a. communion with 
Chriſt is melt vayycrfally regui- 
fite in.all ſorts of men. 1, Becauſe 
the Church ncver enioyes. ſucha 
calme,buta terrible ſtorme may 
vnexpeted]y daſh itaway.,: and 
therefore there is no-man though 
borne in.the molt peaceabletime 
of the Goſpel}, but ere the glaſſe 
ct his like be runne oat,he may be 
overtaken with a fiery triall; 
2. Yea there is no. profcſiour of 
the Goſpel! , thengh hee liue and 
dyeduring the publike trancuil- 
hy of it,yethe may privatly beg 
brought to that piunge, that heo 
maſt either hazard his life, or eſe 
in ſome fearcful!, horrible mancs 
inſt his conſcience diſhonour 
Chriſt Ieſus, 3, Many may take 
away our liues which cannottake 
away our other contentments as 
Popiſh Afaſcinats haue depriued 
Kings of their liues when they 
. cauld. 
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ſyneere lone to (lift. x5 
could not of their kingdomes. It 
8 certaine that wholoever cares 
not for his owne life ismaſter of 
another mans, and by conſequent 
of any -mans religion hor lms 
his lite better then hee doth ir. 
How eafie were 1t for a Ruthan 
that had no religion of hisowne; 
topullſach aone intoa corner & 
witha-naked blade to make him. 
forſfyearc his reli21on,as often as 
he plealed,yeaif the tricke were 
in-v{e , ſuch-a: ene tnight be rob- 
bed ofhis religion vpon the high 
way,ſceingany man that were ſd 
diſpoſed with a Piſtoll athisbrelt 
might make him de:mer vp his 
faith with: as much baſt_as his 
purſe. | 39097! 
3 Ir may bereplied, ifevery 
flower mult lone him more the 
his owne lite, then it ſcemesthat 
the weakeſt Chrittian,iftindeed a 


-Chriſttan muſt lone him as much 


as-thie moſt renowned Apoſtles, 
* ſeeing! 


56 Thetriall of our 
ſceing the beſt of them all could 
lone him no more then ſo, for 
reater lowe then this hath no man 
then that he lay downe bus life for 
his friend , wurnefle Chriſt Iefus 
himſcelfe, 7ohn 15. 13. It ſeemes 
likewiſe that all muſt haue an e- 
quall portion of faith;both which 
conſequencies- palpably contra- 
a1,both Scripture and experi- 
cnce. I anſwer firſt without que- 
ſtion all that ſhall bee faued muſt 
be faned by the ſame fairh,viz:b 
faith of the ſame nature , though 
not in the fame quantitie. Now 
that which breeds the miſtake in 
this obietion, 1s a conceit thar to 
loue Chriſt more then our lines 
proceeds not from the nature of 
ſauing faith ſimply confidered,but 
from tome eminent degree of it, 
which conceipt is erroneous, For 
it is very obſervable,that the na- 
ture of faith,if true and faving be 
the degree of itnever ſoſmal, ne- 
ccſlaril y 
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ceſfarily includes thus much: jt ' 
being anafſent vntoall Scripture + 
revelations, cfpecially vnto the 
Goſpell promiſes,as molt true & 
in themſclues , & far betrer 

in the choice then any profits or 
pl cafares in the world, yea then 
ife or whatſoever may {weeten 
it vntovs..W hence an incompa- 
rable writer of our owne, who 
hath divedas profoundly intothe 
ature of jnſtitying faith, hath 
weaued the words of David P/. 
63. Thy lowing kindneſſe #s better 
then life,intohis compleat defimi- 
tio of that faith whereby the juſt. 
doe line. 2. Though all the Di{- 
ciples of Chriſt mult aſſent to fo 
much by their faith,and expreſſe, 
ifneed be,ſfo much by their loue, 
yet according as thoſe taltes and 
reliſhes of heaven imprinted in 
their ſoule by the ſpirit , _= 
whichthe aſſent of faith,and fer- 
vency of loue are grounded are 
more 
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more of lefſe linely and pleaſanr, 
the faith & lone of Chriſtians ad- 
mit ſundry degrees & meaſures: 
but not properly in regard of 
their eſteeme of & object, ( for 
al), as I hane ſhewed,mult eſteem 
jtbetter then life \but in reſpe&t 
of the radication and ſetling of 
this eſteeme in themſclues : ſo 
thathowſocuer all faithfull Chri- 
ſtians 1wdge and eſteeme their 
hopesby Chriſt to be better then 
life, yetthey. may be:more or leſs 
in theirwdgement,and thoſe ap- 
| — which cauſe this c- 
eem may be more or lefſe clecr 
and diſtin. 3!y Tis true , that to 
dyefor the profeſſion of Ct.riſt is 
the greateſt poſſible expreſſion 
of !oue vntohim, for.the matter 
of it there may be great diverſity, 
and accordingly by ſeverall de- 
grecs of faith,and loue may bee 
exprefied by it, Amongſtlo many 
thouſands as hane been crowr = 
wit 
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with martyrdome in Primitine & 
latter times, no doubt but there 
avas infinite variety of degrees of 
faith and loue ,all which had bar 
one common expreſſion for the 
matter : but for the mannerofit, 
ſome laid downe theirilines more 
then cheerctully & triumphantly 
reioycing that it was giuen to 
them,not only to belecue, but al- 
foto faffer ntliety with more dc- 
liberation , ftaggering, and re}u-" 
Qancy : ſome with Peter denyed 
Chriſt divers times before they 
would dye for him , recanted,ab- 
jured', and runne through a hun- 
dred baſe fights before they 
wou'd come to theſtake, others 
behaued themſelues more hono- 
rably and heroically, and being 
glad of ſuch ſpeedy convayance: 
to heauen died -witha kinde of 
Angelicall Majeſtic. 

To draw towards a concluſion: 
if any honeſt tender ME 

| V 
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vics to tremble at the word , and 
to mourne for its owne infirmi- 
tics, bee brought into dumps b 
this dodtrine,cauſing it to thin 
thus with it ſelfe; 1f every one 
that loues Chriſt to any purpoſe 
muſt lone him better then life, & 
be able todyc for him , then ſure 
all my lone vnto him is may 
worth. When I am inmyb 
moods his louing kindnes is dea- 
rer vnto me then thouſands of 
gold and filuer, and Iam of Da- 
vids minde that its is better then 
life , but yet ifmy life were in 
queſtion for it , I know not. what 
would become of mee , fire I 
ſhould never hold out but flinch 
moſt ſhamefally. For comfort & 
direQion vnto ſuch a ſouleI com- 
mendtheſe &6ſiderations. 1.This 
feare of fiinching is a: good figne, 
that thou wouldſt not flinch for 
feare : you knowe what Perers 
loud proteſtation ( rhough all men 
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forfake thee yet will net 1 )came to 
not long after, youknowethe ſte 
ry of D! Pendleton, or you ma 
read it in M* Fox, vale. thy life 
were excceding deare vnto thee, 
it would beeno ſuch great reſti- 
mony of thy loue vntohim, to 
part withit for his fake ; vnleſſe 
death were very terrible , Mar- 
dome would not bee either 
uchan acceptable ſacrifice vnto 
God,or glorious wonder amongſt 
men. To feare martyrdome, yea 
and to pray againſt 1t with 'ſut- 
miſſion ynto Gods will, is war- 
ranted by our Saviours owne Cx- 
m_ , when hee prayed ſoecar- 
ncſtly,that if it were poſſible the 
Cup might paſſe away from him, 
but till with ſabmiſlion vnto his 
Fathers pleaſure. That place co- 
eerning our Saviour, Heb. 5 , 7. 1s 
very remarkable,zY/ho in the daies 
of hus fleſh, when hee had offered ”p 
prayers and ſupplications , wit 
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rong crying and teares 2nto hin, 
he $64 le to ſane him from 
death , and was heard in that hee 
feared, I ſtand not vpo the words 
in that he feared, for indeed the 
conſtration of the words 4r' # 
traceeryi's Very vneertaine, that 
which eſpecially nore,1s,that jt 
15 {laid here,our Saviour was heard 
how was he heard ? Marke how; 
and thence will ſpring a ſecond 
branch of comfort. His Father 
heard him, not in remouing the 
Cup from him', but in ſtrength- 
ning him to drinke it with vito- 
ry: ſoart thou fure tobe heard, if 
on prayelt as he did : erther the 
Cup ſhall be remoned frem thee, 
or {weetned vnto thee, Remem- 
ber withall , that God is never 
more for vs , then when weeare 
moſtfor him, that his glory lies at 
ſtake as well as thy life , and that 
hee is more curious of that , then 
thou cault be of this. God « faith-: 
| full 
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fall. who will not ſuffer vs to bee rep alas | 
the temes. 


bone that we are able; but will with - 
ptation alſo makg away to eſcape that we may 
be uble to beare it, 1.Cor 10.13, Remem=- 
ber that thy Saviour hath had experience 
ofall the amazements and horrours ofdeath 
when he ſuffered it for thee, and therefore | 
cannot forget, both to pitty & ſuccour them | 

when thou art to ſuffer it for him 3. for 3x 

that he himſelfe hath ſuffered being tempted 
he 14 able to ſucconr them that are tempted, | 
as the Apoſtle ſwectly infers, Heb.,2.1$, ., 
Laſtly,Ictme commend this caution vns, \ 

to the trembling ſoule; Anxious diſtruſtfull 
care for the future in matters of the ſoule,is. 

more diſhonourable and diſplcafing vnto. - 
God,then in matters of the body, Remem» + 
ber therefore thy Saviours advice, care nat. | 
for to morrow,let that care for it [elfe, Ate, 
flit not thy ſelfe with ſuch fad ſuppolal 
what if Queene aries daies ſhould con 
againe; what if I ſhould be broughtbefore. 
{ucha fellow as Bonner, Remember , 

Saviours reaſon for hisadvice ; /ufficient for. 
the day #4 the evill thereof. Which as It is 
| toe 
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* more truc in bufineſſe of onr ſpirituall life. 
" Kfthonart indeed entred into a covenant 
with God,;ifthou haſt feriouſty and advi- 
ſedly reſolved to line the reſt of thy time 
mm the fleſh by the faith ofthefonne of God 
whohath loned thee and ginen himſelfe 
for thee, ifthou art indeed one who knows 
whar an infinite, endlefſe , vawearied dili- 
cEtis required to a conſtant , cloſe wal- 
with God,why then; thou haſt ever 
day,every houre , omiſſions and commiſſt- 
--Ohs to looke vnto , thou haſt continuall 
Ffwarmes of thonghts, words , arid ations 
* moſt warily, and preciſely to watch over, 
* thotrmnſt tread every ſteppe as nicely and 
ginger as if thon wentelt amongſt ſnares, 
: atd\ = pinnacles , thou muſt 
ever andanonchaine vp thy beloued affe- 
= Gofts ſhorter, & deale ronghly with thoſe 
Taſts, which perhaps areas deare vnto thee 
as thy life. What haſt thou thus much bu- 
"ſneſſe every day; and haft thou time to 
makefppoſitions for the fitnre , & to tor- 
mettethy felfe with preſages ? Let tomory- 
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row care for it ſelfe: abſtzine from- Te 
luſts which fight againſt thy ſoule: pn 
dangeroully in times of peace: ſtand vpon' 
thy gard againſt thy ſinnes of daily incurſi» 
on,againſt ſuch temptationsas are incident 
to thy preſent condition , in ſimplicity of 
heart reſigne thy ſclfe vp vnto him, that 
hath loued thee & giuen himſelfe for thee, | 
and then be confident,that neither life nor | 
| 


death , neither things preſent” noy things to 
come ſhall ever be able to ſeparate thee from 
him: this being moſtcertaine that hee that 
does indeed liue by faith , hath thatin him, 
which,ifneed ſhould be,will enable him 
todic in it and for it, But what reaſon had 
I then at this time to trouble mens heads 
with fach a thorny diſcourſe of Martyr- 
dome? I anſwere. 1. Thehabite of Mars © 
tyrdome,as I haue ſhewed , is included in 
the moſt fundamenrall principle of Chriſtie. 4 
anity,loue of-Chriſt better then our ſelues, 
{clte reſignation or deniall : and therefore -** 
they deſerue no anſwer but filence , who ©* 
ſhall thinke adiſcourſe of ir atany time to 
be harſh and vnſcaſonable. 2. As the _ 
pher 
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FE panbey t-forewarned the Tewes;Yee 
— biefe vpon miſthiefe & tumor 
mM 1nd if miſchicfe and rumours 
uwe;and malriply vpon' vs as faſt as 
ey hauc- tres. 3B dayes may bee 
- + then we are aware, when 
\ ere maybetoo much occaſion to practiſe 
þ-poitt-and:no time-to- preach.at. The 
Topendur eyes and change our hearts, 
d ofhiv mercy order matters for vs, 
Boncalicha weareableto aske or think, 
Lomentwthecry of our ſinnes, contrary 
R "a that the event may proue 
So nk Here _ 
” a ow plication of the 


#0 


We 


3% 

; ac 

4 into divers ves, | 

at ry Col gue meal erelong be 
pragma houre. 6.4.5 


